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Connection, 
Consistency,  & 
Compassion

Brittany Brown and Shawna Hendrix



What are 5 characteristics of  a great teacher?

List your top 5 qualities

Compare with tablemates.

How many characteristics were used more than once?

What are some of  the top descriptions?



Ready, set, 

build!

Goal:

• Build the tallest freestanding 
tower

Constraints:

• 3 minutes total time

• Use only the cards from your 
table

• No outside materials- just the 
cards!

https://www.online-stopwatch.com/


Building 

Relationships

• Personalized conversations and comments

• Learn their names or allow students to create 

"call signs" based on interests

• Learn which extracurricular activities they 

participate in.

• Attend a game, drama play, or show up to a 

fundraiser

• Learn about their future plans/goals

• These may not be aviation related

• Oreo Cookie Method

• Use it!

What does this look like?



Share Personal 

Information

• Your Hobbies

• Entertainment/ 

Book Interests

• Travel Goals

• Aviation 

Experience



Set Clear 
Expectations

• Create posters with basic 
information to eliminate 
questioning or 
misunderstandings.

•Example:

•Restroom Pass Policy

•Late Work Policy

•Absent Work Policy

•Avoid baskets to turn in 
work if  possible



Establish a 
Behavior 

Management Plan
• Be prepared with specific plans 

for behavior issues, including 
consequences for poor choices.

• Try to match consequences 
with behaviors, so they’re more 
meaningful for students.

• In the heat of  the 
moment, it can be tough 
to hand out a 
consequence.

• Enforce the consequence 
without any emotion.



Parent Communication

Weekly Update via Email

Focus

Email Related to Concerns over Student 
Behavior or Performance



Default to 
Compassion

• When a student shows up late.

• “Everything OK? We missed you.”

• When a student doesn’t have their homework for the 
fourth time this week.

• “Hey, is something going on that’s making it 
hard for you to get your work done?

• This is really important, and I want to make sure 
you’re able to do what you need to do.”

• A student asks to step out of  the room to use their cell 
phone

• Consider it could be for family reasons or job 
responsibilities



Stay 

Organized

Substitute Lesson Plan 
(Emergency and Non-
Emergency)

Remember to take attendance

Utilize Canvas or other platforms 
like Google Classroom to post 
and grade work.



Flexibility is 
the Key to Survival

• The best-laid plans sometimes get derailed 

by hurricane days, testing, lock-downs, and 

other unforeseen emergencies.

• Teachers have to be able to make 

adjustments on the fly.

• Build extra time into every lesson plan 

for the unexpected and keep a supply 

of  early-finisher activities on hand.



Hands on Activity- 

Finger Rockets!



Session Survey and Contact Information

Brittany Brown

Brownb52@erau.edu

Shawna Hendrix

hendris5@erau.edu 
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