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Preparing students for 
Gleim Sim checkride

Jon Westberry, Charles Ellis
Atlantic Room

2023 SMART@ER Conference



Session Summary

This Breakout Session will go over the basics of Airport Pattern Flying on Gleim 

Simulators utilizing AS120's Bounce Pattern and Sim Labs. Instructors will learn how to 

prepare students for an end-of-course "Checkride,” including radio callouts, the basics of 

pilot/co-pilot communication, and Crew Resource Management (CRM) practices. The 

Session was made for the AS120 Instructor, specifically those with no flight experience.

Session Timeline

Pattern Overview: 20 min

Discussion: 5 min

Hands-On Simulator Training: 20 min



Sim Labs & X-Plane Flight Training Course

Great Use of 

CTE Funds!

The Perfect Pair

X-Plane Flight 

Training & Sim Lab 

10: Airport 

Operations and 

Traffic Patterns

Only $99! 

Wow!



ERAU Flight Department

Cessna 172S Standard Operating Procedures and Maneuvers (SOPM)

• Align your Training w/ERAU’s 

Cessna 172S SOPM

• Chapter 2, Pages 9-17 and 23-24

• This training follows Standards 

published by the ERAU Flight Dept.

• Use the KDAB Bounce Pattern 

Worksheet as Quick Reference for 

your Student Pilots

• Set Airspeed/Altitude Limits to Help 

Students Fly-By-The-Numbers!

• Incorporate Wind Direction/Speed into 

X-Plane for Real-to-METAR 

Scenarios

• Add a Pattern Flight to your Morning 

METAR Activity

• Retain Student Interest w/Real World 

Training Operations



Pattern Overview
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Resources

• X-Plane Flight Training Course – Private Pilot Home Edition

• https://www.gleimaviation.com/shop/xftcpplauncher/

• Sim Lab 10: Airport Operations and Traffic Patterns

• AS120, Principles of Aeronautical Science Sandbox

• ERAU Flight Dept. Cessna 172S SOPM

• https://erau.instructure.com/courses/21975/pages/c172-sopm

• ERAU SpecialVFR “Traffic Patterns”

• https://youtu.be/w_Bbs4K7L5U?si=fsNceE3DiCzTk1DX

• FAA-Aeronautical Information Manual (AIM) > Air Traffic Control > Airport Operations

• https://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/publications/atpubs/aim_html/chap4_section_3.html

https://www.gleimaviation.com/shop/xftcpplauncher/
https://erau.instructure.com/courses/62352
https://erau.instructure.com/courses/21975/pages/c172-sopm
https://youtu.be/w_Bbs4K7L5U?si=fsNceE3DiCzTk1DX
https://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/publications/atpubs/aim_html/chap4_section_3.html


Questions?
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