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To Success Of Poini 4

Program In

Middle East

The tragic death on December 22, 1951, of Dr. Henry G.
Bennett, head of the Point 4 program, in an airplane crasb
near Tehran, Iran, actually took place in a land where thg
program had one of its ‘greatest successes, largely +hrough
the efforts of a Cape May county airport firm.

It was in April of this year tmtl
thg Iranian Government requested '

our help in combating a plague. of
locusts that threatened their food.
crops. Since long before Biblical
times, Persians had fought the lo-
custs over these same’ fields. This
year the threat was the worst in the
memory of living man.

Within three weeks, they inform-
ed Dr. Benpett, the insects would
swarm northward reaching the Iran-
fan” ‘breadbasket’ in’ ‘the northern
provinces and cause famine through-
out the nation. -

As Administrator of the Techmcal
Cooperation Administration of the
Department of State, Dr. Bennett
acted immediately. Within 10 days,

DC 4's of the United States Over-
seas Airlines and flown to the an-
cient land of the Persians, along the
pilots trained in spraying operations,
locust control experts and over 10
tons of the powerful new insectmide,
Aldrin.

The planes and pilots were sup-
plied under contract by the United
States Overseas Airlines, of Wild-
wood, and featured use of small
planes manufactured by the Piper
Cub Company, of Lock Haven.

The planes were loaded -on the
DC 4’s at the Cave May County air-
port and flown, along with various
insectides to Iran, from the local
field.

Iran’s ground-control system was
excellentg but many of the locust-
breeding areas were inaccessible to
the ground crews. These areas had
to be reached by air before the
young flew northward to the vital

Qver 130,000 square miles of culti-
vated land were threatened. The egg
flelds, alone, covered 2000 square
miles in an area where wheat, bar-
almonds, and
other food-crops were grown.

William Mahee, internationally-
known locust control expert of. the
U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Joined with Iranian and British pest
¢ontrol experts in locating the lo-
cust bxéeeding grounds and plotted

h they would follow north-
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mits, exit visas; the Ministry of
Roads supplied hulldozers and, truckq
for preparing landing stnps '

Within a few hours after arrival

of the planes, they had been assem=
blgd and flown to temporary land-
ing strips where they were loaded
with insecticide mixed with fuel oil.

In the days that <ollowed, 825
spraying flights were made by the
American planes . . . highly danger-
ous trips, since the planes often flew
only five to ten feet above the
ground and over rough terrain. One
pilot, Roger Zants, was killed Whgn
his plane crasned on a ‘spraying
mission.

Nineteen different localities in
Soiithern Irah were sprayed, mainly
in the regions of Bushire and Du
Gunbadan in the foothills of the
Zagros Mountains, and in the Shirag
and Jahrum regions, near ‘the an-
cient Persian capital of Persepolis.

Thousands of acres of date palms,
irrigated tobacco fields, grain sugar
beets, and garden crop . . . the econ-
omic life-blood of many vxllages S
were saved. Most of these high-value
crops could have been saved by no
other means than aerial spraying.
Dying locusts showered from the
trees and covered the ground in a

thick yellow-and-black carpet. The |

kill was 100 percent effective.

In the months immediately fol-
lowing, the governments:of Pakistan
and India were faced with the same
problem and under the Point FOm
program the planes and pilots were
sent to these countries to help com-
bat the locusts.

Again the aerial spraying proved
completely successful. '

Asia result of this action by the
United States an international or-

ganization is being created through |

the Food and Agricultural Organ-

ization of the United Nations o]

combine the efforts of the Point 4
program, the United Nations, and
the 51 Middle Eastern, African, and
Asian countries faced with the lo-
cust problem. , '

By working together as one for(:e, ‘

this organization- hopes to elhmnat,e
within a few years the locust as a
scourge of their food crops

“Mrs. Clark Chosen

Club President

The Laches Republican Club. of

Wwildwood Crest held its first meeting
¢ the New Year at the Crest Pier:
Monday evening. President Mary
Campbell conducted the meeting‘ ¢
There were 38 members nregent. - \

Election of officers Iouoweq the.
regular business meeting. E]Sle Cla
was elected President poling 20 vot :
against 18 votes cast for Elsie Marts.

Other officers elected were-
Korte, vice premdeht Iva S
retary; Anna Stgelman,
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