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Antique Stearman goes home 
ANCHORAGE-A 1928 Steannan 

C2B, tail number NC5415, is on its way 
home to Alaska following a lengthy stay in 
Montana. 

Ted Spencer, executive director of the 
Alaska Aviation Heritage Museum, 
searched for the elusive aircraft for 12 years. 

Later this year, the Steannan will 
become Spencer's "crown jewel'' this 
summer at his Lalce Hood museum. 

What's the story of this old plane? It 
arrived in Alaska in the fall of 1928, the 
property of the Arctic Prospecting and 
Development Co. After only one flight, it 
. crashed on the ice at Walker Lake about 80 
miles northwest of Bettles. · 

When Noel Wien, the dean of Alaska 
bush pilots, heard about the crash, he 
purchased the Steannan sight unseen. He 
had it repaired near the crash site and flown 
to Fairbanks, where he added it to the fleet 
of Wien Alaska Airlines. 

In the fall of 1929, Carl Ben Eielson 
purchased the rugged bird for Alaskan 
Airways, Inc. That plane was among the 
scores of aircraft that participated in the 
search for Eielson, who was lost out on the 
Siberian ice following a crash in November 
1929. 

The pilots of the Steannan during the 
search was Harold Gillam. Another pilot, 

Joe Crosson, flew a Waco 10 biplane in the 
search. Gillam and Crosson located the 
wreckage ofEielson's wrecked Hamilton on 
Jan. 27, 1930. 

Eielson had crashed 90 miles from the 
ice-locked, three-masted Nanuk after he had 
flown out a load of furs and passengers from 
the trapped ship. 

Joe Crosson was the pilot of the open
cockpit Stearman on a flight to Point Barrow 
seven months later to deliver anti-toxin to 
combat an outbreak of diptheria. 

The plane made the first glacier landing 
on Muldrow Glacier in 1932 to rescue a 
climber on Mt McKinley . 

In 1934, Joe Crosson flew the Stearman 
with Wiley Post as his passenger on a 
hunting and fishing trip. 

The Stearman was sold to Cordova Air 
Service in 1938 and later crashed after 
running out of fuel. The wreckage went 
untouched on the banks of the Dadina River 
near Mt Wrangell for nearly 30 years. It 
was retrieved by Jack E.· Wilson, who turned 
the wreckage over to Alaska Airlines. 

Les Kares of Stevensville, Montana is 
the current owner. Kares sold the aircraft to 
the Alaska museum for an undisclosed price. 
In 1988, the Legislature was asked to 
allocate $150,000 to purchase the plane for 
the Division of State Museums. 

HOM ESTATE 
INSURANCE BROKERS 

01= A~ASKA, INC_ 
-INSURING THE GREAT LIFE IN THE GREAT LAND .. 

• Specializing in Aviation Insurance 
• Fire and Vandalism Insurance for remote locations 
•Commercial. Residential and Auto Insurance 
• Life and Health 
• Guide & Outfitters Insurance 

Contact Chuck Weir at 907-276-6662 
P.O. Box 107506 

610 E. 5th Ave.• Anchorage, AK 99510-7506 

GLORY DAYS: One of 
the few examples of Its 
type stlll In existence, 
this 1928 Stearman 
model made the first 
landing on Muldrow 
Glaclerln1932 to rescue 
a mountain climber. 
Shown are Jerry Jones 
(left) and Joe Crosson. 
The same aircraft has 
been acquired by a 
museum at Lake Hood. 
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Wanta 
Kick in the Butt? 
Install a new Teledyne 
Continental 10550 Muscle 
Ertgine and a new McCauley 
"Black Mac" Power Prop 
• 15% mote takeoff thrust 
• Better fuel economy 
• Faster cruise 

Only from WIPAIRE
call for details. 

Whether it works ... or 
plays ... call the leader 
WIPAIRE, INC. 

• WIPUN£ FLOATS 
• Ain:llft llodlflclllonl 
• NewlUled Aln:ndt Sllel 
• Senricellllinllt•ICI 
• Monlc:l lllltllllllon 
• Complele Stripping Ind 
Plinllr'll 

• Upholltlry 
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"INSURING THE GREAT LIFE IN THE GREAT LAND" 

·Specializing in Aviation Insurance 
• Fire and Vandalism Insurance for remote locations 
• Commercial, Residential and Auto Insurance 
• Life and Health 
• Guide & Outfitters Insurance 

Contact Chuck Weir at 907-276-6662 
P .0. Box 107506 

61 O E. 5th Ave. ·Anchorage, AK 99510-7506 

Fli1Jhtline ENGINE 
1'11~1-/~.,.~11 byShantg® 
PATENTED 

250° HEAT • COMPACT • RUGGED • RECHARGEABLE 
INSTANT START • NO POWER CORDS REQUIRED 

You can take it with you! 

$279?0 
VISA - MASTERCARD 

®REGISTERED U.S. PATENT OFFICE 

SHANTY® PRODUCTS 
P.O. Box 32358 
FRIDLEY, MN 55432 
(612) 924-3754 I (612) 755-8336 
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M.O.T. Approved for MFG & O/H 
By agreement with Dehavilland Aircraft . 

EXCLUSIVE MANUFACTURER OF CERTIFIED PARTS 
Large Inventory For 

Repair\\). 
overhaul 
Major Rebµiid 
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Beaver - Turbo Beaver - Otter 
(604) 656-7227 

FAX (604) 656-0673 Telex 049-7485 
#9-9600 Canora Rd., Sidney B.C. VSL 4RI 
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or urk ..• r 
plays ... call the leader 
WIPAIRE, INC. 

• WIPLINE FLOATS 
• Aircraft Modifications 
• New/Used Aircraft Sales 
• Service/Maintenance 
• Avionics Installation 
• Complete Stripping and 

Painting 
• Upholstery 

-· .. 

WRITE OR CALL 
for free brochures on our complete line 
of Floats, Beaver Mods and Cessna Mods. 

WIPAIRE, INC. 
8520 River Road • 
Inver Grove Heights, MN 55076 
(612) 451-1205 • FAX: (612) 451-1786 
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MEETINGS 

The Association continues Its move to generate 
greater Involvement ln Association affairs by mem
bers from all part of Alaska. 

Last year, establishment of a regional representa
tive In Fairbanks was a precedent-setting move In this 
direction. Continuing this movement, the Association 
Is establlshlng a regional representative In Talkeetna. 

In April, Fairbanks wlll help sponsor the FAA/Air 
safety Foundation Seminar scheduled for Aprll 22·25. 

Cara of U of A Aviation Complex 
1515 East 13th Awnue, Anchorage, Alaskl 99501 

DINC!On 

Preeldlnt Ken Moen .......................................... 696-1715 

t.lke Pamone ·-·-··-·-·-··-·-·-.. •·•·•· 333-'778 
Cl.ft Harris .............................. .... ......... 243-7387 

Emcuh9 Vice Preeldlnt BOO Sutherlil ....................................... 243-3891 

Rull Jacobi ..................................... 248-7655 Mike Foltn .......................................... 694-8273 

Contp•Olllr 
.Jo"1 R. PraU .......................... 274-2990 

Jm Adams ........................................... :. 338-1221 
.Jo"1 Spalding ......... ............................... 243-4001 
Tan Richardson ...................................... 243-4001 

FLY-INS 

The fly-In season has long since ended, meaning the 
Airmen have switched to their traditional Indoor role 
during the winter months. A host of special-Interest 
meetings and seminars are planned. Details of those 
meetings are placed In the two Anchorage newspapers 
under the "Aircraft for Sale" section In the classifieds. 
Theyarefoundonthlspageaswell. TheMerrtll Reid Air 
Show, Trade Show and Safety 5emlnar Is schedule for 
June 17-20. 

This page is the product ol the Alaska Airmen's Msoc:iation, which is entirely nisponsble for its content.e 

Senate Bill 433 sends Alaska Airmen's Association into orbit 
JUNEAU -A federal bill introduced by 

US Sen. Al Adams (party, where from) at the 
request of the Alaska air Carriers Associa
tion would impose a new tax on private 
aircraft 

The bill came as an upsetting surprise to 
the board of directors of the Alaska Airmen's 
Association. 

If passed, the bill would require all pri
vate aircraft to be registered with the state for 
a fee that "(l) may not be less than $100 or 
more than $250; and 

"(2) should reflect the value of the aircraft 
based on factors set out in (b)(2)-(4) of this 
section." 

The bill also provides for a 5% monthly 
penaky f<X' late reaisU'ations or for paying 
less than the full amount of the fee. 

The final section of the bill reads, 
verbatim: 

"(h) This section does not apply to 
(1) aircraft used exclusively for 

comtnercial purposes; an aircraft is used for 
commercial purposes if it is used exclusively 
for activities for which the person receives 
direct monetary compensation and activities 
incidental to and done in furtherance of the 
person's primary business; or 

(2) public aircraft." 
The Airmen's Association encourages 

all pilots to look carefully at this bill and let 
their legislators and Senator Adams know 
their feelings about it (also, let us know at the 
Association). 

The bill, as written, has technical flaws 
and raises questions that airmen should note. 
The registtation fee (really a I.BX) is IO be 
based on aircraft value. As the bill is written, 
a regulation establishing the tax amount could 
specify that the fee will be $100 plus $50 for 

each $5,000 of value over $10,000 to a maxi
mum fee of $250. Calculating the fee would 
be easy: $250 for any airplane worth more 
than $25,000. This is not the intention of the 
bill (we are sure) but it could be the effect. 

Introduction of the bill without consult
ing the Airmen's Association was unfortu
nate, in that is created a potential rift between 
the Air Carriers Association and the Airmen's 
Association -something that no one wants. 
There are far too many aviation issues we 
need to work together to resolve. We all will 
be losers if miscommunication and misun
derstanding break down the constructive re
lationship that exists between the Associa
tions. 

There is. perhaps. another issue to look 
for in all this. Recent political rhetoric fre. 
quently has addressed the "taxing of the rich .. 
to be fair to those who are not rich. Airplane 

owners are always rich. Just ask anyone who 
does not own one. (Most of us who have 
owned an airplane usually credit that as the 
reason we are not rich, but that's another 
issue.). 

This is a divide-and-conquer tactic. When 
government agencies provide services we 
don't need at a cost we can't afford and fail 
to provide those we do need, or to provide 
minimal service at maximum cost, they claim 
there is not enough money available. From 
this, then, comes the idea that they must 
raise taxes or user fees. This diverts atten
tion from the real issue of whether or not we 
are getting the services we need and want at 
a reasonable cost. 

Is the problem lba&g--.lavia&ion is not 
paying enough, or is it that government 
agencies are spending too much? 

MerriU Field Air Show will feature Russian plane, top speakers 
June 17-20 will be Air Week in Anchor-

, age. So far, 20 organizations or companies 
have committed to participate in the A via
tion Trade Show, including such names as 
Aviall and II Morrow. This will be an excep
tional opportunity for Alaskan pilots to see 

turboprop. 
Bill Signs of Dallas, Texas and Yuri 

Kharitonov plan to fly a Mooney around the 
world arriving in Anchorage on June 20 to 
join in the air show celebration. Yuri 
~tono~ is v!~~-~e:,tor of operati<;?n;: _f~~ 

pilot certificate in 1949 and has been air
borne ever since. He now holds a full bank of 
ratings, including lighter-than-air and a Beech 
Starship I type rating. Cutter's brother, Sid, 
dubbed him the "world's second greatest 
~allooni~f'. ~~r he ~laC.edT~~~d~ ~~ul?_leof 

makeup often leads us into unsafe behavior. 
Dr. John K. Lauber is a member of the 

National Transportation Safety Board 
(NTSB) and is a research psychologist He 
previously directed NASA's Human Factors 
Research Office at Ames Research Center. 

~~~~~~~~~ 
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all pilots to look carefully at this bill and let 
their legislators and Senator Adams know 
their feelings about it (also, let us know at the 
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The bill, as written, has technical flaws 
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nate, in that is created a potential rift between 
the Air Carriers Association and the Airmen's 
Association -something that no one wants. 
There are far too many aviation issues we 
need to work together to resolve. We all will 
be losers if miscommunication and misun
derstanding break down the constructive re
lationship that exists between the Associa
tions. 
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don't need at a cost we can't afford and fail 
to provide those we do need, or to provide 
minimal service at maximum cost, they claim 
there is not enough money available. From 
this, then, comes the idea that they must 
raise taxes or user fees. This diverts atten
tion from the real issue of whether or not we 
are getting the services we need and want at 
a reasonable COSL 

Merrill Field Air Show will feature Russian plane, top speakers 
June 17-20 will be Air Week in Anchor-

. age. So far, 20 organizations or companies 
have committed to participate in the A via
tion Trade Show, including such names as 
A viall and II Morrow. This will be an excep
tional opportunity for Alaskan pilots to see 
the latest in aviation goodies. The show is 
shaping up to be the biggest toy store for 
pilots in Alaska history. 

Among the 100 aircraft participating will. 
be the Blackhawk helicopter with a flight 
demonstration by the Marines. Those who 
haven't yet had a chance to see a Russian 
plane up close will get the chance. The air 
show will feature a Russian Antonov An-24 

turboprop. 
Bill Signs of Dallas, Texas and Yuri 

Kharitonov plan to fly a Mooney around the 
world arriving in Anchorage on June 20 to 
join in the air show celebration. Yuri 
Kharitonov is vice-director of operations for 
the Magadan, Siberia Department of Civil 
Aviation. This flight is to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the Soviet-American 
Lend-Lease Program during World War II 
Qmown in Russia as the Great Patriotic War). 

The Air Safety Foundation will feature 
two dynamite speakers at the safety seminars. 

William R. Cutter, chairman of the board 
of Cutter Flying Service received his private 
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Join The Airmen's Association! 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
ALASKA AIRMEN'S ASSOCIATION, INC. 

I 
I 
I 
I 

c/o University of Alaska Aviation Complex, 1515 E. 13th Ave., Anchorage, AK 99501 I 

Mailing Address _____________________ _ 

I 
I 
I 
I 

Home Phone ________ Work Phone ___________ l 
D $39 Individual Membershp# I 
D $42 Family Membership# I 
0 $72 Associate Membership# I 

City _____________ State __ Zip _____ _ 

D $200 Individual Ltte Membership D $30 Individual Membershp* 
D $325 Family Life Membershp ~ D $35 Fam~y Membership* 
0 $375 Associate Life Membership D $58 Associate Membership• 

I 
D $12.50-per-year special GAN&Flyer rate for AM Life Members ($24 Canadian) I 

L *Genera/Aviation News & Ryersubscrption induded. #Canadian fees .J ---------------------·---

pilot certificate in 1949 and has been air- makeup often leads us into unsafe behavior. 
borne ever since. He now holds a full bank of Dr. John K. Lauber is a member of the 
ratings,includinglighter-than-airandaBeech National Transportation Safety Board 
Starship I type rating. Cutter's brother, Sid, (NTSB) and is a research psychologist He 
dubbed him the "w.orld's second greatest previouslydirectedNASA'sHumanFactors 
balloonist"afterheplacedsecondacoupleof Research Office at Ames Research Center. 
times and third once in the US World Balloon He also was a member of the National Acad
Championship. emy of Sciences panel, which reviewed sci-

Since Bill Cutter's business is located in entific evidence about mandatory retirement 
New Mexico, Arizona and Texas, it is under- at age 60 for airline pilots. 
standable that with the impressive list of Dr.Lauberisageneralaviationpilotwith 
ratings he holds, the one he is missing is a a commercial certificate, fixed wing and 
seaplane rating. When he gets to Alaska, we rotorcraft ratings and is type-rated in the 
are sure he will join the ranks of those who _ Boeing727.(Webelievethisisamodernized 
believe the reason the Lord created water version of an early Ford trimotor aircraft.). 
was to give floatplanes a place to land Lauber also has extensive on-site experi-

Bill Cutter has served two terms on the ence investigating and analyzing major avia
board of directors of the National Air Trans- tion accidents, including the mid-air colli
portation Association (NA TA), and pres- sion at Cerritos, California and the crash of 
ently serves on the board of visitors of the Air Northwest Flight 255 in Detroit, Michigan. 
Safety Foundation. In 1983, Beechcraft He will be able to tell us what we are doing 
named him "Man of the Year." wrong, what we should be doing, and per-

In addition to his devotion to aviation, haps most important of all, why we do things 
Bill - in his own words - "continues to wrong and how we can overcome the psy
serve as Gwen's first husband." Maybea guy chological factors that lead us into some of 
that can do that much flying and still get his these errors. One factor we always should 
wife to stay with him doesn't need a float bear in mind is that no matter how large the 
rating. He probably just walks on water. Be aircraft is, there still is one small human 
sure to attend the seminar to hear how to get being at the controls. 
all those ratings and hang onto your wife as While the number of people affected by 
well. the tragedy of an accident may be greater 

In recent years, the emphasis in air safety when an airliner is involved, the tragedy to 
has shifted from a position of blaming pilots each individual affected is the same whether 
(the infamous "pilot error'') to trying to find ~ it is afully loadedBoeing747 or a Super Cub 
out what factors, both within and without the with one aboard. Most of the time, it is human 
pilot, caused those errors. It's not enough to behavior and error that cause the accidents. 
tell a pilot to be careful. We must be told how Dr. Lauber' s presentation could truly be one 
to be careful because our psychological you can't live without. 

32 

f. 


