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COURSE 23 

And now our days, and nigl1ts, of striving are rewarded, and Course 

23 have won their wings. It is difficult lo find words to express our 

gratitude and appreciation to everyone who has made this possible 

our R. A. F. Officers for their guidance and help our N. C. Os for 

the work that they have done for us ( and made us do) -- our flying 

instructors for their unlimited patience under the stress and strain of 

making Pilots out of Course 23. Our Ground School instructors for 

their untiring efforts in making us assimilate the knowledge necessary 

to get through our Link instructors for their continued good humour 

after our hopeless efforts of trying to fly the Link. 

It is impossible to mention everyone who has helped to rnal~e our 

graduation posssible, but we must thank the Embry-Riddle Company 

and all its employees, the Medical staff for its efforts to keep us fit for 

flying, Mr. Burka and his staff for I~eeping us so well fed during these 

difficult times, the Canteen staff for their cheerful 24 hour service and 

Rainbow whose untiring advice has been so helpful (second ship on 

approach go around). 

To our many friends tn Clewiston, to the Cadet Club and to our 

hostesses in Palm Beach, we offer our sincerest thanks for the kindnesses 

they have shown us, which have made our stay in this country so 

memorable, and whom we shall never forget 

To you all Course 23 offers tl1eir tban1~s. 

Au revoir, 

Course 23, 

LISTENING OUT 

,June 15. 1945 
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C 0 l T R S E 23 
It ,..1·em,.. a far l'n ,..im e "1• <"ra,ded in through the iron portal,.. 

of a n·rtain H'<'t'plion trntrc in the north of ~ngland. hm\cd 
d1rnn In· ,..cH•rnl kit ha;.:.; and bra,el) weathering the t:r)::- of 
.. join .. ;>r .. gl'I ... onw in!·· Thing::- wa:- ,·er) ·ard in tho,..e da) ,._ 
and \t'IT ... }10111' <"ondition,.. tightened up. \IC' al11a):- ... ernwd 
the fi1._1 ' 10 lw lt;o late! 

~till. the <lifTt>rt'nl union-. of hut orderlies. T.\\ .Ss. u / t farmrr .... 
mu,..i6an-.. and all their -.atcllite branch~ did a lot for u-., saving 
us from 1•arl) morning P. T. and an cmming \\eek in sid, 
quarlrr-. I lwlie' c 10 or ] 2 cadet:; did go to lectures unclt-r a 
1 osier syslt'lll. 

Then c·a1111• t lw fl) homhs and the call for repair ganµ ... 
•\ hrtlwr London needed us or 11 hether the C. 0. had had 
<'n<>U!!;h of our 1·ompan) \\C don't k11011-\ oluntccr,.. '~rre re· 
quc ... t1•d and hundrt'<:I,.. "lepped out. Some ;.a) the magic \\ ord 
'London' di<I the lrit"k. I plump for the fact that it \\a,.. C'arl) 
morning and raining hard at the time ... a::- m•ual. 

In am t'\enl :B Cour ... e wa ... there. \\ith a finger in tlw pro· 
\erhial jii<'. dw1•rfull) hdping lo hreak more \\indo\\•-. and put
ting front <loor,.. hal'k up side do11n in the he ... t aircrC\\ fa ... hion. 
Our fa\'ourile joh 0£ \\Ork \\a"' repairing roof:-. a ... \1e dclighll'cl 
in hurling clown tile ... into the ... tree! with cries of "BPlow:· I Om· 
of our mcmht•r ... had two pt'de ... trian:- and a dog confinNI in 0111• 

ii ftnnoon.) 

The only <111alifl!'ations required to make a fir::il cla~!'- repair
man was lo k11<rn nothing ahout building. I t "a" unfortunalt' 
if )OU did. a" lht•n thl'rt' ,,a,..n't much for )OU to do e'\cept l1>rr) 
chi\'ing or ston·kt'cping! Bt>ing a cle rk. I \\3S fortunate and 
wa ... ,,oon oprrating a;.; a full hl1rnn t.•arpenter complete \\ilh kit. 
a mall'. an<I a knm\ ing look. The onl) job I wasn't so sure 
ahoul (a lillll· mailer bf a ne\\ roof l soh ed itself w1• were 
rct·all<-d. 

Tlw '' otild lw Ion) dri' er;,. had a se1 ere lest to cndun'. one 
circuit round tlw larg<•-.1 hangar \\ ithout touching the walk Tlw 
front p<'dals 11 ere rather confusing. and on one o<·ca..,ion l 
1111d1•r,..tancl. mistaking th<' throlllc for the brake. one cach•t OH'r· 
took 111 o Spilfi re» on their 'take-off' run. 

\\ r didn't mind the rigid di-.cipline I our ::,ergcant IHI,, •Ill) 
)'2" and had a "ifo to ... upportl. i :30 a. m. wa;, the fir,..t para<IC'. 
and on the "l<•nlorian nv of "Git. fellin" a motley a--... ortnwnt 
of lwdie... in 'ariou ...... t~g<'" of undr~s and "ea~ing a \\"i<le 
rnricty of IH'aOJ.!<'ar t lool or boot) 1. such as Bo,der .... hrcrn n 

- -

.. . -,. __ - -

di·rJn,... "Ira\\ .. BC'n-." and Trilbie-. and ntrr) ing tht• 1110111i111? 
fhlf>l:r" in mw hand. and their hrt>akfo ... t in tlw otlw1. tlr ifh'd 
onto tht• parade ground. 

\\ <' u"ualh· drO\ e through London in a triumphant ... tat(' in 
a Ion\' l'OH';t'<l "ith ::,logans \\hich ne,er fail<'<! lo amu ... 1· ••• ou1 
1 hid llllt'>- heing "Gi'e us the jobs. and w<'ll fini-.h tlw lool-. or 
"l'landi·;;-. pilot-. , ,. Pilotle:<!:> planes.'' The L'.mdon pt'opl<' dt•n i(•d 
11" no th i 11~ and on one occa!:>ion logether with a f d 101\ 111t·11.1 lwr 
I \HI., µiH·n a piano ,~hi('h until '~e <·ould gel to 1·ampyrm ult-d 
••ood material for ::.trcel concerts 111 the lunl'h hou 1. I ht•n• IHI" 

~o drnr1£<' and pas. ... cr::.·b) were cordiall~ im i ~C'<I. Puhl ii' hoi_i ... es 
1\C1t' our special it). The problem wasn t gcllmg 11'- lo tlw. ioh, 
hul ..,trictl) !'peaking.1£etling us off. l nforlunaleh. tlw pruprwtor ... 
11 ... cd tht'ir loaf and dt>ared off mo,,.t of thc holl IC<I -.lo!'k lwforc 
\\t' arri,P<l. It \\al' amazing ho\\ diffil'ult the ... c joh~ prml'd. \\C 

\\t'rt' gl'neralh on the ~pol for three or four da):-. livi1111- 011 hopt>-. 
..... it \\ ('f('. 

\\ 1· ha<I a H'I) ::,uc·<"e~ ... ful run altogPthe1. a ... "t• tt·na<"iou ... l) 
stn11·k lo thl' print"iple of C\ acuating thc di,..trict on the fir ... t ... iµn 
of rain mavlK' our roof repairing \\a"n't too µnod - our t'a ... 11al-
ti1• ... \\t'rc \t'~) light. most people \\Cre hor" de nimliat thrnug'1 
tlw , 1·n· had habit of fallina off the roof. On our n•call for mer
~t·a.., J><;:-ting. it took quite 

0 

a lime for the ho)" lo rl'ali't' that 
after all tilt'\' \\Cf<' u I pilots. there \\ere tear,.. in many <') , .... a ... 
tht•\' haiul1•d° in their ,..k' hooh and gla,.. ... hamnwr .... tool .. of an 
ho1;ourahlc prnfes-;ion. · 

\\ 1•11 , nwmher~. no" that the great da) ha-. arriH·cl an cl } m1' re 
adualh pilot,.., you may han lost the pride of heing a na£t..,. 
man. lml to tho>ie of \OU " ·ho ha1en't. tht•rc "<'<'Ill" lo lw a 
1 hmw1• of going on the 1:ailway a,.. firt>men . .,o will all tho ... 1• i11t1·r· 
1·-.tt•d ph·a-.1• hand in their name~. 
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J'OHH t< . 01- 1111t, 'J ~ttfl'~V • • 

;;J..'f, BASSET ""RO~, Tllvl< "s 
C.AMBOIHIE, 

CORNIA/At.l, 
f NC'71. fl NJ>. 

U . £ Sf'11T1t,,, 
"ANGLEY• 

'tJIHSL1'oE ~OAOJ 
SIOMOWTH1 

'DEVON, 
ENGl.,,HO, 

it. WILURMS, __ 
~6. C..H\lRC..M STll .. ~h 

BIL~Tt'\O~P£. 
N£ "'t:.WARtC1 

EMGtL.ANO. 

G-. H . LON&.:J)A1.-E1 
4.. CROICH&..£Y 'ROAD. 

'°'l\IJKS MAl..I, :BURY. 
EN~L..Ar-41>. 

l>. MAC..C.AG'fO, <:r. M'LEO.l>, 
31 RTHLONE RORt>. :l.09. HRSl<i..6uRY RORo, 

TULSE. HILL, f.OMONTON 
lO"fDON S.W.!) LONDON N.-t. 

ENCJLAlllO. EN6..,f:JNO. 
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If )OU «an kt•t>p )our head 1dwn all about you 

Plant"• arl' "nap:ng paint from tail and wings 

If ) ou <·an tru ... t ) our~l'lf when the) all doubt you 

l\nd think that yc:u an• ~uitahle for other things. 

Jf }CHI can 11ait and not be lir<~d of 11aiting 

Till Rainbc)ll gh e" the 11 ord to ;,cramble out, 

If )OU arc hindc·d don·t gi1e 11a) to binding 

But thn•att•n ) our in ... tructor 11 ith a clout. 

If you can land ancl not make hump,. ) our ma"ter 

Or groundloop and not make that your aim. 

Ir ) OU clon ·t rhann• the triumph or disa5ter 

Wlwn Hainhcm "a)" '"that "hip go round again:· 

J f you c·an hear lo hear about your flying 

T'~i"ted hy kna,es lo make ) ou look a fool. 

'\nd stand hv knowing they're not 1) in~ 
But 1H1it and plan to thrrrn them in the pool. 

---

·--.. --·--

IF 

--=--

Ir 'Oll can land in •· . .\ .. Field II ithout prang111g 

\ ncl It'! Lhl' hank ... Lay 11 here it':::. alwap• het'n. 

\nd 1w11•r µ.:1e a hc~k for pistol~ banging 

But land 11 hl'cls up and ::.till remain serene. 

Ir 'OU can force ) our heart and nen c and .,j Ill'\\ 

To II) hy ni:d1t long after day is gone, 

And 1dwn tlw ground appears there·,, nothing in you 

Ju,.,l do,.,l' your C)e;, then pray and just hold on. 

If ) ou ean talk with Pilots 11 ithout stalling 

And talk of drift a;, though )OU really knew. 

Or :-hoot th1• line that',. really most appalling 

B) "a) ing ) ou 11cre there among the fc11. 

If ) ou 1·an he at Link ~pot on the minute 

\ncl kt•t•p ) our height and airspeed on the hall. 

\nd walk out \1 ith the thought then'" nothing in it. 

'I ou·re loo <iarn good lo take this cour~c al all. 


