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How do astronomers know about galaxies that are millions of light-years away, even if they only appear as
fuzzy spots in the sky? This book has the answer. The publisher’s description as “a short stopover, a
moment of self-reflection of the past century of achievements” in extragalactic research is an
understatement. This is a remarkably detailed, 800-page compendium of information currently known
about galaxies, told in an unusual question and answer interview format by dozens of experts in the

field. This approach offers the kind of experience that can typically only be found in a professional
meeting. Beginning with the initial discovery of the Milky Way galaxy, readers are led through the Local
Group galaxies, all the way to the edge of the observable universe. Along the way, the observational data,
technologies used, and theoretical models are put into their historical context. This 800-page book is well
referenced and makes excellent use of diagrams and images, many of which appear in color. Itis an
essential reference for any individual with a technical interest in galaxies.

Summing Up: Essential. Upper-division undergraduates and above; faculty and professionals.
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