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The accident report read, ‘‘Primary Cause: Operator
factor; the pilot continued to fly in icing conditions which
resulted in loss of power and aircraft control.
Contributing Cause: Operator factor; the pilot disregarded
the Flight Manual, filed and flew into forecast icing
conditions.”’

Why?

What were the underlying drives that prompted

10

the pilot to defy common sense, the Flight Manual, and
his aircraft’s capabilities?

The absolute truth may never be known, The men who
could tell us, the pilot, co-pilot, and passenger died in the
crash. But we can look back through the mission history

and find some answers.
The mission was briefed as a cross country proficiency
flight for the pilot and co-pilot.
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