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Embry-Riddle alumnus killed in crash

then popped up from behind the pier
giving the crowd an extra thrill.”
Business Manager
Beard graduated from Embry-Riddleʻs
extended campus in Fort Lewis, Wash.
Air show performer and Embry-Riddle in 1999. He holds two degrees, a
graduate Eric Beard, 48, died Jan. 6, when Bachelor of Science in Professional
the Piper Seneca he was piloting crashed Aeronautics and a Masters of Science
on approach to Skagit Regional Airport in in Aeronautical Science.
Burlington, Wash.
Daytona Beach most recently played
Beard was born in 1957 in Athens, Ga. host to Beard at Florida SkyFest, the bianHis involvement in
nual homecoming air
aviation started at the
show. He was treated
age of 14, when he
to a true homecombegan taking flying
ing, with programs
lessons. He financed
proudly proclaiming
his early flight train“Welcome Home Eric
ing by riding his
Beard.”
bicycle to the airport
Beard flew the
to clean airplanes.
“Russian Thunder,”
Aerobatic
traina rare Yak 54 made in
ing came in the
Sarotov, Russia. The
- JAMES AHRENS
ʻ80s, when Beard
plane was designed
began lessons in
and manufactured in
a Cessna Acrobat.
1996 to be capable of
He began performing at air shows in unlimited aerobatics. There are only seven
the ʻ90s and has performed hundreds Yak 54s in the world, and Beard was the
of times, including in Daytona Beach, only air show performer to fly one in the
at Wings and Waves.
United States. Embry-Riddle was Beardʼs
“During one maneuver Eric headed primary sponsor.
straight across the water toward the local
The Seneca was registered to Airpac
pier at the end of the aerobatic box,” Airlines Inc., a Seattle, Wash. based cargo
recalled James Ahrens, Beardʼs air show
announcer. “His plane disappeared and
Please see “BEARD,” page A2
Brian Case

“

Everyone loved
Eric ... he was
a true southern
gentleman.

”

Tri Sigma installs
Eta Tau chapter
Jonathan Mettin
Managing Editor

The Sigma Sigma Sigma sorority
officially installed the Eta Tau chapter at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University over the weekend. National
sorority officers and University representatives,
including
Associate
Chancellor John Watret and Greek Life
Director Aaron Clevenger, were present
as 36 women were
initiated at an installation
banquet
Saturday night by
Aretha Cox, the
Collegiate
VicePresident of the
sorority. The ceremony took place at
Daytona USA.
Sigma
Sigma
- JOHN
Sigma, or Tri Sigma
for short, began
colonization
at
ERAU on Oct. 30, 2004. In that time,
the women have met the requirements
set forward by the national office by
engaging in several charitable projects, including making coloring books
for children at Halifax Hospital, and
achieving academic honors.
“They have achieved a chapter GPA
of 3.3 as a whole,” Watret said during a speech at the banquet. “These
women have worked hard to establish
themselves and become the Eta Tau

“

chapter.” Watret went on to describe the
benefits of Greek life, including better performance in the classroom and
increased school spirit.
Tri Sigma is the fourth sorority on campus, joining Alpha Xi Delta, Delta Sigma
Theta and Theta Phi Alpha.
“This is a way for our national organization to grow,” said Tri-Sigma representative Amy Borne, who served
as banquet host. “Itʼs spreading
our Sigma tradition.”
Eta Tau is the latest of the 106 active
collegiate chapters of
Tri Sigma, which has
over 70,000 active
members nationwide
and was founded in
1898 at Longwood
College in Farmville,
Va.
Several national
WATRET
representatives
of
the sorority spoke
throughout
the
night, including Cox and Colony Director
Brenda Ray.
Cox praised the diversity of the chapter, which includes athletes, student
government officials and resident advisors among its ranks, and again noted
that Tri Sigma has the highest Greek
GPA on campus.
Many of the speakers presented gifts
to the chapter, including a punch set,

PHOTO COURTESY WWW.RUSSIANTHUNDER.COM

EMBRY-RIDDLE GRADUATE ERIC Beard in front of his aerobatic plane Russian Thunder. Beard died in a plane crash Jan. 6
when attempting to land the cargo plane he was piloting. Embry-Riddle was Beardʼs largest sponsor.

Navy helicopter visits for competition

These women have
worked hard to
establish
themselves ...

”

JONATHAN METTIN/AVION

NAVY H35 ECHO HELICOPTER visited ERAUʼs Daytona Beach campus on Saturday as a part of a day-long
competition of Navy Jr. ROTC units from 12 Florida high schools. The units competed in a series of events that challenged
the cadetsʼ academic, physical and teamwork abilities. The winning team received scholarships to the University.

Please see “TRISIG,” page A2

Men’s basketball wins
12 games over break
Chris Tezak
Photography Editor

JONATHAN METTIN/AVION

MEMBERS OF THE NEW Sigma Sigma Sigma chapter pose with national officers of the sorority and other Tri Sigma members
from chapters across the country. The Eta Tau chapter was officially installed at a ceremony held at Daytona USA on Saturday
by Collegiate Vice-President Aretha Cox. Tri Sigma began colonization at Embry-Riddle on Oct. 30, 2004.
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The Embry-Riddle Menʼs Basketball
team had a great Christmas as they won 12
games over the holiday break, and were
able to claim the number one spot
in NAIA Division II.
With a 23-1 overall record,
2-0 in conference, the men are
riding comfortably through the
season. Over the winter break,
they captured the Bahama House
Classic and Carrabaʼs Shootout
titles behind strong performances by big
men Nick Miller and Michael Pyle, who
had double-doubles in the title matches of
both tourneys. In one game, the two combined for 59 points and 22 rebounds.
On the season, Pyle is leading the team

with 16 points and 9 rebounds a game. For
the back court, Ryan Exter, the three-point
machine, is averaging just shy of 16 points
per game and is shooting a solid 38 percent
from three-point territory. In the Eaglesʼ
23 wins they have beat their opponents
by an average of over 18 points, and
have had very few close calls.
On Jan. 4, the team jumped
two spots in the NAIA rankings and received 16 of 17
first place votes to become
the number one team in the
country. In a statement to ERAU
Athletics,
Head
Basketball
Coach
Steve
Ridder
was
happy, but humble.
“I am really proud of our teamʼs overall
effort this year and I am not sure that we
Please see “BBALL,” page A6
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NASA expert packs the house
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Last Thursday, Dr. Phillip
Tompkins spoke to students and
several guests in the IC Auditorium
regarding communication within
NASA and how the successes
of the past had been ignored,
resulting in the loss of Challenger
and Columbia.
The presentation was delayed
by about 15 minutes to allow
more chairs to be brought into the
auditorium, but even with the extra
seating, it was standing room only
as Dr. Tompkins was introduced by
Dr. Joanne Detore-Nakamura from
the Communications Department.
Dr. Tompkins is a communications expert who has been working with NASA since the days of
Apollo. His mentor, Professor W.
Charles Redding, was invited by
Dr. Wernher von Braun to analyze
the communication structure in
NASA during the Apollo project
and to identify potential problems
before they became true issues
that could cost lives. Redding was
allowed to select one person to
come with him, and Dr. Tompkins
commentedmany times during the
presentation of how lucky he was
that Dr. Redding chose him.
Throughout the presentation, Dr.
Tompkins commented on different communications problems and
fixes that he has encountered in
his career, often interspersed with
first-hand anecdotes about von
Braun and other members of NASA
who were role models of good

communication. His unique and
extremely educated sense of humor
enhanced his explanations of how
the Apollo program was so successful, while his recollections of
the Space Shuttle failures provided
a reminder that communication is
integral to NASA, perhaps more
than other organizations.
The moral of the story, which
he repeated several times during
the night, was “speak the truth to
power,” referring to the necessity that engineers, technicians,
everyone from the lower ranks and
lower administration absolutely
must communicate with the upper
management. He made an example
of the “Monday notes” that von
Braun required of his managers,
a simple, one page letter detailing
their advances and problems in the
past week. These notes would be
given up the chain of command,
read, responded to, and passed
back down to everyone, to promote
horizontal communication and
feedback from the managers.
However, by the time of the shuttle, those notes were so modified as
to make them a one-way conduit
from the technicians upwards. This
lack of feedback was shown in the
e-mails that were sent out by engineers and ignored by the management regarding the status of the
heat shield on Columbia.
At the end of the lecture, he took
several questions from the audience and then stayed after to autograph copies of his book, Apollo,
Challenger, Columbia: The Decline
of the Space Program, a Study in
Organizational Communication.

You may have noticed some unusual activity if you were around campus
this past Saturday. Embry-Riddle
hosted the annual Florida Resident
Advisor Seminar (FRAS) with four
hundred resident advisors from

� “TRISIG”
from Front

luggage, donations and books
recording the history of Sigma
Sigma Sigma. Clevenger, on
behalf of the department of
Student Activities, said that
his office would frame the
chapterʼs charter.
It is Tri Sigma tradition that
each chapter customize a Barbie
doll to represent their chapter. At the Tri Sigma national
headquarters 105 Barbies,
represented each chapter of
the sorority, are on display.
Chapter President Michelle
Sidhwa presented number 106,
“Pilot Barbie” complete with a
miniature airplane, to Cox during the ceremony.
After all the sisters from
previously-installed chapters
and Eta Tau were recognized
by name and chapter, they all
joined hands to form a circle
around the room and sing the
Tri Sigma song before posing for a group picture to end
the evening.
Sidhwa said she was excited
after the installation. “Now
is when we can establish
ourselves as a chapter,” she
said. “We get to do all the
rituals, which weʼve done
since 1868.”

twenty-seven schools all over the
state of Florida. They came to
Daytona from Jan. 20-22 for a weekend of learning and fun. FRAS is a
long-standing tradition in the state
of Florida; it has been bouncing
from school to school for at least the
past fifteen years.
This yearʼs conference started off
with an unsure fate. The Plaza Hotel,

Sidwha went on to discuss the
plans of the newest Greek chapter
on campus, including recruiting new members and continued
philanthropy, which she said
was one of the main reasons she
joined Tri Sigma.
“I knew it was for me,” she
said. “This has been completely
worth it … we worked so hard
for this.”

where the conference was initially
scheduled, backed out of their contract leaving Embry-Riddle hanging
without 100 hotel reservations and
no place to hold the conference. The
Shores hotel and spa became the next
destination of the event. Then, for
unknown reasons, the Plaza recognized their mistake and reaccepted
the conference. Despite the logistical
nightmare of planning, the event the
weekend went off without a hitch.
Schools come to FRAS to compete
in a number of different categories
while learning as much as they can
from RAs of other schools through
experiences and ideas; this year was
no exception. The initial gathering on
Friday night, called Roll Call, not only
left you without a voice but a mild
case of hearing loss as well. During
Roll Call all of the schools competed
with their most creative way of introducing their school, themselves, and

their sponsor. This year Jacksonville
University won with an unbelievable
rendition of a Target commercial.
Once Saturday rolled around,
everyone headed to campus where a
series of programming sessions took
place in the COA. Programs were
given by each school on a variety of
topics. Dealing with residents who
have a drinking problem, yoga, and
line dancing were just a few of the
programs presented.
After all the programs everyone
headed back to the Plaza, where the
formal banquet took place. Awards
were given and guest speaker Corey
Frank from American Eagle Airlines
gave his speech on attitude, aptitude
and altitude. Carey is and EmbryRiddle alumni who served as an
RA as well as a resident director. The delegates ended their stay
with a dance rolling into the early
hours of Sunday.

“You know you want to rock ...”

� “BEARD”
from Front

carrier. Beard flew part-time for
Airpac, and was also employed as
an engineer by Boeing. According
to Airpacʼs website, the airline
employs 12 pilots and flies contract
cargo for banks, health labs and
overnight shipping companies.
The cause of the crash is not yet
known. According to a preliminary
report by the NTSB, the Seneca
crashed in instrument meteorological conditions while executing an
NDB approach. The automatic
weather observation at the time of
the crash reported a broken cloud
layer at 100 feet above ground level,
a second cloud layer at 800 feet
and five miles visibility. Beard
left radio contact with Whidbey
Island air traffic control in order to
attempt the approach and never
signaled an emergency.
“Everyone loved Eric and not
just for his performances for he was
a true southern gentleman,” said
Ahrens during a memorial service
last week in Seattle, Wash.
Beard is survived by his wife,
Diane, and four children, Sheena
Allison, Tiffany Johnson, Lacey
Johnson and Trent Beard.

GREG FRECHETTE/AVION

CORI YARCKIN, AN ORLANDO native, rocked the Student Center on Thursday. Besides
playing selections from her album Ringing In My Head, Yarckin covered several popular rock
songs, including Green Dayʼs “American Idiot” and Cheap Trickʼs “I Want You To Want Me.”
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What the University needs in its next president
With the departure of a is arguably one of the most important
university president, an institution of responsibilities of a president, second
higher education has many new and only to funding the budget. Embryexciting opportunities to explore.
Riddle has a history of becoming
The board of trustees is entrusted entangled in boondoggles such as the
with the responsibility of finding the CAPT program and other auxiliary
best person to lead the university enterprises that result in catastrophic
for the next several years. With this losses. The argument in support of
responsibility comes a great deal of such enterprises is that if successful,
commitment to finding the right fit. the activity will yield a profit equivaFrom my perspective as a former lent to the return on investment of a
two-term trustee and student govern- healthy endowment. In other words,
ment president, what follows is my it models an endowment that we
opinion on what the trustees need to donʼt have.
look for in a new president:
But if the program is not successWe need a fundraiser. The next ful, the risk is a loss of money that can
president must posses the ability to only be born on the backs of students
identify prospective donors – corpo- via tuition dollars. While the potenrate and individutial financial gain
als – and develop
and endowment
relationships with
looks attractive,
these folks that
the next president
will lead to an
must
carefully
... courting donors
actual gift. In other
calculate the risk
is not enough. The
words, just findwhen entering into
ing and courting
new president must such endeavors. A
the donors is not
viable
strategy
close the deal ...
enough. The new
complete with an
president
must
exit option needs
- MATT COLLIER
close the deal and
to be developed
produce results. As
and
executed
a young University,
before significant
our endowment is weak and our con- losses are incurred.
tact with alumni is even worse. This
We need an academic. The next
puts us in the vulnerable position of president must be able to empathize
reliance on tuition dollars. We must with the faculty body and understand
get away from this.
critical issues such as compensation,
We need a capable financial equity, workload and tenure. Our
manager. Stewardship of the budget provost has eloquently stated that

“

”

Have an opinion?
Want to express your
thoughts? Write to
The Avion by submitting your thoughts
via our website at
avionnewspaper.com
or by stopping by
the office in SC 110
with a digital copy.

the institution of higher education
exists for the transfer of knowledge between faculty and students.
Without a world-class and satisfied
faculty body, this primary function
is hindered and cannot reach its
full potential. In the years past, we
have made progress with respect to
compensation and equity, but it is

not enough. To attract and retain the
best and brightest faculty members,
we must have a competitive and
attractive compensation package
that is on par with peer universities.
I think most faculty would agree that
Embry-Riddle needs to make appreciable advancements in this regard.
We need a student advocate. Jack

Embry-Riddle needs:
1. A fundraiser - The ability to significantly advance
the Universityʼs development efforts.
2. A financial steward – The ability to successfully
manage the Universityʼs finances and decrease its
reliance on tuition dollars.
3. An academic – The ability to empathize with the
Universityʼs faculty bodies and resolve critical
issues such as compensation, equity, workload and
tenure.
4. A student advocate – The ability to adopt the
Employee Creed and endorse the concept that
the University would not exist if it wasnʼt for the
student body.
5. A leader – The ability to lead with confidence,
courage and compassion.
6. An aviator – The ability to understand the special
needs of a university centered on aviation,
aerospace and related technologies

Upset training aids safety
Some pilots say upset training
is aerobatics and others say itʼs
for those “risk takers” or “sky
cowboys,” as they are sometimes
called. I would argue that upset
training offers more than just
thrills, but also increases safety in
our skies.
Many new private pilots have
only experienced straight and
level flight, and most have never
experienced the feeling of being
in an unusual attitude. If you
look at general aviation today,
they, too, lack experience in upset
training. Pilots who have been
educated in upset maneuvers are
more prepared in an emergency
situation that puts them in an
unnatural position.

Upset training can improve a
pilotʼs reaction time in an event of
an emergency or unnatural position.
By understanding the mechanical
requirements of upset flying in a
non-emergency situation, pilots are
able to react quickly and effectively
in the case of an emergency. In
addition, upset training also exposes pilots to the physical effects of
upset maneuvers, and allows them
to become more comfortable operating an aircraft in such a situation.
All of these factors contribute
to making the pilot more experienced in different types of flight
and allows him or her to be safer
and more proactive in the event of
an emergency.
This additional experience also

takes away the “panic factor”.
Human nature exhibits panic in
unforeseen or unnatural circumstances. If a pilot is able to understand the mechanical contributors
of upset flying in a controlled
situation, he or she will be able to
move beyond panic and become
more relaxed during upset flight. In
an unexpected inversion, the pilot
can overcome the panic and be
able to think rationally to correct
the situation.
So, the next time you see aerobatic pilots, try to look beyond the
risk taker stereotype and appreciate
their safety efforts. Maybe it will
inspire you to break away from the
norm and into upset training.
~Monty Hardy

Alumnus offers insight from real world
This is supposed to be a col- years at Embry-Riddle. I got into a
umn about life in the real world, lot of trouble, made a lot of friends,
inspiring words from an alum- grew two inches taller and went
nus who recently graduated and for a class or two. Then they gave
now works in the aerospace indus- me a certificate, dubbing me an
try. Someone who can tell you that Aerospace Engineer. Better. That is
it is all worth it, that you will only exactly how I remember it.
recognize the worth of your educaNow, I live in Everett,
tion after graduation, that you will Washington, site of the big Boeing
look back on those difficult classes factory. I have a job, a retirement
and
impossible
plan, health insurlecturers
with
ance, life insurfond
memories
ance, a dental
someday.
plan and a 401(k)
This is supsavings plan. I
posed to be a
have more slacks
Don’t keep
column that might
than jeans in my
inject and aneccloset, more black
your hopes up.
dote
or
two
socks than white
about real-world
sports socks.
situations to deal
That is what
- SHYAMAL ADDANKI
with, situations
hit me one day,
that seem so alien
and scared the
from college life,
yuppie out of me.
or about dealing with bosses and I walked into my closet to put away
co-workers, about working nine- some clothes, and realized that I
to-five and having homework-free had two pairs of jeans, and four
weekends.
pairs of regular slacks. Think about
Donʼt keep your hopes up.
that. Or rather, donʼt. As scary as it
I graduated last semester, after is, the idea that there will be people
five years at ERAU. That statement in Daytona Beach thinking about
doesnʼt really seem to illustrate the my pants is scarier.
gravity of the situation. I spent five
But I am sure you get my point,

“

”

Student Forum

which is, in case you did not, in reckless, made more friends, worfact, get it, that it brings about the ried less, and then maybe, just
idea that there must be some point maybe, I would not even have
when you transit
graduated
and
from being that
then the entire
college student
problem of wonbusy struggling
dering when you
with senioritis to
stop being a col... people in
being a … how
lege student and
Daytona Beach
shall I put this
become a yuppie
… regular perwould have taken
thinking about my
son. So I tried to
care of itself.
pants ...
figure out when
So now, after
that happens. Not
some
deep
- SHYAMAL ADDANKI
really that easy,
reflection, I have
considering
at
decided
that
that very moment
instead of worthe yuppie that had been scared out rying about this transition, this
of me jumped back in to join in the change from college student to
discussion. I still havenʼt figured yuppie, I am going to try to keep
that out.
up both worlds, parallel dimenHowever, the idea that this bor- sions if you will, (and if you wonʼt,
der, this definite moment, this event go to another dimension), where
horizon if you will, (and if you will I can be the yuppie of work on
not, go and take a walk to the hori- weekdays from nine to five, but
zon), actually is out there, is star- still have my college type of fun in
tling to me in its own respect. Had the evenings and weekends. I will
I acknowledged this while I was at keep you, the readers, informed
Riddle, I might have done things a of how this works over the
little differently. I would like to say next few weeks.
that I would have, anyway.
Now if I could only find a moat
Maybe I would have had a to toss a shopping cart into.
little more fun, been a little more
~Shyamal Addanki

“

”

Hunt, Embry-Riddleʼs first president, that each of these three groups are
established the Employee Creed. essential components of the instituThat creed, reaffirmed in 2003 by Dr. tion, and without one, the other two
George Ebbs, says that students are are rendered useless. For example,
the lifeblood of this and every univer- having faculty and administration
sity. The next president must be will- without a student body is pointless;
ing to endorse this
likewise, having
concept and exeadministration and
cute the responsistudents without
bilities of his office
faculty
defeats
in wholehearted
the purpose of the
... having faculty
support of student
and administration institution.
interest. He or she
We need an
must understand
aviator. Because
without a student
the crucial role
of
Embrybody is pointless.
of student affairs
Riddleʼs
niche
and be willing to
market, the next
- MATT COLLIER
get involved in
president
must
related activities.
have an extensive
Also, the next
background
in
president must make the construc- the aviation/aerospace industry or,
tion of a student union a prior- at the very least, demonstrate an
ity in accordance with last yearʼs understanding of the special needs
memorandum of understanding invovled in leading this unique
between Student Government and institution of higher education.
the administration.
With all of these characteristics, the
We need a leader. The next next president should be capable of
president must posses the ability to leading Embry-Riddle forward into
employ tact and to lead with confi- the next phase of its evolution. So
dence, courage and compassion. A much potential exists at this school;
university is comprised of essentially finding the right leader to harness
three constituencies – faculty, staff this energy is key to our continued
and students. As the chief execu- success. The only remaining issue is
tive, the president is responsible for finding this dynamic individual and I
balancing the needs of these groups would argue that we should focus the
in a manner such that the mission of search internally. The best candidate
the university is achieved. Moreover, may already be filling the position.
the president needs to understand
~Matt Collier

“

”

On the Radio:
Hateful morning talk shows
In business research, and most donʼt think: women in stirrup
academic research for that mat- pants or Reagan-Reagan-Bush. I
ter, researchers examine rela- also donʼt think “Her name is Rio
tionships and try to understand and she dances in the sand.”
I cannot conjecture why radio
cause and effect. Listening to the
radio has helped me draw some stations feel an “all ʻ80s lunch”
clear conclusions about correla- is really something people want.
tion, but Iʼm still not sure if the I donʼt like Aqua Net on my hair
radio omelet or the radio nugget or on my salad, so I donʼt see why
my lunch hour must be domicame first.
Driving to work in the morn- nated by ʻ80s music. Granted, if
“Sheʼs got legs” Iʼll let
ings, I learned that
her “Pour some sugar
morning hours are
on me,” but that doesnʼt
directly correlated with
mean my music preferhumorless jokes and
ences change because
other inane talk. What
my pop-tarts have been
is it about the morning
processed by my digescommute that makes
tive system.
programmers believe
In the evenings, radio
listeners are interested
stations are again domiin hearing what some
Christopher A.
nated by something
disc jockey in New
Noth
other than commercials.
York saw some girl
While
programming
stick up her nose. There
Columnist
varies from call-in
are many things I like in
the morning: oatmeal, milk, cof- sex advice shows to countdown
fee, news, and music. Note that shows, it is still not a continuous
“The Morning After Show” did and varied stream of music (what
not make the list. Music, on the I really want).
While I was home for the break,
other hand did. I challenge you,
though, to find a station actually I had the most awesome radiolistening experience possible.
playing music in the morning.
Outside of those pesky com- One station, Channel Z, was “on
mercials, I find the hour between shuffle.” Station management
10 a.m. and 11 a.m. very listen- simply loaded thousands of songs
able. Many stations actually play into their computer, along with
music during this time. Contrary an appropriate number of comto the opinion of many station mercials, clicked shuffle, and let
managers, I actually like music the music play. Not surprisingly,
much more than I like commer- the variety of music was amazcials, bad-joke-telling-hosts, or ing; furthermore, it was uninterrandom sounds before a deep rupted by stories about some disc
voiced man repeating the stationʼs jockeyʼs infant child or Michael
Jackson molesting the infant
call letters.
Once the clock strikes 11, child of some disc jockey.
Embarrassing though-it-maythough, I know itʼs back to poor
programming. For whatever be, I am often found singing in
reason, lunch has lost its logical my car. I sing along because I like
associations. When I think lunch, the music. Thatʼs it. I just like to
I think: ham, cheese, bread, hear music. With the exception
chips, and iced tea. There are of niche-genres, like talk radio,
some things that donʼt come to radio stations should pick a promind when I think about lunch, gramming genre and play music
though. When I think lunch, I in that genre – plain and simple.

The Avion asks: “How do you feel about Bush authorizing the NSA to spy on Americans?”

—Compiled by Matt Collier

Marc Loftus
Aeronautical Science
Freshman

Juaha Swaray
Business
Senior

Tim Roig
Aeronautical Science
Sophomore

Brittany Butler
Aviation Maintenance
Freshman

Chris Webb
Aerospace Studies
Senior

Fartun Salah
Air Traffic Management
Junior

“It has the potential to
prevent terrorism.”

“From an international
perspective, itʼs about time
the Americans got a taste of
their own president.”

“For national security
purposes, why not?”

“I donʼt like it because it
invades our privacy, and itʼs
just wrong.”

“I would rather die in a
terrorist attack than give
up my freedom; Iʼm a
republican.”

“Itʼs horrible. So much for
the land of the free.”
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Assisted suicide law constitutional, says Court
Melanie Pugh
Chief Copy Editor
In a surprising move, the United
States Supreme Court voted 6-3 in
favor of upholding Oregonʼs assisted
suicide law. The 1997 law, unique to
the state, gives physicians the right to
administer lethal doses of prescription drugs to terminally ill patients;
it has ended the suffering of more
than 200 people to date. The controversial law was placed under scrutiny by the Bush administration, with
attempts to penalize the physicians
writing the prescriptions.
Stipulations, however, are in
place to maintain the lawʼs legitimacy. More than one doctor must
confirm the severity of the illness, and both must agree that life
expectancy is no greater than six

months in order for the assisted suicide
option to be considered. This checks
and balances system mitigates any
suspicions brought forth on matters
of authenticity.
In the end, it was decided that it
was a matter to be left to the individual states, rather than be overruled
on a federal level. The justices came
together in a solid majority; the vote
was expected to be a close 5-4 or 4-5
tally, with Justice Anthony Kennedy
emerging as a swing voter. Kennedy
spoke out against former Attorney
General John Ashcroftʼs 2001 claim
that the law goes against “legitimate
medical purpose,” by saying that the
“authority claimed by the attorney
general is both beyond his expertise
and incongruous with the statutory
purposes and design.”
Newly appointed Chief Justice
John Roberts supported the Bush

administration, representing the
first time he departed from majority
vote. Conservatives now, more than
ever, are calling for the confirmation
of Judge Samuel Alito to the high
court. Speculation lends toward the
notion that Alitoʼs right-wing vote,
in conjunction with the cancellation of retiring Justice Sandra Day
OʼConnorʼs left-wing vote, could
begin to sway the outcome of future
landmark cases. Justice Antonin
Scalia, siding with Roberts, writes,
“If the term ʻlegitimate medical
purposeʼ has any meaning, it surely
excludes the prescription of drugs to
produce death.”
Wisconsin legislators are now
looking to Oregon and the same
brand of federal support, as they
try to pass their “death with dignity
bill,” which has not passed in the
last six terms.

Africa elects female Pres.
War-torn
Liberia elects
Sirleaf
Brian Case
Business Manager
Africaʼs first female president
took the oath of office this month
after two rounds of voting.
Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf was inaugurated January 16 as the next
president of Liberia. At a ceremony attended by such notables
as Condoleezza Rice and Laura
Bush Johnson-Sirleaf inherited the
reigns to a Liberia desperately in
need of strong leadership.
Liberia was the first republic
in Africa, founded in 1847 by
freed American slaves who chose
to emigrate to Africa. Recent
history has thrown Liberia into
shambles. Two civil wars have
practically destroyed the country.
The first, from 1989-1996, was a
bloody struggle for power between
Samuel Doe and Charles Taylor,
with Taylor eventually taking the
country by force. The second,
fought by rebels against Taylor,

ended in 2003 when Taylor was
forced into exile.
By the end of the wars, the
U.N. estimates that over 250,000
were killed, and over one million
were displaced.
Today, Liberia and its capital
city, Monrovia, lack basic infrastructure, such as water and electricity. Exact numbers are hard to
come by, but as much as 85 percent
of the population is likely unemployed. Liberia is fortunate to be
home to many natural resources,
specifically iron and rubber,
which, until recently, were used to
finance the war.
Sirleaf is the first democratically elected president of Liberia
in decades. A Harvard trained
economist, Sirleaf will have to
rely on all of her experience in
global economics to rebuild after
15 years of civil war. She was born
in 1939 in Liberia, and served as
deputy finance minister and later
as finance minister. In 1980, she
was jailed following a military
coup of the government, and later
fled the country.
Sirleaf then filled a string of
positions with various financial
firms, including the World Bank,
before returning to Liberia in 1997
to run against Taylor during a short
lived break in the fighting. She

left Liberia again, returning after
Taylor fled to Nigeria.
“We know that your vote was
a vote for change, a vote for
peace, security and stability, a
vote for individual and national
prosperity, a vote for healing and
leadership,” Sirleaf said in her
inagural address.
Sirleaf finished 20 percent
ahead of her opposition in a runoff
election last November.

PHOTO COURTESY WWW.NIAGARA.EDU

THE SUPREME COURT VOTED 6-3 to uphold Oregonʼs assisted suicide law. The only law of its kind in
the nation, it allows doctors to administer lethal doses of medication to terminally ill patients.

Drugs likely cause for murders
Justin Door
Guest Reporter

PHOTO COURTESY WWW.KSG.HARVARD.EDU

ELLEN
JOHNSON-SIRLEAF
BECAME Africaʼs first female
president on Jan. 16.

Daytona Beach police are
investigating the murder of two
women in recent weeks. Killed
within 20 days of one another, it is
unclear whether the two murders
were performed by the same person
or are even related. But according
to Daytona Beach Detective Bobby
Grim, there may be some connection between these women and a
drug deal.
However, it is unclear what
the true motivation behind the
murders was. It is not believed
that there is a serial killer by the
police, however.
Laquetta Gunther, 45. was found

Advertisement

on Dec. 26 behind two buildings
on North Beach Street. Discovered
by a passerby, investigators said
they believed the killing may
have occurred as early as Dec. 24,
Christmas Eve.
On Jan. 14, 34-year-old Julie
Green was found by a construction
worker on a dirt access road just off
LPGA Boulevard. Police have not
revealed how she died, but it appears
she was killed at the site between 9
p.m. the night before and earlier that
morning, and in a similar manner to
Laquetta Gunther.
Grim said the two women did not
know one another nor did they frequent the same places.
However, a third woman found
murdered before New Yearʼs Eve
frequented the same bar as Gunther,

a bar on Madison Avenue near the
railroad tracks named Willieʼs.
This other woman, 47-year-old
Laura Lee Welsh, was shot in a
drug deal early Dec. 30. Police
have identified the suspect as 29year-old Ollie Edward Parker of
Daytona Beach, who is still on
the run.
Another suspect, 50-year-old
Charles Hollowell of Holly Hill,
has been arrested and charged with
third-degree murder. Hollowell took
Welsh to Halifax Medical Center
after the shooting, and is implicated
in her death because he was trying to
buy drugs when Welsh was shot.
Investigators are asking that anyone with information regarding the
Gunther or Green murders to call
(386) 671-5100.
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Iran persists with nuke program despite protests
Andy Kwok
Staff Reporter

PHOTO COURTESY WWW.DIGITALGLOBE.COM

THIS NUCLEAR FACILITY IN Bushehr is an example of the compunds Iran is using to enrich uranium. Russia and China said that the matter
should not be brought to the U.N. but still spoke out against Iran, with Russia offering to enrich uranium for Iranʼs power plants.
Advertisement

A nuclear standoff is emerging
as Iran resumed work at its nuclear
enrichment plants on Jan. 10 after
two and a half years of suspension
by the Non-Proliferation Treaty.
Asserting its rights to research
nuclear technology for energy and
peaceful purposes, Iran broke the
U.N. seals at three of its nuclear
facilities on Jan. 10 to continue
nuclear fuel research. Negotiations
took place afterwards between
Britain, Germany, France, and
Tehran; but soon ended with
stalemate. France declared that
negotiation could not resume
unless Iran froze its nuclear
research immediately.
Upon a stalemate in the negotiation, the Western powers who have
U.S. support appealed the issue to
the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) and requested an
emergency meeting. Acting as the
United Nationsʼ nuclear watchdog
with its headquarters in Vienna,
the IAEA Board of Governors
will decide on Feb. 2-3 whether
or not to refer the situation to U.N
Security Council.
“At this point I donʼt think that
we see anything that indicates
the Iranians are willing to engage
in a serious diplomatic process,”
U.S. State Department spokesman
Sean McCormack told BBC News
in Washington.
Russia and China, on the other
hand, disagree with the idea of
referring the matter to the United
Nations, but have criticized Iranʼs
actions. Their opposition to the
U.N. referral is partially due to the
Russian construction contract with
Iran on more than 20 nuclear power
plants and Chinaʼs high dependency
on Iranian oil.
Meanwhile, Moscow offered a
compromise, in which Russia would
enrich the necessary uranium for
Iranʼs nuclear power plants. This
will forbid Iran from constructing
nuclear weapons. However, such
partnership discussions will not
take place until Feb. 16.
“Sanctions are not the best
or the only way to solve international
problems,”
Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov
told CNN at a news conference
in Moscow on Jan. 17.

“The Chinese side believes
resolving the issue through peaceful diplomatic means is the best
choice, benefiting all parties,”
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Kong Quan told BBC News.
Since the IAEA meeting
is scheduled next month, the
Western nations are waiting for
Iran to reconsider
Moscowʼs
offer and suspend its current
enrichment process.
Even through Iran has resumed
its uranium enrichment research,
it claims desires to negotiate and
compromise. “If they want guarantees of no diversion of nuclear fuel,
we can reach a formula acceptable
to both sides in talks,” the Iranian
negotiator Ali Larijani, told BBC.
With the uncertainties in potential
U.N. sanctions, Iran has also begun
to transfer its European assets to
overseas banks.
Overall, the Western powers
distrust Iran after its initial violation of the Non-Proliferation Treaty
and believe that Iran has not done
enough to demonstrate its desires
to return to diplomatic negotiations. This distrust has grown
from a history of Iranian secretive
activities that were not reported to
the IAEA.
In addition, the Iranian President
calls for Israel to be “wiped off
the map” and claims the Nazi
Holocaust was a “myth.”
“The Iranians want to make this
about their rights. Itʼs not about
their rights. Itʼs about the ability
of the international system to trust
them with the capabilities and technologies that could lead to a nuclear
weapon,” U.S. Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice told CNN.
Aside from diplomatic negotiations with world governments,
Iran banned CNN due to a mistranslation of a live translation
speech delivered by Iran President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad on Jan.
14. The ban was soon removed
after CNN apologized for the mistranslation. Instead of translating
Ahmadinejadʼs speech of Iranʼs
rights to use nuclear “technology”, CNN mistranslated it into
nuclear “weapons”.
Although numerous analysts
believe that an economic sanction
on oil is unlikely to happen, it could
raise crude oil prices up to $100 per
barrel, as Iran is the worldʼs fourth
largest oil exporter.
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ERAU tennis begin season with different results
Press Release
ERAU Sports Info. Dept.
DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. The Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University menʼs tennis team
opened its spring season in convincing fashion with a 7-0 shutout of NCAA Division I Wofford
College (S.C.) at the Crotty Tennis
Complex Sunday afternoon.
The match was played under
NCAA Division I seven-point
scoring with doubles matches
worth one point.
“Theyʼre a solid mid-major
program that has some success,
so for us to beat them 7-0, it just
shows that I think that would put
us in the higher echelons of that
level,” ERAU head coach Dave
Paschal said. “I am happy for our
first match, itʼs a good first step
for us and we have some things to
work on, but we look like we are
at a level already that is going to
be very tough to beat.”
The three ERAU returning
NAIA All-Americans opened
with strong efforts, led by 2005
first-team selection, Mislav Hizak,
who defeated Andrew Stubbs 6-2,
6-2 at No. 1 singles and partnered
with freshman Matt Lukaszewicz
at No. 1 doubles for an 8-2 victory
against Stubbs and Richard Cahi.
2005 second-team selections
Evan Specht and Konstantin
Lazarov
also
opened
the
spring with victories. Specht
downed Cahi at No. 3 singles
6-1, 6-1, while Lazarov needed
three sets to dispel Michael
Barber 6-1, 4-6, 6-1.
Paschal was impressed with the
level of maturity the team showed
for the first match of the spring and
especially in the performance of
freshman Carlos Bes who battled
back after dropping the first set 64, to defeat Alex Fridzon 6-2 and
6-4 in the second and final sets.
“I am very happy because I
think there is some maturity that
showed through today and especially Carlos losing his first set
and coming back and winning,”
Paschal said. “I think that was
big for him, especially in his

first collegiate match.”
The Eagles won two of three
doubles matches, but Paschal
thinks this is one of the biggest areas the Blue and Gold
can improve upon the rest
of the season.
“I still see a lot of things that we
have to work, weʼve got to work on
some positive energy and positive
body language overall, especially
in our doubles,” Paschal said.

2. Carlos Bes (ERAUM)
def. Alex Fridzon (WCM)
4-6, 6-2, 6-4
3. Evan Specht (ERAUM) def.
Richard Cahi (WCM) 6-1, 6-1
4. Matt Lukaszewicz (ERAUM)
def. Scott Collins (WCM) 6-2, 6-3
5. Konstantin Lazarov (ERAUM)
def. Michael Barber (WCM) 6-1,
4-6, 6-1
6. Tomoaki Yasuda (ERAUM)
def. Jeff Muthig (WCM) 6-4, 6-1

Menʼs Tennis Match Results
Jan 22, 2006 at Crotty Tennis
Complex (Daytona Beach, Fla.)
Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical
University (Fla.) 7, Wofford
College (S.C.) 0

Doubles competition
1.
Mislav
Hizak/Matt
Lukaszewicz (ERAUM) def.
Andrew Stubbs/Richard Cahi
(WCM) 8-2
2. Evan Specht/Tomoaki Yasuda
(ERAUM) def. Michael Barber/
Alex Fridzon (WCM) 8-2
3. Jeff Muthig/Scott Collins
(WCM) def. Konstantin Lazarov/
Carlos Bes (ERAUM) 9-8 (7-2)

Singles competition
1. Mislav Hizak (ERAUM) def.
Andrew Stubbs (WCM) 6-2, 6-2

Press Release
ERAU Sports Info. Dept.
DAYTONA
BEACH,
Fla.
- NCAA Division I Wofford
College (S.C.) captured all three
doubles matches to gain the
momentum in the match and won
Nos. 2-6 singles surrendering just
eight games in those five matches
to record a 6-1 victory against
Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical
University at the Crotty Tennis
Complex Sunday afternoon.
Wofford was very strong in the
match sweeping all nine matches
and Paschal had nothing but praise
for the play of the opposition.
“Wofford is a very good team,
they are really strong on the womenʼs side, Iʼll tell you they are borderline nationally-ranked womenʼs
team and they are young,” Paschal
said. “Overall our womenʼs team

Special to The Avion
The
Iron
Eagles
Rugby
Club
has
started
this
season
with
two
straight
victories.
They
emerged
from their home game Jan.
21 with anarrow win over
Jacksonville, which came following a strong victory in Orlando
the previous week.
Daytona
came
into
this
Saturdayʼs
game
missing three of the usual starters.
Marshall Newell did
an excellent job in the scrum
half position in place of
the
absent
team
captain,
“Doc” James Brown.
Jacksonville was first on the

year. When you face a little adversity do you just give up or do you
dig in and just keep fighting and
realize if you fight then you win.
Not that you are going to win the
match, but you are going to win
the battle of that.”
This type of character and
determination could help set the
tone for the Eagle season which
was dealt a difficult blow just
before the spring season started
when two-time first-team AllAmerican junior Liezl Samios-Uy
decided she would not return to
the team. So, as Coach Paschal
says, “We will just have to see
how it plays out.”

Womenʼs
Tennis
Match
Results
Jan 22, 2006 at Crotty Tennis
Complex (Daytona Beach, Fla.)
Wofford College (S.C.) 6,
Embry-Riddle (Fla.) 1

Singles competition
1. Nora Kluge (ERAUW) def.
Ellen Rogers (WCW) 6-3, 2-6,
7-6 (7-4)
2. Cayley Wetzig (WCW) def.
Natalie Anaya (ERAUW) 6-1,
6-3
3. Tara Hartness (WCW) def.
Alex Buttazzoni (ERAUW) 6-2,
6-1
4. Ashley Page (WCW) def.
Lindsey Kurtz (ERAUW) 6-1,
6-0
5. Adriane Hodges (WCW) def.
Evan Halbhuber (ERAUW) 6-0,
6-0
6. Lauren Prickett (WCW) def.
Rachael Lund (ERAUW) 6-0, 6-0

CHRIS TEZAK/AVION
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MISLAV HIZAK ACTS AS line judge while motioning “out” during play
on Sunday. Hizak defeated Andrew Stubbs of Wofford College 6-2, 62 in singles competition as the men whipped WCW 7-0.

NATALIE ANAYA SHOWS HER disgust during Sundayʼs womenʼs
tennis action. Anaya lost to Cayle Qetzig of Wofford College 6-1, 6-3.
The women also lost as a team to WCW 6-1.

Rugby Club begins season 2-0
Eric Kvam

really competed today.
“I am not disappointed with
todayʼs result, I think itʼs going to
be tough this year,” Paschal added.
“I love our attitude on our team
and our great work ethic which
makes it enjoyable for everybody.
We will just have to see how
it plays out.”
Paschal was particularly proud
of returning first-team AllAmerican sophomore Nora Kluge
who battled back from being
down in the third set to pull out
the lone victory for ERAU at No.
1 singles defeating Ellen Rogers
6-3, 2-6, 7-6 (7-4).
“Iʼm very proud of Nora today.
In the past when she has struggled
and gotten down in the third set
she hasnʼt always finished her
matches strong and has given up
some times,” Paschal said. “She
came through today and thatʼs the
whole thing we are promoting this

scoreboard with a field goal resulting from a penalty deep within Iron
Eagles territory. With some hard
running and the help of
Jacksonville
penalties,
the
Daytona
team
found themselves in
position to kick a
field goal of their own
to tie the game.
As
play
continued,
the
Iron
Eagles made some
poor
plays,
and
tempers began to
flare due to lack of
focus and teamwork.
At the end of the first
half, the Iron Eagles player/
coach
Brian
Richardson
was on the sideline due
to injury and Alexi Bairstow

had touched down a try, giving
Daytona a 10-3 lead. After a
sloppy
start,
a
more
composed
Iron
Eagles
team stepped back onto the field
for thesecond half.
Sloppy play continued but with an
improvement in the
attitude of the Daytona
side. Both teams
scored an additional
try before the end
of the match.
The winning try for
Daytona came from
Dan Vandellen, when he placed a
kick deep into Jacksonville
territory, and with support,
recovered the ball for a score.
Following the match, the
girls had a seven-on-seven

scrimmage and then players
from
Jacksonville
and
Daytona played a B game
which was probably less sloppy
than the A game.
Next Saturday, there is a
home game against Orlando,
so
bring
some
friends
and some beverages to the
Richard
Petty
field
and
watch the match.
The Iron
Eagles
practice
sessions
are
from
6:00-8:00
p.m.
on Tuesdays and Thursdays
next to the soccer field
on Clyde Morris. Practices are
open; newcomers and experienced
players alike are welcomed.
Check
out
our
website for more information:
daytonabeachrugby.org
Gonga Mtu!

CHRIS TEZAK/AVION

SATURDAY SAW EMBRY-RIDDLEʼS Rugby Club, the Daytona Beach Coconuts, defeat Jacksonville. The Iron Eagles Rugby Club
improved their record to 2-0 following a victory in Orlando last week. Next Saturday, there is a home game at Richard Petty Field-which
is located just north of the Student Village-against Orlando.

� “BBALL”
from Front

are worthy of being the No.
1team in the country because
there is a lot of season to go,”
Ridder said. “If we were at that
point some time later in the year
it would certainly mean a lot more,
but this is still a tremendous honor
for our team and itʼs a compliment to all of our staff, coaches
and players to show at least at this
point of the year we have had a
very successful season.”
This past Saturday, the Eagles
had one of their closest games
of the season against conference
opponents S.C.A.D. The game
started off quite slow and the
poor pace continued all game. In
the first two minutes of the game,
both teams combined for a total
of three points. Embry-Riddle
began to put up points as time
went on and eventually massed a
double-digit lead. S.C.A.D. shot
poorly in the first half, only able
to do 30 percent from the field,
allowing Embry-Riddle to open
up their lead.
As the second half started, the
Eagles held their lead with the
two teams trading points, neither
gaining any momentum. S.C.A.D.
forward Ryan Kaminski, was able
to create points underneath and had
a solid night rebounding. Kaminski
along with guard Gerrad Bowden,
seemed to energize the team late
in the second-half as Bowden
began to sink three as Kaminski
played strong underneath.

Doubles competition
1.
Ellen
Rogers/Tara
Hartness (WCW) def. Nora
Kluge/Alex Buttazzoni (ERAUW)
8-3
2. Ashley Page/Cayley Wetzig
(WCW) def. Natalie Anaya/
Lindsey Kurtz (ERAUW) 8-3
3. Adriane Hodges/Lauren
Prickett (WCW) def. Evan
Halbhuber/Rachael
Lund
(ERAUW) 8-0

With less than four minutes
left, the Beeʼs began their surge.
Poor ERAU ball handling and
a strong S.C.A.D. performance
brought the lead down to six
with just over a minute left.
The Bees looked as if they were
going to pull out the game as
they cut it to five with 30 seconds
left. A Riddle bucket put the lead
back to seven but a superhuman
play by Bowden brought the Bees
within striking distance.
With the clock winding down,
Bowden took a quick three while
falling awkwardly away from the
basket, got fouled after the shot,
and the ball hit nothing but net.
He hit the free-throw for the rare
four-point-play and it looked like
an upset could happen in the ICI.
S.C.A.D. quickly fouled Exter on
the next inbound and sent him to the
line. Exter missed both free-throws
and gave S.C.A.D. a chance. They
rushed down the court and took a
hurried three that missed the mark
and were forced to foul again, this
time Pyle took the trip to the line.
Amazingly, Pyle missed both
of his shots as well and after two
timeouts the Bees had it at half
court with three seconds left. The
inbound went to Bowden who
took a shot that just bounded off
the iron, giving the narrow win to
Embry-Riddle.
On Wednesday, Jan. 25, the
Eagles take on 4-16 Webber
International, with the ROTC
Commanderʼs Cup to be decided
during the game. Saturday, Jan. 28
The Eagles will take on conference
rivals Flagler in St. Augustine.

SHYAMAL ADDANKI/AVION

ERAUʼS MENʼS BASKETBALL TEAM had an outstanding winter
vacation as they won 12 games. The victories bolted them into the
number one spot in the NAIA Division II standings.
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Despite delays, Pluto probe launches skyward
Phil Larson
Sports Editor
NASAʼs first mission to Pluto, dubbed
New Horizons, scorched away from Cape
Canaveral Air Force Station on Thursday
after two days of weather related delays.
The spacecraft, on a Lockheed Martin
Atlas 5 rocket with five strap-on solid
boosters, created the fastest ever launch
speed—36,250 miles per hour (58,338
kilometers per hour)—in history. After the
2:00 p.m. EST launch on Thursday, the
exploration spacecraft passed through the
Moonʼs orbit nine hours later to begin its
nine-year journey to the outermost planet.
Initially set to launch on Tuesday, Jan. 17,
high winds at the Cape forced controllers to
push the launch attempt to Wednesday just
minutes from liftoff. Then on Wednesday,
a storm in Maryland where New Horizonsʼ
mission control center at John Hopkins
Universityʼs Applied Physics Laboratory
is, disrupted power, forcing another delay.
Eventually, though, Thursday proved as
good a day as any for launch.
The $700 million probe was reported
in good health at about 2:50 p.m. EST
with its radioisotope thermoelectric
generator (RTG), with 24 pounds of
plutonium onboard, online and functioning as expected. Due to the nature of New
Horizonʼs mission, an RTG is necessary
to provide power to the spacecraft. Any
distance from the Sun past Mars generally
renders solar cells useless, so New Horizons
uses the heat from decaying plutonium
dioxide to generate power. Some protesters
were spotted because of the nuclear nature
of this mission, but numbers were scarce as
the public may finally be grasping the use of
nuclear energy for space exploration.
New Horizons is physically one of
NASAʼs smallest probes, but the 1,054
pound spacecraft is packed with science.
Seven instruments will be available to
study Pluto, its moon Charon, and two other
objects (P1 and P2) that were discovered last

year orbiting the planet.
About nine years from now, the probe is
planned to fly by Pluto in July 2015. Before
that happens, a gravity boost from Jupiter is
needed in late February 2007. This slingshot
effect will take New Horizons the rest of
the way on its three billion mile journey
to the last planet.
After passing by Pluto from 5,500 miles,
its largest moon Charon will be visited
fourteen minutes later at a distance of
16,800 miles. Data will take 4.5 hours to
arrive from New Horizons given the vast
distance between Earth and Pluto. Important,
detailed images will take days to transmit in
their entirety to Earth, and the spacecraft
will take nine months to transmit its all of
its remarkable data.
However, that data will reveal hordes of
information about the only planet in the
solar system to have not been visited by any
spacecraft.
The next several months are crucial for
the missionʼs success as two trajectory
correction maneuvers are planned by
flight controllers at the Applied Physics
Laboratory at John Hopkins. This summer
will also see the activation and testing of the
spacecraftʼs instruments.
NASA Administrator Michael Griffin was
asked about the significance of this mission
to the basic taxpayer. He said, “I would ask
the question of you what value to you do you
think it might be to be able to examine the
primordial constituents from which the solar
system and all the planets and we ourselves
were formed? Because it is believed the
Kuiper Belt contains the remnant objects
from the formation of the solar system
that never coalesced into planets, or mostly
didnʼt coalesce into planets, because they
were simply too far out.
“I canʼt predict, Iʼm not smart enough or
skilled enough to be able to predict what that
value might be. But it is fantastically interesting to me to have a chance, maybe within
my lifetime, for scientists to see up close
what those objects look like and to begin our
reconnaissance of that region of space.”
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PLUTO NEW HORIZONS LIFTS off from Cape Canaveral Air Force Station Launch Complex 41. The launch last Thursday
came after two days of delays and marks the start of a nine-year mission to Pluto, the last planet to be visited by a probe. New
Horizons is expected to yield a wealth of data about one of the lesser-understood planets in our solar system.

Mac unveils Intel-based systems
Shyamal Addanki
Special to The Avion
Whatʼs an Intel chip doing in a Mac? A whole
lot more than itʼs ever done in a PC, according
to Apple Computerʼs website.
During the Macworld Expo in San Francisco
two weeks ago, CEO Steve Jobs announced
Appleʼs release of a new laptop, dubbed the
MacBook Pro, as well as a new model of the
compact desktop iMac, both powered by Intel
Processors. This marks a third major shift for
Apple since the companyʼs conception by Jobs
and partner Steve Wozniak in 1976. The first
was the move from Motorola 680X0 processors
to IBMʼs PowerPC processors in 1994, and then

the upgrade from the Macintosh OS9 operating
system to OSX.
However, Apple has been generally seen as an
alternative to the Intel-Microsoft alliance, and
this might be the most controversial change in
Appleʼs history.
Last year, when the initial announcement
regarding the use of Intel processors was made,
Jobs claimed that the Intel roadmap simply
suited Appleʼs vision for the future of the
Macintosh. The IBM PowerPC G5 chip uses a
lot more energy than itʼs Intel counterpart, and in
turn produces more heat. This is a major issue in
laptops and compact desktops, such as the iMac.
Jobs also claims that this was the reason Apple
Please see “APPLE,” page B7

Global Flyer visits KSC
Mirakel Mayoral
Staff Reporter
Spectators and reporters watched as
an aircraft, trailed by a drag parachute,
landed on Kennedy Space Centerʼs 15,000
foot-long runway, eventually coming to a
stop near the famous launch pad 39. It was no
shuttle, nor was it a military aircraft. It was
Virgin Atlanticʼs Global Flyer piloted by
millionaire aviator Steve Fossett.
On Thursday, January 13, he set off from
Salinas, Kan., where the flyer was kept after its
last global voyage, and landed at KSC a little
after 4 p.m. It will stay for checks and repairs,
as well as to wait for favorable conditions for
the next flight sometime in February.
Fossett will attempt to use the ultra-light
Global Flyer to beat a record set by Dick
Rutan and Jeanne Yeager in 1986, the record
for the longest non-stop ride in an aircraft.
He has already eclipsed Rutan and Yeagerʼs
previous around-the-world record last year
flying solo. This year, Fossett plans on
circling the globe, heading eastward, and then

crossing the Atlantic Ocean a second time
before touching down at Kent International
Airport, outside of London. The trip would
take approximately 80 hours to complete,
and the distance traveled would be 26,084
miles (some 42,000 km). “It would be a thrill
to go to space, but Iʼm an airplane pilot,”
said Fossett regarding his “mission” and its
correlation with NASA, “Iʼm going to try and
do some of the most exciting things I can do
– in airplanes.”
The aircraft, which will later be donated
to the Smithsonian Institution, consists of 13
linked fuel tanks, a single engine, two tails,
and a single seat. It is an experimental aircraft
made of carbon composites, in which 83
percent of its takeoff weight is fuel.
Brooke Lawer, a spokeswoman for Virgin
Atlantic told the Miami Herald, “The beauty
of doing this at a NASA facility is a very
tangible thing because it puts the science of
what weʼre doing at the forefront.”
Regarding taking off from KSC, Fossett
said, “I like the association with NASA.
This is where the great things in
aerospace start from.”

Minor seismic activity as Alaskan volcano continues to sputter
Mike McGraw
Staff Reporter
After 20 years of silence, Alaskaʼs
Augustine Volcano roared back to life
on Jan. 10. The 4,134-foot volcano,
located on an uninhabited island 180 miles
southwest of Anchorage, continued to
erupted three or four times a day for the
next several days, sending ash and smoke
more than six miles into the sky.
The 16,000 residents of the nearby
Kenai Peninsula and city of Kodiak were
warned about the effects of the ash cloud,
but the Alaska Volcano Observatory did
not expect any large accumulation of
ash in those areas. Volcanic ash is
especially dangerous for people
who suffer respiratory

problems and can also damage the engines
of vehicles and aircraft. School in the area
was cancelled and aircraft, both local and
those transiting over Alaska between Asia
and North America, were rerouted to avoid
the cloud.
According
to
the
observatory,
residents can expect several additional short
eruptions over the coming weeks. Hours
of low-grade earthquakes, which
preceded the first two flare-ups,
are potential hints that the
volcano will erupt. The
earthquakes, which are
typically too low
in intensity to
be felt by

humans, hint at activity within the earth,
but do not always precede an eruption.
Some seismic activity by the
volcano was noted as early
Please see “VOLCANO,”
page B7
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Comet sample success: Stardust overflowing
Curtis Ewbank
Copy Editor

Early on Jan. 15, the Stardust
sample return capsule parachuted
to a safe landing at the Dugway
Proving Ground in Utah. Stardust
was launched Feb. 7, 1999 and
rendezvoused with comet Wild
2 on Jan. 2, 2004. On that date,
Stardust collected particles from
Wild 2 at a distance of 149 miles
in an aerogel sampling canister.
When the sample return
capsule was opened on Tuesday,
scientists were very pleased with
the results. Donald Brownlee,
the project’s lead scientist, said,
“It exceeds all expectations.
We can see lots of impacts.
There are big ones, there are
small ones. The big ones you
can see from ten feet away.” The
largest particle is about a
millimeter in diameter, creating a
hole in the aerogel collection material big enough to insert a little
finger. It is estimated there could
be a million microscopic specks
in the aerogel, and there are about
ten particles 100 microns in size.

As these particles are the first the small size of such particles, it
to be returned from a comet, is difficult to find all the particles.
scientists hope to learn a great deal
Thus, researchers have decided
about how comets operate.
to distribute the workload with the
Wild 2 itself had some unusual Stardust@home program.
features photographed by Stardust
Researchers
will
send
as the probe approached the photos of microscopic sections of
comet. Depressions known as Left aerogel to people at home via the
Foot and Right Foot could not Internet. Users then report their
be explained by researchers’ cur- finds so researchers know which
rent ideas about
sections
of
comet physics.
aerogel contain
The
aerogel
particles.
also
captured
The program is
It exceeds all
interplanetary
expected to begin
expectations.
particles
left
in the middle
over from the
of March.
... see lots of
solar
system’s
Users
must
impacts.
creation, much
c o m p l e t e
like the Genesis
a
training
- DONALD BROWNLEE
probe
was
session
and
supposed
to
pass a test in
return before it
order to qualify.
crashed in the Utah desert.
However, should a user discover
Scientists at Johnson Space a particle track in the aerogel,
Center are beginning to extract their name will appear as a
particles and examine them. The co-author on the report detailing
first results are expected to be pre- the findings from that particle.
sented at the Lunar and Planetary
If you are interested in
Science Conference in March.
participating, log on to this
However, due to the sheer website to register: http://stardust
number of particles collected and athome.ssl.berkeley.edu/

“

”
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COMETARY DUST IMPACTS ARE visible in the aerogel-layered collector recovered from the Stardust
Return Capsule after a successful touchdown Jan. 15. Larger impacts can be seen as circle-shaped
distruptions in the super-light exotic material. Particle sizes range down to microscopic in size.

New planet-finding device makes searching much easier
Heather Van Antwerp
Copy Editor
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AN ARTIST’S RENDITION SHOWS how a new extra-solar planet
discovered by the University of Florida may look orbiting around its
host star. It was discovered at the Kitt Peak observatory in Arizona,
using a new device called the Exoplanet Tracker.

In the past two decades astronomers
have searched over 3,000 stars for
new planets. The process of planet
searching requires an ample amount
of light to be transmitted from the
planet back to Earth. This serves as
a problem because planets outside our
solar system are typically swamped by
the light of the stars they are orbiting,
making them difficult to observe.
Initial searches for new planets
used the Doppler “red shift,” or the
Doppler radial velocity measurement
technique. This allowed planets to
be detected by observing the wobble
in the star that the planet is orbiting.
The planet’s gravitational force acts
upon the star and causes the wobble.
The Doppler technique works by

analyzing the light characteristics,
or the spectrum, of starlight for the
subtle Doppler shifts that occur as the
star and planet move toward and away
from their common center of mass.
This shift is noted in the light
characteristic by changing color as it
moves toward and away from the star;
the name red shift is derived from this
color shifting in the spectrum. The
main instrument used in this process is
called a spectrograph. Problems arise
because this instrument collects only
a small percent of the light released
from the object being observed.
Trying to cope with these problems, researchers have been studying new approaches for planet
hunting. Recently, astronomers
have discovered a planet nearly
100 light years away that orbits a
young star using a relatively small
telescope with a new instrument called

the Exoplanet Tracker (ET).
This new instrument uses an interferometer instead of a spectrograph,
but uses the same Doppler red shift
technique So far the interferometer
has taken more precise radial velocity measurements and can capture
as much as 20 percent of the light
emitted from the object. These
advantages make the instrument far
more powerful and can be used on
smaller telescopes. In comparison, the
interferometer ET is cheaper, lighter,
and smaller than the previous method.
The development cost of the ET runs
about $200,000 where as spectrographs can cost more than $1M.
This new planet discovered with ET
is the most distant ever found using
the Doppler red shift technique with a
telescope mirror less than one-meter in
size. Using the spectrograph required
the use of a two- or three- meter sized

mirror, of which there are only a
handful, and are in high demand.
With the capability of using a
one-meter mirror this opens the
availability of telescopes from just a
handful to hundreds worldwide.
Buell Jannuzi, acting director of Kitt
Peak National Observatory, comments
“…we are very excited that the broader
community of astronomers around the
world will be able to propose to use
the single-object Exoplanet Tracker
instrument at Kitt Peak to carry out
their own research programs, starting
in the fall of 2006.”
Presently, the ET can only scan one
object at a time. It has been demonstrated, however, that it has the capability of hunting for planets around
multiple stars at the same time.
Astronomers
are
working
on simultaneously
surveying
as many as 100 stars.

Pluto not oddball
of solar system

Still crawling, 40 years later

Brandon Boekelman
Copy Editor

Pluto may no longer be the
oddball of the outer solar system.
The outermost planet, Pluto, was
unique in the fact that it had a moon
that was formed very similarly to
Earth’s moon. Now, with new discoveries in astronomy, it turns out
that it is fairly common for Kuiper
Belt objects to have moons.
Of the four largest objects
in the Kuiper Belt, three have
one or more moons orbiting
around them. The largest object
in the Kuiper Belt, “Xena,” is
known to have at least one moon.
The second largest object, Pluto,
has at least three moons. The third
largest object, “Santa,” is known
to have two moons, which happen to be orbiting in two different
planes.
The fourth largest object,
“Easterbunny,”
currently
is
not known to have a moon,
but
a
powerful
telescope
will look for one in April.

“We’re now beginning to
realize that Pluto is one of a small
family of similar objects, nearly
all of which have moons in orbit
around them,” Antonin Bouchez, a
California Institute of Technology
(Caltech)
astronomer,
said
in a Caltech press release.
This proves to be irrational for
scientists because of the hundreds
of objects outside the orbit of
Neptune, there is only an eleven
percent chance of one having a
moon.
However, now that it is known
that three of the largest objects
in the Belt have moons, new
thoughts are being formulated
that there are different processes
in effect for the larger objects.
It was thought that moons
were captured by gravitational
effects of larger objects on
smaller objects in the Kuiper Belt.
To account for the new evidence,
astronomers have concluded that the
moons of the larger objects formed
very similarly to how Earth’s
moon is thought to have formed,
by an ancient collision.

Upcoming Cape launches
Lack of Launches Persists

PHIL LARSON/AVION

MEMBERS OF THE MEDIA were given a rare opportunity Jan. 13 as they were taken for a ride on one of NASA’s twin Crawlers.
Celebrating 40 years since their first successful run, the mammoth vehicles have ferried the Saturn V and IB rockets and 18-million-lb.
Space Shuttle stacks to the launch pad, the final Earthbound journey they took before each mission. NASA has no plans to retire them.

New large-scale magnetic event detected
Heather Van Antwerp
Copy Editor

On Jan. 2, 2002 space-weather
probes from NASA and the
European Space Agency, which
are placed between the Earth and
the Sun, recorded an enormous jet
of electrically charged particles
that was released in traveling solar
wind. It was recently discovered
that this phenomenon was a magnetic reconnection event.
Scientists have recorded magnetic reconnection events within
the Earth’s magnetosphere before.
These are the cause of severe
magnetic storms that disrupt

power stations and disable orbiting
satellites. The events previously
recorded within the magnetosphere led scientists to believe that
these events occurred sporadically
and were patchy at best.
Magnetic reconnection events
occur when two magnetic field
lines of opposite direction break
and then reconnect with each
other. During the separation of
the field lines a massive burst
of charged particles that travel
within these lines are released.
The
interplanetary
magnetic
reconnection events are a direct
result of the Sun. The solar winds
that are continually released by
the Sun carry ionized particles

and a magnetic field. Due to the
turbulent flow of the solar winds,
the magnetic fields are forced to
disconnect and recombine with
each other. This separation of the
field causes the ionized particles
that travel within to be released in
an enormous jet of energy.
This burst of particles is
exactly what the fleet of space
probes recorded four years ago.
Scientists did not realize the
cause of this violent release of
particles until the subsequent
analysis of the data. The information provided by the space probes,
which were placed a distance
200 times the width of the Earth,
“…settles a long-standing debate

concerning whether reconnection is
intrinsically patchy or whether it
can operate across vast regions in
space,” said Dr. Jack Gosling of
the University of Colorado.
Understanding
these
magnetic reconnection events is
imperative in comprehending
other explosive phenomena that
occur throughout the universe.
These other occurrences include
such the billion-megaton explosions in the Sun’s atmosphere
known as solar flares, and the
intense bursts of radiation from
exotic stars called gammaray bursts.
This information
will also help scientists to
understand nuclear fusion.

New Horizons was the first launch since September, and it
looks like the sparse schedule of launches may continue. Boeing
workers remain on strike nearly three months later, so processing of Delta launches is still on hold. Even when they do
return to work, it is likely that an NRO launch and NASA science mission will get priority on the West Coast, before the
GOES-N weather satellite launches from here.
For now, it is expected it will be at least mid-April before we see
a certain launch. On the brighter side, a new Atlas 5 launch was
announced last month, now scheduled for April 20.
TBD
Delta 2
Next GPS satellite
Launch time: TBD

NET May 3
Space Shuttle Discovery
STS-121 / ISS flight
Launch time: TBD
5 min. window

TBD
Delta 4
GOES-N weather sat.
Launch time: TBD, evening

May 26
Delta 2
NASA’s STEREO
Twin solar-monitoring craft
Launch time: 6:21 a.m. EDT

April 20
Atlas 5
ASTRA-1K
Television satellite
Launch time: TBD

TBD
Delta 4-Heavy
Last DSP satellite
Launch time: TBD

EDITED BY BEN COOPER

AERONAUTICA

Page

B4

The Avion, January 24, 2006

“Microjets” could cause aerial overcrowding
Michael McGraw
Staff Reporter
A new class of aircraft, the Very
Light Jet (VLJ), will soon pepper the skies. Supporters say the
cheap, light, and fast jets will allow
travelers access to thousands more
general aviation airports, and at a
much cheaper price, than the current
business jets of today. Detractors
paint a picture of already crowded
airspace around the countryʼs busiest airports becoming even more
congested with the advent of the
small aircraft.
Also called “microjets,” the typical VLJ will seat up to six people
and be able to carry passengers up
to about 1200 miles at a cost of only
half of the cheapest business jets on
the market today. The new aircraft
will be able to access thousands of
additional general aviation airports
as well, with the ability to land and
takeoff from runways as short as
3,000 feet, considerably less than
the 4,000 or 5,000 feet required by
other business jets.
Vern Raburn, President and CEO
of Eclipse Aviation, envisions the
VLJ as a business tool that will allow
businesses to send their travelers as
close as possible to their true destinations. Eclipse is in the process of
certifying their Eclipse E500, a six
passenger jet, set for initial

delivery by this July. Raburn hopes
that businesses will utilize the VLJ
to send travelers to smaller general
aviation airports even closer to their
true destination instead of fighting
the hassles of airline travel or traveling to an out-of-the-way but larger
airport in a standard business jet.
The sudden appearance and
large order backlog of
the VLJ does have
some
worried,
however.
The
Air Line Pilots
Association
(ALPA) fears
that the VLJ
will mostly
be used to
access the
already
congested airports around the
countryʼs largest
metropolitan centers. According
to Duane Worth, President
of ALPA, “farm patches” such as
Scribner, Nebraska, are not high
on the list of places that business
travelers and VLJs will be found.
He says many will swarm towards
the airports and airspace around the
nationʼs 35 busiest airports, where
95 percent of all air passengers
transit or travel.
The VLJs will be able to cruise
at altitudes up to 40,000 feet with

larger business jets and commercial
airliners alike, but will fly slower,
with cruise speeds around 430 mph
as compared to a 500 mph cruise
on an aircraft such as the 737. The
Air Transport Association likens
the VLJ to a car going 45 mph on
a highway.
According to an admittedly
conservative prediction by
the
FAA,
approximately 4,500
VLJs will be
in service in ten
years.
NASA,
which has been
promoting
the
VLJ
and
its
technology, estimated as many
as 20,000 of the
aircraft could be flying by 2010. A figure
somewhere
between
those two estimates is far
more likely. Currently, there
are about 3,000 of these aircraft
on order at three companies, with
2,350 of them on backlog at Eclipse
Aviation. The jets will feature the
latest in avionics, navigation, and
safety technology, and will be able
to operate into small airports in
adverse conditions. Another benefit
is that the E500, for example, can be
built in only five days, which allows
for significant yearly output.

PHOTO COURTESY WWW.NASA.GOV

VERY LIGHT JET AIRCRAFT becoming the next innovator in cheap and reliable civil aviation aircraft.
These “microjets” may help corporate employees travel the country going in and out of small airports.

What remains to be seen is
exactly where these aircraft will fly.
While the supporters and detractors each have their own ideas,
no one is quite sure exactly which
types of missions these aircraft
will fly or how they will affect
the airways and airspace. Raburn
envisions a national network of air
taxis, essentially limousines with
wings, to a variety of destinations
around the country. ALPA fears
for increasing congestion around

the busiest airports.
The FAA predicts that if only two
percent of todayʼs travelers move
from commercial jetliners to VLJs,
the number of takeoffs would triple.
This may push the FAA and the
government towards satellite-based
navigation that would allow aircraft
to fly closer together. Satellitebased GPS coupled with powerful computers would aid pilots
in navigation rather than todayʼs
controllers on the ground.

Companies such as DayJet,
which has been founded around
the idea of using the VLJ for charter operations, hope to cash in on
the expected VLJ boom and offer
on-demand VLJ charters to anywhere that a traveler needs to go
at competitive prices.
Their goal is to offer services
such as day trips at prices that
would be comparable to traveling
commercially and spending one
or two nights in a hotel.

Parachute system saves
three lives in Alabama
Nicole Titus
Staff Reporter
Last Friday in Alabama, a
whole-plane parachute system was
credited with saving three lives during an emergency landing.
The pilot of the Cirrus SR22,
Kerwin Day, deployed the parachute system after losing control
of the plane due to in-flight icing.
Day said he experienced control difficulties while trying to fly through
an area of in-cloud icing conditions.
He tried to climb to a higher altitude
to get out of the bad conditions, but
lost control of the plane.
“I pulled the chute and got a sudden jolt against the seatbelt,” Day
said in a statement released by the
inventor of the system, Ballistic
Recovery Systems (BRS). “The
nose pitched down and very quickly
leveled itself and in less than a minute we were on the ground.”
The plane came safely to rest in a
grove of trees adjacent to a road near
Childersburg, Ala., about 35 miles
southeast of Birmingham.
“A scenario of this type is
exactly why we at BRS go to
work every day,” said BRS CEO
Larry Williams.
“What could
have been a tragic disaster had
a successful outcome.”
Boris Popov, the founder of
Ballistic Recovery Systems, survived a 400 foot fall in a partly
collapsed hang glider in 1975.
This was the beginning of the
ballistic parachute system.
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PARACHUTE SAVES LIVES and airplanes by means of emergency
deployment. Once the handle pulled the parachute deploys.
The system is basically a
solid-fuel rocket housed in the
aft fuselage of the plane. Once
the parachute is pulled from the
housing, the canopy deploys
within seconds.
The first system was on the

market in 1982, and currently ca
n be used on Cessna 152s, 172s,
182s, or any Cirrus Design light
aircraft.
Ballistic Recovery Systems are
credited with saving 184 lives in the
companyʼs 25 year history.

Automated air traffic control: a new approach
Chris Holtwick
Aeronautica Editor
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JOINT PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT in affiliation with the FAA takes the Next Generation Air Transportation System (NGATS) to new
heights. Plans to release these blueprints mark a new era in Air Traffic Control and safe skies. This system will soon provide pilots with an
automated service which will be linked in a central database.

With an increase of air traffic
in our skies, the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) and the
Joint Planning and Development
Organization (JPDO) have devised
a plan to become more efficient in
managing and separating aircraft.
This spring, the JPDO plans to
reveal the first fully detailed blueprints of the Next Generation Air
Transportation System (NGATS).
Under the supervision of the FAA
Administrator, Marion Blakey,
and the Acting Director of JPDO,
Robert Pearce, operations for the
new system should be completed
by the end of the year.
Currently, technology in the air
traffic management system is somewhat below par in terms of desired
level of efficiency. Although air
traffic controllers work closely
with computers and other devices
to ensure safe air traffic procedures,
due to the high volume of traffic

in the air at any given moment,
each controller can only manage
a maximum of 15 aircraft safely
and efficiently.
In the new system, NGATS, air
traffic will be monitored only by
individuals, rather than literally
controlled. This innovative, automated system uses 4-D models to
help pilots with navigational aids.
In addition, the system will also
calculate flight trajectories and
assist with pilot controls.
If all goes according the plan and
deadlines are met, this new system
will be fully operational and in
use by the year 2020; the current
air traffic system will become
obsolete. Airlines and pilots alike
have apprehensions toward the new
air traffic control system. These
changes may cause the FAA to
charge each plane for any contact
with air traffic control, anywhere
from takeoff to landing. Thus, this
new system may not end up being
a savior for the industry, but rather,
may destroy the financial status
of civil aviation.

FAA changes insulation replacement rule for older aircraft
Curtis Ewbank
Copy Editor
In 1998, Swissair Flight 111
crashed. The Transportation Safety
Board of Canada concluded the
crash occurred due to an electrical
fire which spread through flammable material aboard the McDonnell
Douglas MD-11. The FAA then
enacted new insulation requirements in July 2003. As industry
groups have enacted these requirements, they have discovered that
the broad scope
of the replacement rules means
many rules are
impossible
to
meet. The rule
was
originally
intended to apply
to “every insulating material in the
fuselage of every
Part 25 aircraft
to include hard
components, wiring bundles, tape,
Velcro, and every piece of installed
equipment with insulation,” according to a letter signed by seven

industry groups. This is a problem
because suitable replacement parts
for out of production aircraft do not
exist and, in some cases, cannot be
made, as extra insulation would be
too heavy or would not fit into the
space required.
Industry groups requested the
rule should be limited to the thermal and acoustic blankets on Part
121 aircraft. The FAA, in light of
the concerns raised, agreed with
the groups. They agreed to narrow
the scope to cover the replacement
of blankets and certain duct insulation on aircraft
produced before
Sept. 2, 2005.
However, the rule
still applies to
aircraft operating
under Parts 91,
135, and 121. The
FAA agreed to the
change as insulation blanket standards were the
primary reason
for the changes
in the first place.
The rules do not cover new aircraft.
According to the FAA, “Airframe
manufacturers
have
worked

PHOTO COURTESY WWW.FAA.GOV

THE FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION makes plans for change in rules for blankets and duct insulation in order to keep older aircraft
safer. While older aircraft are undergoing these changes, newer ones will already be equipped with such installations that are required.
diligently to achieve compliance
for newly manufactured airplanes and all the affected parts
have been addressed.”

Industry groups are generally
satisfied with the current phrasing of the rule. Their only concern
is that products not meeting the

new rule are still in catalogs. The
notice and comment period for the
amendment extends until Feb. 28.
The period is important because,

during the comment period for the
previous rule, the FAA received little guidance from industry about the
concerns raised recently.
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Mutation against HIV raises risk of West Nile

Increased
susceptibility
and severity
causes concern
Justin Door
Guest Reporter

A genetic mutation that protects
against Human Immune Deficiency
Virus (HIV) increases the risk
of being infected with West Nile
Virus, U.S. researchers reported
in The Journal of Experimental
Medicine on January 9th.
About 1 percent of North
American
whites
have
a
mutation that makes them unable
to produce the CCR5 protein.

This protein is a receptor, a kind
of microscopic doorway, that
HIV uses to infect the cells of the
immune system. Until recently, it
was thought this mutation helped
protect against many other types
of infections.
However, the
study released on January 9th
shows a relationship between this
mutation and an increased infection
rate and higher severity of a West
Nile Virus infection.
In the study, mice were
genetically engineered to lack the
CCR5 protein. Mice without this
protein were much more likely
to be sickened and killed by the
West Nile Virus, compared with
those that still had this protein.
The lack of this protein prevented
the miceʼs immune cells from
gaining access to the brain where the
infection of the West Nile Virus
could be fought off.
In the next part of this study,

researchers tested blood and
spinal
fluid
samples
from
395
people
infected
with
West Nile in Arizona and
Colorado in 2003 and 2004. 4.5
percent of the Arizona samples
and 4 percent of the Colorado
samples showed people with this
genetic mutation.
Dr. Elias Zerhouni, Director
of the National Institutes of
Health, said this has been the first
genetic risk factor identified for
West Nile infection.
New
experimental
drugs
eliminating the CCR5 protein
in HIV and AIDS patients are
currently being studied, as they
may
make
patients
vulnerable to West Nile. These findings
suggest that these patients should be
more careful in areas where West
Nile has been identified, or where
mosquitoes are plentiful, as they are
carriers of the virus.
PHOTO COURTESY ENGLISH.EPOCHTIMES.COM

Chili pepper’s RTX
chemical to relieve pain Seagate Tech. increases
laptop hard drive capacity

URBAN SPRAYING AGAINST WEST Nile Virus has become common in now in the United States. West
Nile is a potentially fatal illness that flares up in North America during the Summer and Fall seasons and is

The chemical has another positive quality to it
for long-term pain-reducing use, one that makes
News Editor
it stand out even more. RTX targets only those
heat-sensing cells, ignoring the ones that sense other
A new chemical, a more potent version of the kinds of pain. In this way, the user can still sense pain,
substance that makes chili peppers hot, has been like if they pricked their finger, but the inflammatory
successfully used to treat pain, according to a pain would still not register.
report from the National Institute
Dr. Andrew Mannes, an NIH
of Health (NIH).
anesthesiologist, says that this is
The chemical, called resiniferatoxa significant bonus. “If you live
There are people
in (RTX), has been extracted from a
a long time, you need all your
Moroccan plant and successfully
pain systems. There are people
on morphine
injected into the spinal columns of
on morphine drips with really no
dogs. The chemicalpoisons certain
other option.” With thousands
drips with really no
types of nerve cells, specifically
of people in America alone that
other option
those sensinginflammatory pains,
do not get relief from older
resulting in the subject not feeling
methods, he added, alternatives
- DR. ANDREW MANNES
chronic pain.
like this are needed.
RTX was found to be about
Dogs have been the subjects of
1,000 times as potent as Capsaicin, the version recent tests because medication usually acts on them
found in peppers. One of the researchers at NIH like it would on humans. However, tests have been
confirmed, however, that the taste is still equal to a hole promising and the Food and Drug Administration has
being burned into his tongue.
designated it as a potential orphan drug and the NIH is
The drug has been tested on dogs with bone searching for a pharmaceutical company to take over
cancer; where the dog could not put any weight on research and development. So far, only one major side
one leg before, he was able to run normally for several effect has been detected; directly after injection, dog
months afterwards. While the chemical doesnʼt fight would pant heavily for a few hours, as RTX burns as
cancer, it does relieve the pain from it, and scientists it takes effect. Dr. Dorothy Brown, a Penn veterinary
are beginning to eye it as an alternative for morphine surgeon, says that “when this is injected into people,
drips and the like.
they are going to sweat like a bear.”
Bob Scheid

“

”

Darrin OʼBrady
Special to The Avion
Seagateʼs new Momentus 5400.3 perpendicular recording hard drive has started to ship with
new notebook PCs as of last week. The new drive
is the first in its class of hard drives which uses
perpendicular
recording
to
increase
the
maximum storage of its laptop drive to 160
gigabytes from 120 gigabytes.
The 2.5-inch drive costs $325. Seagate plans to
extend this technology to 3.5-inch drives used in
desktop PCs and 1-inch drives used in portable
devices. In a Yahoo! News article Karl Chicca, general
manager of Seagateʼs Personal Storage unit said, “Our
transition
to
perpendicular
technology
increases our ability to meet the needs of our
growing customer base.”
Perpendicular recording is the new trend, more
so a requirement, in hard drive data storage. The
prospect of perpendicular hard drives was actually
proposed in recent years, however the the production
and manufacturing of these drives had only begun
within the past year. Instead of lying bits flat on a
2-dimensional plane, the disc is magnetized and the

Advertisement

bits are stacked upon each other. This method of
storage potentially doubles the capacity of a hard drive.
Think of a city accommodating population growth by
building high-rise apartments and skyscrapers. “If
land is really expensive, you build a skyscraper,” said
Matt Massengill, CEO of drive maker Western Digital
in a ZDNET tech news article.
With this new method of data recording,
manufacturers will have to change head elements on
already inconceivably small drives.
The Momentus runs at 4,200 rpm which increases
the power efficiency of the drive, thus extending the
battery life of the end userʼs laptop.
The
capacity
of
hard
drives
doubles
approximately every 18 months. Also, the number of
laptop sales topped the sales for the desktop PC in
2005. Seagateʼs interest in increasing the laptop hard
drive capacity can be attributed to the competition in
the market, especially Hitachi and Toshiba. The first
laptops to feature the new Momentus hard drives
are Alienwareʼs Area-51 m7700 as an add on, thus
making their laptops capable of storing a massive
amount of 350GB. The Momentus hard drives can
also be sold separately.
Currently, Seagate remains as the largest hard drive
manufacturer in the world.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

� “VOLCANO”

� “APPLE”

as last May, starting with one or
two daily earthquakes, the largest
of which was a 1.2 in magnitude.
In October, the number of daily
seismic movements had increased
to about four per day, and by midDecember, up to 15 earthquakes
per day were being recorded.
The most recent eruptions of
the Augustine Volcano, 1976 and
1986, spewed its ashy mixture of
rock, crystals, and volcanic glass
on nearby towns and as far away
as Anchorage. Streets were coated
with ash and air traffic with significantly disrupted. This eruption
however, has a thin exhaust, which
will prevent heavy accumulation.
According to the latest report
issued by the Alaska Volcano
Observatory on January 21, seismic activity near the volcano had
markedly decreased. However,
that is not necessarily a sign of
lessening activity. During the volcanoʼs previous eruptions in 1976
and 1986, periods of low levels of
seismic activity during the eruptions were noted, but explosive
eruptions continued.

was never able to develop a G5
PowerBook, or a G5 desktop that
could reach the 3GHz mark. With
Appleʼs small market-share in the
personal computer industry, IBM
did not have the sales figures to
warrant further investment into the
development of the PowerPC chip.
However, Jobs also said he
expected Intel-powered Macs to hit
the market sometime in the middle
of the year. This five-month early
release of Intel-powered Macs
caught most people by surprise, and
software developers may not have
been ready for it, according to a
review in Macworld magazine.
To smoothen the transition, the
operating systems on the Intelbased Macs come with a program
called Rosetta that will allow the
user to run software written for
the PowerPC architecture. Rosetta
basically takes the PowerPC code
and translates it for the Intel Chip.
However, Apple has taken care
to stress that Rosetta runs in the
background, unlike Classic OS, that
helped the transition from OS9 to
OSX. Users will feel some reduced
performance when running applications that requires Rosetta to do the
translating for them. Rosetta will
not, however, support applications
that were written for OS9.
The new systems are powered
by Intel CoreDuo processors, and
Apple claims the new machines
to be twice as fast as their G5
counterparts. However, Macworld
magazine performed their own set
of tests and found this to be a bit of
an exaggeration.
“Macworld Labʼs tests do show
that the new Intel-based iMac is
faster than the iMac G5 when running native applications. However,
we found that those improvements
are generally much less than what
Apple claims is a 2x improvement in speed,” wrote Jason Snell
in a review.
“Instead, our tests found the
new 2.0GHz Core Duo iMac takes
roughly 10 to 25 percent less time
than the G5 iMac to perform the
same native application tasks, albeit
with some notable exceptions.
The burning questions many PC
and Mac users are wondering is
whether this use of Intel architecture
means that users will be able to run
Microsoft Windows on a Mac, or
vice versa. Apple seems to be rather
indifferent about this.
“Basically, Appleʼs official policy
is that if someone wants to figure out

from Tech Front

About
Volcanoes
�

An average of 10
volcanoes erupt on any
single day

�

Alaska contains over 100
volcanoes and volcano
fields

�

Most of Alaskaʼs
volcanoes lie in the
Aleutian Arc

�

There are three types of
volcanoes, all based on
their shape

�

539 volcanoes have had
historic eruptions

�

Volcanoes have their
own magnitude scale
known as the Volcanic
Explositivity Index (VEI).

�

The eruption of Mt.
Pelee in 1902 was one
of the most destructive,
wiping out the town of St.
Pierre. There were only 2
survivors.
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from Tech Front

PHOTO COURTESY OF WWW.SG.HU

THE APPLE DEVELOPMENT PLATFORM ADP2,1 feature Intel processors, a revolution in the world of the Apple Macs. The motherboard of
these new “Intel Macs”, which shows a striking resemblance to the PC motherboard. Currently, this new version of mac is under development
where its release date is still to be announced.
how to run Windows on a Mac, they
can go ahead and do it, but Apple
doesnʼt want to know about it,”
writes Snell.
The new Intel Macs use Intelʼs
Extensible Firmware Interface
(EFI), instead of the BIOS system
that PCʼs use. Currently, Windows
XP does not support EFI, but
Windows Vista, due for release
sometime at the end of 2006, is supposed to be able to.
For users anticipating running OSX on a PC, the
outlook isnʼt as carefree.
“Apple will probably tolerate a
few thousand hard-core hackers
(who would never pay for Mac
hardware anyway) running OS
X on their PCs; however, if any
company came along with a handy
utility that let you install OS X on
your PC, you could count on Apple
suing them into oblivion tout suite,”
assures Snell.
Meanwhile, Apple developers
are coping with the two-architecture range of systems that Apple
offers, using a special coding called
Universal Binary. This means that a
user, regardless of the processor in

their Mac, can walk into a store and MacBook Pro the first ever dual
look for software with a universal processor laptop that Apple has
binary logo on it, take it home and created. The system bus also runs
install it. The program will automat- approximately four times as fast as
ically detect the architecture on the the Powerbook G4ʼs, at 677 MHz.
system and install the correct verThe MacBook Pro also has a new
sion of the code.
PCI ExpressedThis was mainly
based
graphics
developed to ease
technology that
the transition for
to
... improvements are isgiveadvertised
users who may
8GBps of
own two Apple
generally much less bandwidth, or four
computers, such
times PowerBooks
than what Apple
as a PowerPC G5
AGP
graphics
desktop as well as
system.
claims ...
a MacBook Pro
The
opti- JASON SNELL
laptop. Such users
cal
drive
on
will not have to
the
MacBook
worry about softPro is half the
ware only working on one of the speed of the PowerBook G4, 4X
machines and not the other.
compared to 8X.
While the new iMac is almost
Then there are the other goodies
the same as the previous version, that Apple throws in, such as a magupgraded in October, except for the netic connector on the powercord
processor, the new MacBook Pro with a easy release, so that if someis a whole new line of laptops for one walks by and trips on the cord,
Apple. Meant to take the place of the MacBook Pro will not go flying
the never-realized Powerbook G5, off the table. The screen and backlit
the MacBook pro looks similar to keyboard automatically adjust to
the Powerbook G4.
suit the ambient light, and of course,
The Intel CoreDuo makes the there is the Sudden Motion Sensor

Advertisement
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that automatically parks the hard
drive when it detects the laptop
may be on its way to a clattering
impact on the floor, so that you do
not lose any data from the collision.
Once the sensor realizes that the
crisis has passed and the laptop is
stable once again, it automatically
un-parks the drive.
The base model, with a 1.67 GHz
dual core processor and 512 MB of
677 MHz RAM starts at $1,999.
The iMac, costs exactly the same
as its PowerPC counterpart, with the
base model starting at $1,299, for a
17-inch model with a 1.83 GHz Intel
CoreDuo processor and 512 MB of
677 MHz RAM.
Neither of the new machines,
and none of the future Intel Macs,
will have the ʻIntel-Insideʼ label
on the computers.
An interesting event passed
almost unnoticed on the day of Jobʼs
announcement of the new Intel
Macs. While this was not overly
significant for Appleʼs business unit,
it is interesting to note that the 8086
was Intelʼs first 16 bit microprocessor chip, designed in 1978, that gave
rise to the X86 architecture.
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Are you ready for Spring 2006
January 28th-29th
Rolex 24 hour
BILL CAMPBELL /AVION

February 11th
Budweisher Shootout
SHYAMAL ADDANKI /AVION

SHYAMAL ADDANKI /AVION

February 18th
Hershey Kissable
300

February 19th
Daytona 500

SHYAMAL ADDANKI /AVION

March 3th-12th
Bike Week
64th Anniversary
Live music, bike shows,
festivals,
exhibits and racing

Casanova’s big review
Heather Van Antwerp
Copy Editor

This article was co-written by
Chief Copy Editor Melenie Pugh.
Taking place in Venice, Italy in the
year 1753, the worldʼs most notorious
seducer is very realistically brought
to life in the new film, Casanova,
released by Touchstone Pictures.
Lasse Hallstrom, who also directed
Chocolat, tells a story derived from
the life of Casanova revolving
around lost chivalry, deceit and true
love. Hallstrom is also extremely
effective in capturing and using the
natural aesthetic beauty of Venice.
Giacomo Casanova was known
among the Venetian officials and
Catholic Church as an adulterer
and a blasphemer. But, among the
Venetian women he was considered
one of the greatest catches of all time.
With Heath Ledger (A Knightʼs Tale)
playing a very convincing Casanova,
it is certainly apparent why every
woman who lays eyes upon him
becomes driven mad with lust.
With the addition of the many
notches in his bedpost equivalent to
almost the entire Venetian female
population, including a nunnery,
Casanova is inevitably forced to face
the consequences of his behavior.
With friends in high places, his con-

nections can only help him so much a wicked chick flick.” Alas, it is also
before the Catholic Church catches very far from a childrenʼs movie. The
up with him. Charged with heresy, R rating, for “strong sexual content,”
debauchery, and adultery, Casanova can be misleading, but true at the
is given the ultimatum of leaving the same time. Unfortunately the movie
city or becoming betrothed and set- has very little nudity, but the numertling down.
ous amounts of sexual innuendos
After arranging
and blunt sexual
a marriage with a
jokes are enterbeautiful Venetian
taining enough.
virgin, Casanova
Letʼs put it this
...this is not your
meets the woman
way: they were
of his dreams,
everyday sappy date perverted back
needless to say—
in the day. (no
movie...
not the virgin.
wonder itʼs rated
Newcomer Sienna
PG in Canada).
Miller
(Alfie)
Even from the
- HEATHER VAN ANTWERP
puts on a stellar
very beginning of
performance as
the movie, every
cross-dressing
scene was riddled
and
outspoken
with some form of
Francesca Bruni, an intelligent and sexual content.
unconventional woman for her time.
The flick starts off a tad on the slow
Reacting to Francescaʼs denial of his side, leaving much to be desired from
seduction attempts, Casanova weaves cinematography, action, and well-a web of deceit in order to capture plot, for that matter. With the introher love. After a series of cleverly duction of Miller, the action factor
timed lies and several cases of not- and the temperature spike upwards.
so-mistaken identity, the movie takes Once the web of deceit begins to
several thrilling twists and winds up pay off for Casanova, the audienceʼs
climaxing and falling to its only pit- attention is fully captured and mainfall, the happily-ever-after.
tained throughout the duration as the
One must be cautioned, for this costars of all of Casanovaʼs leading
is not your everyday sappy date roles begin to interact.
movie. Jennifer Cogswell, another
We wonʼt ruin the ending;
moviegoer agreed, saying, “Itʼs not just go see it.

“

”

ZACH MAHONE /AVION

March 20th-24th
Spring Break

April 5th - 9th
National Cheerleading
Competition

SHYAMAL ADDANKI /AVION
PHOTO COURTSEY OF CASANOVA.MOVIES.GO.COM
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The Riddle of Life
By Jonathan Mettin

My New Year’s resolution was to not make
fun of people in my comic anymore ...
I broke it.

by Wes Oleszewski

LOVE SPUDS! Heart-Shaped Potatoes for Valentineʼs Day!

This week in eBay

Sure, you could get your sweetie a card, a box
of chocolates or some expensive jewelry, but
nothing will make them say “You shouldnʼt
have!” like these little boogers!

AMAZING BOBBING DUNKING DRINKING BIRD
The drinking birds are back from the 70ʼs and
theyʼre as thirsty as ever. Put one in front of a
glass of water, get him started, and watch as he
continually dips his head into the water.

Starting Bid $0.01

Buy It Now for $4.95!

Item number: 5658623956

Item number: 6245781908

Did you know?...

Prescott

Back-to-School Embry-Riddle

Across
1. ____ plate special
4. “my dog ate it.”
8. red, blue or black
12. test tube room
14. my dog ate it
15. ____ and orgs
16. 0.5 or 0.7 mm
19. chicken wings
23. online network
24. over priced
29. digital chalk board
33. use them or lose them
34. fieldhouse
35. tv channel origins on campus

Down
2. post breakfast, pre-dinner
3. 3ʼ to 12ʼ deep
5. complex calculator
6. 2, 4, 30, 60 gig
7. flash drive
9. 99.1
10. cram it
11. mobile communicaiton device
13. newspaper
16. clean slate
17. Propʼs neighbor
18. lots of planes
20. transportation
21. college food
22. liquid moving art

Down
25. student body organization
26. not enough in the day
27. weekend reliever
28. viral
30. _____ Buffet
31. sun spot
32. parking pass

Daytona Beach

STUDENT LIFE

Page
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Activities Fair preview ΔΧ president attends
nat’l fraternity school
Heather Owen

Student Life Editor

It is springtime again and EmbryRiddle clubs and organizations are
looking for new members. The
Student Activities Fair will be held
Tues. Jan. 24 from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. on the Legacy Walkway and the
West Lawn.
“Groups already have members
from the fall, but are looking to expand
or bring awareness to their club,” said
Helen LeDonne, activities coordinator
for Student Activities. “This is primarily an event to raise awareness for
clubs and increase membership.”

Among those clubs looking to
increase membership are Alpha Xi
Delta, Phi Delta Theta, Sport Aviation
Club and Intramurals.
With approximately 150 clubs
on campus and 100 expected to
participate, LeDonne says there
is a “club for everyone”.
“The beauty is if we donʼt have a
club, we are helping to get them established,” said LeDonne.
The Legacy Walkway will have
tables set up for the activities to
display club memorabilia, such as
pictures, plaques and insignia.
The Sport, Compact and Import
Car Club, Society of Automotive
Engineers, and Sport Aviation Club

are expected to take over the West
Lawn. Their static display of land and
air will include classic cars, a Baja car,
and seven airplanes.
“Sport
Aviation
makes
a
big effort to bring aircraft
over here. They have to take
off the wings, and hand pull the
planes,” said LeDonne.
The Sailing Club is also likely
to bring a sailboat and the Amateur
Astronomy club will have a telescope
on display. As a highlight of the
Activities Fair, skydivers will drop
onto campus to the sounds of Eagles
FM, weather permitting.In case of bad
weather, a rain date has been scheduled
for Thurs. Jan. 26.

Pikes make friends with Money

Matthew Killingsworth
Delta Chi Press Release
SAINT
MEINRAD,
Ind.
– Friendship, character, justice, and education. The four
values of Delta Chi Fraternity
were the theme of the four days
spent by Michael Ninivaggi at
the inaugural 2006 Delta Chi
“A”sʼ Academy, held in Saint
Meinrad, Indiana, from January 13
through January 16, 2006.
Ninivaggi is the president,
referred to as the “A”, of the
Embry-Riddle Chapter of Delta
Chi Fraternity. He was joined by
111 other Delta Chi “A”s, from
chapters and colonies across the
United States and Canada, also
along with members of Delta Chi
Board of Regents, staff, and several other facilitators with fraternity
and sorority experience.
The Academy was the largest gathering of Delta Chi “A”s
in the history of the organization, which was founded in 1890
at Cornell University.
The inaugural “A”sʼ Academy
provided those in attendance with
the opportunity to further enhance

their leadership abilities.
This was accomplished
through large group sessions,
smaller group discussion sessions,
and personal reflections.
While at the Academy, “A”s
were asked to develop a Goal and
Action Plan or GAP, which is a
written plan that will be implemented within their chapter.
Such plans included improved
leadership
development
of
members,
increasing
new
member recruitment, developing better associate member
education programs, enhancing alumni relations, and better
chapter risk management.
“The “A”sʼ Academy is an investment in Delta Chiʼs future,” said
Steve Bossart, “AA” (International
President) of the Fraternity.
“Our expectation is that the “A”s
will leave the Academy better prepared to lead their chapters and
colonies and to make an impact on
their campus.
They will be prepared to set
goals and develop action plans to
achieve them.”
By attending the Academy,
Ninivaggi learned how to communicate more effectively, delegate,

motivate, and confront members
of his chapter, through a series of
activities and reflections.
Additionally,
those
in
attendance heard from Josh
Goldman,
the
Director
of
Education from Phi Gamma Delta.
Goldman presented a story
about the risk of alcohol
abuse in fraternities.
His presentation was told
through real-life events and challenged the attendees to confront
inappropriate behavior.
Goldmanʼs message personalized risk management and
emphasized the importance of
keeping their fellow brothers
and students safe.
The inaugural “A”sʼ Academy
was held at the Saint Meinrad
Archabbey
and
School
of
Theology.
The Archabbey,
built in 1854, is home to 120
men who dedicate their lives
to prayer and work.
Two of those men are Delta
Chi alumni.
Father Anthony
Vinson is a 1998 graduate
of Northwest Missouri State
University, and Father Patrick
Cooney is a 1981 graduate of
Purdue University.

had a barbeque and had a great
game of dodgeball.
Tonight, Tuesday January 24, we
would like to invite you to join us
for wings, then Wednesday join us
to see how many strikes in
a row you can get when
we go bowling, and on
Thursday
come
on a cruise into
the
Atlantic
Ocean with us
and try your luck
with cards.
Feel free to join
us for these events
and get to know the
brothers of Delta Chi.
For further information talk to a brother
or go to our website at
www.eraudeltachi.com.
The excitement is also growing
about the opening of the new house

which is expected to be opening in
fall of this year. The new house will
be larger and better suit the needs
of our growing fraternity. For any
upcoming parties or events talk to a
brother for more information.
Finally we would
like to congratulate
the Beta Psi pledge
class and our
newest officers:
Vice President:
Chris
Rowell,
Treasurer: Peter
Comeau, Alumni
Relations:
Jeremy Link, and
Sergeant of Arms:
Darrin Butkus.
We
would
also
like
to
congratulate
Ryan Cornelius in graduating and we wish him the
best in his new career.

D-Chi happenings cont.
Ryan Gorman
Delta Chi Public Relations

PEDER SARSTEN/PI KAPPA ALPHA

THE BROTHERS OF PI Kappa Alpha welcomed 80s singer Eddie Money at the Jan. 14
Embry-Riddle basketball game. Money, best known for his hit “Take Me Home Tonight,” sang the
National Anthem. The Pikes and Money sang parts of his famous hit in the stands during halftime.

Welcome back and hope everyone had a great break. This is
a very exciting semester for
Delta Chi.
We are greatly looking forward to
the start of a new era in the history
of our chapter.
This semester we will be seeing
our new house built as well as the
addition of our newest members.
Spring rush is here, we hope you
came out and met us and the other
fraternities and sororities at “Meet
the Greeks” and that gave you a
glimpse at what we are all about.
We will be having various
activities throughout this week for
those gentlemen who are interested to get to know us better.
For example, Monday night we

Task Force One ready for class Study Abroad
in China 2006
Nick Williams

Task Force One

Welcome back! Now that school
is back in session, Task Force One
is back on track. Task Force One,
(TFO), was founded by former
SGA President, Matt Collier, in
2003. It was created to give first
year students an opportunity to get
involved and get a taste of Student
Government here at EmbryRiddle. TFO tries to give first year
students a taste of Robertsʼ Rules
of Order, the amendment process,
and activities.
Last fall Task Force One held
Rockinʼ the Holidays where
Brisance performed on Dec.
2 outside of the racquetball
courts and proided free food
from Dustinʼs Bar-B-Q.
TFO had about 150 people
come out for the concert. There
was also $150 worth of prizes

raffled off. This spring, Task
Force One will be holding the
annual Spring Splash. In previous years, the event has been held
around the pool area; Some of
you may even still have the beach
balls from last year.
This year, TFO hopes to have
just as much fun as last year if
not more, with events such as a
barbeque, more prize giveaways,
some great music and lots of fun in
the sun celebrating spring and the
coming of warmer weather, as if it
was that cold to begin with.
If you are a first-year student
and interested in getting involved,
come to one of our meetings on
Mondays at 7:00 p.m. in the SGA
Conference Room.
Task Force One wishes you the
best of luck this semester as we
work toward campus improvement,
becoming an official part of the
student government, and hosting
an amazing Spring Splash!

Leeann Chen

Special to The Avion

TASK FORCE ONE

CREATED BY FORMER SGA president Matt Collier, Task Force One
was started to introduce the first year students to Embry-Riddleʼs SGA.
TFO have planned many activities such as the annual Spring Splash.
Last year, TFO sponsored a concert with performers Brisance.

Theta Phi news Sig-Chi update
Ashley Strahan
Theta Phi Alpha PR
The sisters of Theta Phi Alpha
would like to welcome everyone
back to school.
Christmas break is
never long enough
but we are excited
to get back into the
swing of things.
We
started
off our semester
with our biannual
retreat
in
Altamonte
Springs to get ourselves organized but
most importantly, to have a good time
and hang out at Disney Quest.
I think I can speak for everyone
when I say, wow.
The real purpose for this article is
to extend a welcome to all females
to come out and have a good
time with the sisters of Theta Phi
Alpha during recruitment week.
We have some fun things
planned and are excited to
welcome
new
girls
into
our wonderful organization. The week
is as follows:
Monday, Jan. 23: Meet the Greeks
11am-1pm, West Lawn
Tuesday, Jan. 24: Activities Fair
9 a.m.-2:30 p.m, Heritage Walkway

Wednesday, Jan. 25: Shipwrecked!
BBQ 6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m., McKay
BBQ Pits. Thursday, Jan 26 : Daytona
Lagoon 6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m., Meet at
the Spirit Rock at 6:30 p.m. Friday,
Jan. 27: Philanthropy Night 6 p.m.8:30,
IC103.
Saturday, Jan. 28:
Preference
Party,
Invite Only
We hope that
you can make it
to any events you
can but if you have
a scheduling conflict,
please see any sister for information.
As for everyone else, have a great
semester and study hard!

Brick
Sigma Chi Chapter Editor
Welcome back everyone and
Happy New Year! Over the
break some of us ventured
to the slopes of Maine for
some skiing, while others
hit the Casinos in good
oleʼ Canada.
Sigma Chi – Eta Iota
would like to congratulate and welcome the
newly initiated brothers of
the Gamma Gamma pledge class.
These eleven gentlemen worked
hard during pledging and will be a

benefit to our chapter.
Rush starts this week with our
activities commencing on Tuesday
with Go-Carts and Mini Golf at 6:
15 meeting in front of ICI.
Wednesday
is
Homemade Wings at our
house around 7:00 p.m.,
Thursday is Bowling at
Bellair Lanes meeting at 6:
30 in front of ICI.
Friday is the Spaghetti
dinner at the house
(invite only). So if you
are interested in pledging Sigma Chi, be sure to
come to any or all the Rush events
that you can.

Volunteer opportunities
Angela Poon
Volunteer Network
Girl Scouts of Citrus Council
in collaboration with PACE
center for Girls in Orlando
needs to recruit 30 women
to serve as mentors. Each mentor
will receive training.
The Get REAL! Program is

30 weeks long, spending only an
hour a week mentoring. Volunteers
will
teach
middle
school
girls valuable life lessons such as
conflict-resolution, self-esteem,
self-care and abstinence, among
others.
Deadline: January 27, 2006.
AIDS Walk at Daytona Beach
Community
College.
Help
in the fight against HIV and

AIDS by collecting donations
for research and participating
in the walk. Please contact us
for more information.
Deadline: February 26, 2006
Contact Us:
In Person: Student Center
room 112
By Phone: (386) 226-7082
E-mail: OutReach@erau.edu
AIM: ERAUvNET

You may not know the persons in
this photo. They are Dr. Chen and
Dr. Jones, prior to climbing one of
the five Chinese holy mountains on
a rainy summer day.
Each year, they go to China with
a group of Embry-Riddle students
to study and travel. In addition to
in-class teaching, they have been
on this magnificent mountain with
students several times in the past
few years. With chains and ropes,
they climb for five to seven hours,
many times on
hands and knees.
This is Mount
Hua, where everything in China
started, where one
finds the oracle
bones on which
Chinese characters
first took shape,
famous terra cotta
soldiers
were
made, and Doaists
established their
temples on the
mountain.
On a rainy day,
the temples peak
through the misty clouds. Mountains
like this that have inspired the
black and white water-color
landscape paintings that one cannot
find anywhere else.
You can take a sleeper train from
Beijing to Mt. Hua. The professors
have also arranged classes in such a
way that you will have a three-day
weekend to take long-distance trips.
Our study-abroad sites are located
in Beijing and Tianjin. Previous students have visited the Great Wall,
the Forbidden City, the Summer
Palace, Temple of Heaven, Lahma
Temple, the aviation museum,
the military museum, museum
of Chinese history and Tianmen
Square in Beijing.
Because you will stay in the campus hotel of Beijing Aeronautical
and Astronautical
University,
you will have easy and inexpensive access to buses, trains
and subways.
Tianjin is a port city, two-hours
away from Beijing, where you

can still see many European style
houses and guns left from the
Opium War period.
Take a boat on the canal and
see where the Great Wall meets
the sea. If you purchase your tickets from to China from a Chinese
travel agency, it will offer you
a free round-trip ticket to travel
while you are in China.
This free ticket will allow you
to fly from the host campus to
Port Arthur, Qingtao—the home of
Qingtao beer, Shanghai, or wherever you heart desires.
One can learn a lot about history
and culture in sightseeing; one can
also
learn
a lot about
contemporary
Chinese people by experiencing local
life.
Many
times, your
professors
will
invite
local teachers and students to class
to
discuss
issues with
you and help
you practice
speaking
Chinese. It is a win-win situation to
study abroad in China.
You get six credits: three lowerlevel HU credits and three upperlevel SS or HU credits. The course
is designed just for living in China,
not duplicating on-campus Chinese
courses, so all students start at the
same level: knowledge of Chinese is
NOT required.
The tuition cost is one-half that
of campus courses. Airfare, room
and board, and fees cost roughly
the other half. So, you can earn
six credits on campus and pay full
tuition, or you can have, in effect, a
free trip to China and earn the same
credits. Financial aid applies to
study abroad too.
Previous study-abroad students
have all given two thumbs up for
the China program. If you call Dr.
Chen at 928-777-6682 or email her
at chen1@erau.edu, she can give
you an application form right away.
Spaces are limited; so do not let this
golden opportunity slip away.
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Need Students to Share Room
Looking for student to share home
in nice subdivision. Located 6
miles from Embry-Riddle. Includes
a furnished bedroom, full bath,
general house privileges, washer/
dryer, utilities and high-speed
Internet connection. Asking $450
per month. Deposit and references
required. Non-smokers only please.
(386)383-8621.

Condo for Rent
Great 2/1 condo in Daytona
Beach! Renovated. Only $860 per
month. Includes cable, water, trash
and lawn. New jacuzzi tub, flooring,
ceiling fans and paint. Walk to
Intercoastal and Park. Available
February.
Photos available on
request. (386) 843-0065.

Beach House for Rent
Three bedroom, 2 bath beach
house for rent in the heart of Daytona
Beach. Walk to Main St., the beach,
the Convention Center and Ocean
Walk. Cable hook-up for Internet
access in each bedroom, brand new
washer/dryer.
Freshly painted.
Very clean. Like new. Asking
$1500 per month. Contact Diane.
(386) 246-9634.

Apartment in New Smyrna
Small 1-bedroom, 1-bath upstairs
apartment in New Smyrna. Located
1 block from the ocean. Only
22 miles from campus (approx.
25-minute-drive).
Asking $475
per month (includes satellite and
water) plus one months deposit.
Contact Woody. (386) 323-5029 or
galbrc26@erau.edu.

Luxury Condo
Two-bed, 2-bath 1st floor. Asking
$1000 per month. Deposit last
months rent. Gated community, 24hour security, clubhouse with 42”
plasma T.V., exercise room, billiards,
pool, Internet access, washer/dryer,
pay electric, owner pays water
(up to 4,000 gal.) and association
dues.
Contact Frank/Pam at
(386) 761-6601 or Marge/Bill at
(770) 360-5888.

Immaculate Apartment
Three-bedroom, 2-bath vacant
and ready to move in. Villaggio on
the Lakes in Port Orange. Includes
billiards, cable, pool, jacuzzi,
clubhouse and computer room. All
appliances plus washer and dryer.
Family or couple, or 3 students
share rent with 6, 9 or 12-month
lease. Asking $1,350 per month
plus deposit or $450 each monthly
and deposit if 3 students share. Call
Rachel at (386) 405-7154 anytime.

Ormond Townhouse
Two-bed, 2.5-bath. All appliances,
furnished or unfurnished, private
bath in each bed. Multiple walkin closets. Pool, tennis courts,
basketball courts. Great location.
Pets ok. Asking $975 per month.
Call Krissy at (386) 235-8496.

For Rent - February 1
Two-bedroom, two-bath house.
Attached garage. Single floor on
Cypress Head Golf Course. Fully
furnished. Asking $1,200 per month.
Call owner at (914) 276-3876.

Two Rooms for Rent
Two rooms available at $350 per
month + utilities. Large 3-bedroom,
2-bath house in Port Orange to share
with an EP student. Call Carey at
(386) 760-8574.

Home for Sale
Quality 3-bedroom, 2-bath home
in a nice, quiet location 2 miles
of ERAU. Available immediately.
Makes for a good investment. Only
$225,000.00. Call (386) 788-9266.

Studio Apartment
One-bed, 1-bath 3 min. from
ERAU. Kitchen and appliances
included. Only $400 per month and
includes waste, electric and water.
(386) 334-5898.

AUTOMOBILES

Daytona Riverside Condos
For rent or sale. 2/1 and 1/1. $800$1,200. Private, gated, renovated,
fitness club. Only 3 miles from
school, 1 mile from country club
and 3 miles from the beach. Visit
www.PreserveatRiversedge.com for
more information. Located 1401 S.
Palmetto Daytona. Contact Craig D.
at (407) 592-9723 for more details.

2000 BMW 3 Series
RWD 6-Cyl. 2.5 Liter, 5 Speed
Manual.
Just purchased, then
unexpectedly received job offer
out of State. Cannot take with me,
Company provides transportation.
Spent $2,030 on enhancements.
New Extra wide sport tires, Gearbox
bushing, Universal joint, hazard &
lock plus power steering. My loss,
your gain! Previous owner added
a new radiator, disk brakes and all
new belts & hoses. Fully inspected
by Lynch BMW recently, perfect
condition! Complete Carfax report
for you, along with the insurance it
provides. 142,000 miles all highway
to work. $12,999 - I am completely
negotiable! Interested buyers please
call (386) 566-3030.

AUTOMOBILES
1995 Mitsubishi Diamante
1995
Mitsubishi
Diamante.
White. Auto. Power windows
and locks. Tinted windows. CD
player.
Low mileage. Asking
$2,975. Call for more information.
(386) 441-4288.

1991 Ford Explorer
Manual, 4-door.
New clutch
and brakes. Asking $1100 OBO.
Graduating exchange student. Must
sell. Call Patricia for more info.
(386) 274-4845.

2004 Jeep Grand Cherokee
Only 31K miles.
Automatic.
charcoal exterior, cruise control,
power locks, windows and steering.
Remote keyless entry, power seats,
anti-lock brakes. Asking $16,500.
Call (321) 228-4990.
Advertisement
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Flight Instruction
Get your Glass cockpit checkout
in a G1000 equipped aircraft.
Flight training offered: Private,
Instrument, Commercial, CFI, CFII,
BFR’s and checkout flights, at Air
America in DAB. Fleet includes
2005 C172 G1000 ($114), 2004
C182 G1000 ($144), 2004 C172SP
($91), 1982 C172P ($74), and C152
($56). Instruction ($25/hr) Contact
Greg Gilger at (530) 263-6497.

Aerodynamics Textbook (AE)
AE Aerodynamics Textbook
for Sale. Used. Softcover. $20.
(386) 441-4288.

Banjo for Sale
Five-string fender,
Like-new.
Includes gig bag, learning book
w/CD, electronic tuner and picks.
Asking $270 o.b.o. Call Jason.
(843) 359-0282.

Attention CFI’s
Flight

instructors

needed

in

Daytona Beach! Send resumes to
bolin67f@erau.edu.

3-Piece Desk
3-Piece glass desk. Asking $40.
Call (386) 235-6700.

