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Faculty salaries are up four percent, but 
some professors may receive as little as a 
two percent increase in pay.

“We gave a four percent raise to all the 
faculty and staff for the coming year. Two 
percent is to be given across the board, and 
a two percent will be available for merit,” 
explained Interim University President Dr. 
John Johnson.

The heads of each department will decide 
the merit pay. Faculty and Staff members 
may receive a three, four or more than four 
percent raise, based on their performance 
evaluations. The cost of living, as measured 
by the U.S. department of labor, is up 3.6 
percent.

According to Johnson, faculty salaries are 
“above average,” but Embry-Riddle needs 

to do better. “My goal is to get to the 70th 
percentile nationally for faculty and staff,” 
said Johnson.

Deciding faculty salaries is a compli-
cated decision influenced by many factors. 
“Money is tight,” explained Dr. Blaise 
P. Waguespack, Daytona Beach faculty 
member to the Board of Trustees. In addi-
tion to balancing faculty salaries with the 
University budget, salaries have to be com-
petitive in order to attract top faculty and 
retain experienced professors.

“Technically in the faculty handbook … it 
doesn’t mention the idea of a cost of living 
increase at all,” said Waguespack.

Salary compression is another factor in 
determining compensation. Salary compres-
sion is the narrowing of wages between new 
and experienced professors. The merit pay 
portion of the raise allows for more equi-
table pay for those professors who made 
positive contributions to the University.

The housing crunch is on. The University 
has admitted 1,369 students so far, and hous-
ing has only space for 1,200 freshmen beds. 
The housing department has already received 
1,100 housing contracts, which is 200 more 
than the same time last year. This shows a 

22 percent increase from last year. “This 
year things are a little tighter than they have 
been,” said Tom Hilgers, Embry-Riddle’s 
Director of Housing. 

Since the housing deadline has already 
passed on June 15, students who are still 
turning in contracts are not guaranteed hous-
ing on campus. The estimated total of new 
incoming students is 1,500. Although this 
number is 300 higher than the standard fresh-

men housed on campus, it is estimated that 
300 of those will live off campus. These 300 
students have already been turned away from 
living on campus. 

Unfortunately, there simply is not enough 
housing. Due to the large incoming class the 
housing department has already turned away 
all new incoming students over the age of 
21. Housing has also turned away all gradu-
ate students. The 80 returning students who 

are on the waiting list for upper classmen 
housing are expected to not be provided with 
housing due to space constraints. 

In order to compensate for this amount 
of students, two floors of Woods Hall and 
one half of a floor in Adams Hall have been 
converted from double occupancy to triple 
occupancy. This will provide the housing 
department with 47 additional beds from the 
47 additional rooms they converted. The first 
floor south wing of O’Connor Hall has been 
set aside for new incoming transfer students 
this year instead of returning students. 

Concern regarding housing three people 
per room instead of two has always been 
present with the “third-man out syndrome” 
being cited. The theory behind this syndrome 
is that an even number of students per room 
is healthier mentally than three students, 
because two students can pair up but with 
three, one student can sometimes feel left out. 
“It’s a tough situation,” according to Mary 
Conklin MD, LPC, a psychology professor 
at Rockford University. “It’s the concept of 
couples, two people work better together 
than three,” she says. If living in triple occu-
pancy rooms freshmen year hurts retention 
or grades has never been looked into by the 
housing department. “We don’t have any data 
to suggest it’s worse,” Tom Hilgers said.

Students are chosen to be in the three 
occupancy rooms depending on when they 
turned in their housing applications. If they 
turned them in before the June 15 deadline 
they will not be placed in a triple occupancy 
room. If they turned in their applications late 
after June 15 they may be placed in one of the 
three occupancy rooms. 

The housing department estimates within 
four to six weeks of the semester starting the 
third student in those triple occupancy rooms 
will be able to move into a double occupancy 
room. They will not need to remain in a triple 
occupancy room throughout the semester. In 
the past some students have declined to move 
out of the triple occupancy into a double 
occupancy. 

 Freshmen rooms cost $2,050 regardless of 
double or triple occupancy. This policy is so 
that the students will be able to move out of 
those rooms into a double occupancy if they 
choose to do so. If the housing department 
is unable to find the space to move those 
students then the University will look into 
reducing costs for those rooms that are triple 
occupancy.

Tuition up 5 percent, 7 percent for Freshmen

Students returning to Embry-Riddle for 
the fall semester can expect to come back 
to a five percent tuition increase. The Board 
of Trustees approved the increase in 2005, 

and also mandated a seven percent tuition 
raise for incoming freshmen. And while stu-
dents may groan about the increased cost of 
attending Embry-Riddle, it is lower than the 
national average. 

According to Dr. John Johnson, interim 
president, the university is currently “85 
percent reliant on tuition.” Tuition provides 
a vast majority of the budget of Embry-
Riddle, and as operating costs rise, tuition 
must rise as well. In the 2005-2006 school 
year, public universities experienced a 7.1 
percent increase in tuition, while private 
schools rose 5.9 percent, according to the 
College Board.

Currently at Embry-Riddle, the endow-
ment fund makes up a small portion of the 
school’s budget. Due to small graduating 

classes, alumni donations are not as high 
as with larger universities, so the budget 
remains tuition driven. Student government 
association president Nate Clapper stated 
that, “ideas are in progress to start shifting 
costs of the university from the students to 
the school’s endowment” and other resourc-
es. SGA will continue to have input to the 
Board of Trustees and work to keep tuition 
increases low.

 Johnson agrees with the executive 
board of SGA, stating that in the future 
they will make “every effort to keep tuition 
increases to approximately the Consumer 
Price Index plus one or two percent.” The 
Consumer Price Index (C.P.I.) is used as 
a method of measuring inflation, varying 
throughout the year as a gauge for financial 

decisions. By following the C.P.I., the Board 
of Trustees could ensure that the rise of 
tuition stays on pace with inflation.

As well as following the Consumer Price 
Index, there are other steps Embry-Riddle 
can take to help keep the level of tuition 
increases low. Johnson recognizes that stu-
dents are graduating with growing levels 
of debt, saying that “what we have to do 
is put the brakes on big increases in tuition 
and look for other sources of revenue to run 
the University. I would like to get the tuition 
level down from 85 percent to 70 percent of 
the budget over the next five years. We can 
do it by increasing money coming in from 
research, partnerships with industry leaders, 
fund raising … and developing global part-
nerships with Doha [Qatar], Dubai [United 

Arab Emirates] and China. This would cer-
tainly help to grow our endowment.”

Currently, it is unclear if more tuition 
increases are being considered for the 2007-
2008 school year. The SGA executive board 
will continue to be a student resource and 
have input into these decisions, according 
to Clapper, and encourages students con-
cerned about decisions being made at the 
university to become involved with student 
government. Although it is difficult to accept 
a tuition increase when most students have 
ever-increasing student loans, this year’s 
tuition increase is average when compared 
to other private universities. By increasing 
endowment funds and research partnerships, 
Embry-Riddle’s administration hopes to keep 
these increases to a minimum in the future. 

New cost for first 
year students 
is $12,210 per 
semester

Mikel Fitterman
Guest Reporter

Too many freshman, too few rooms
Spencer Conklin
Staff Reporter
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FRESHMEN DORMS LIKE WOOD Hall are feeling the pressure of a large incoming class. Housing contracts are up 22 percent, 
forcing three students to room in a space designed for two. Housing hopes to move most of the students into two bedroom living 
conditions as space becomes available later in the school year.

ERAU 
Pres. 
Search 
continues

Brian Case
Editor-in-Chief

The Presidential Search Committee of 
the Board of Trustees has narrowed the 
list of University Presidential candidates 
down to two. Air Force Lt. Gen. Michael 
M. Dunn and Interim President Dr. John P. 
Johnson have been selected from the list of 
four, published July 11 in The Avion.

The search committee met on July 17, 
following campus visits by each of the 
four candidates. The candidates met with 
student leaders, faculty and staff mem-
bers at Daytona Beach and Prescott, Ariz. 
Members of the University community 
were encouraged to submit comments via 
erau.edu. Following a review of those 
comments, the committee narrowed the 
possible candidates to two.

The final decision will be made at a 
special meeting of the Board of Trustees. 
According to Deborah Praver, who is 
in charge of Board Operations for the 
President’s Office, a meeting date will be 
selected in about a week, and the meeting 
will likely occur by the end of summer.

Lt. Gen. Dunn is currently the President 
of the National Defense University in 
Washington D.C. He has served there 
since 2003, which has several parallels to 
Embry-Riddle. For example, the National 
Defense University has two campuses, with 
a network of distance learning centers. Dr. 
Johnson has served as University President 
since Dr. George Ebbs resigned in 2005. 
Prior to that, Johnson was Provost and 
Chief Academic Officer at Embry-Riddle 
since 2003.

For full biographies of each candidate, 
plus excerpts from their interviews with 
The Avion staff, please see Campus News, 
page A2.

Faculty salaries 
increase 4 percent

Brian Case
Editor-in-Chief

Campus News . . . . . . . . . . . . A2

Opinions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A3

Aeronautica . . . . . . . . . . . . . A4

Space Technology . . . . . . . . . A5

Comics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A6

Classifieds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A7

Entertainment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A8

Three Embry-
Riddle vets. take 
new positions

Campus News, A2

Space Shuttle 
Discovery 
returns safely

Space Technology, A5

Non-stop laughs 
with “My Super 
Ex-Girlfriend”

Entertainment, A8



Already the Interim president of 
Embry-Riddle, John P. Johnson, 
Ph.D., is ready to continue his 
tenure here as the full-fledged 
President. Having worked in 
education since 1968, Johnson 
said that “I feel that I am very well 
qualified to assume the position of 
President.” 

Johnson holds a bachelors 
and masters from Florida State 
University. His Ph.D. comes from 
Kent State University. In 2003 he 
was the Chief Academic Officer 
and Professor of Arts and Sciences 
at Embry-Riddle. When the former 
president, George H. Ebbs, Ph.D. 
resigned in November of 2005 
from the University, Johnson was 
named the Interim President by the 
Board of Trustees. 

In 1971 John was the Head 
of the Department of Speech 
Pathology and Audiology at 
the Hillside Hospital, OH. As 
the Director he recruited staff, 
prepared budgets, and expanded 
the services at the hospital. Johnson 
became an Assistant Professor 
of Speech, Hearing Science, and 
Clinic Director at Bowling Green 
State University in 1975. In 1977 
he became an Associate Professor 
of Speech, Hearing Science, and 
Coordinator of Graduate Studies 
at Lamar University. 10 years 
later Johnson became the Dean 
for the College of Professional 
studies and a Professor at Northern 
Kentucky University. While at 
Northern Kentucky University he 
established new graduate programs, 

increased funding from grants, and 
developed a Youth Enrichment 
Program for young people from 
under-served and disadvantaged 
communities. In 1991 Johnson 
became the Dean of College 
of Health Professions while 
continuing also as a Professor 
of Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation at the Medical 
University of South Carolina. 
His list of accomplishments 
includes creating the first faculty 
practice plan, increasing salaries, 
diversifying the revenue, and 
tripling the college budget. In 
1999 Johnson became the Vice 
President for Academic Affairs 
at Texas A&M University. He 
established new degree programs, 
obtained private funding, secured 
grant funding, 

Johnson became the 
Chief Academic Officer for 
Embry-Riddle in 2003. He 
developed a discipline-
specific promotion and tenure 
criteria, new faculty workload and 
compensation policies, and worked 
to enhance communication within 
the University. 

“Having served as the Interim 
president of Embry-Riddle 
for the last seven months, and 
having worked here since late 
2003, I think I have a better 
understanding of the University’s 
needs and priorities,” Johnson 
said. If selected as President, 
Johnson wants to move the 
University away from a tuition 
driven budget. Currently, the 
University is 85 percent tuition 
driven and in the next five years 
Johnson wants to lower it to 70 
percent. He hopes to develop new 
partnerships with Doha, Dubai and 
China which would help to grow 
our endowment. 

Johnson uses a collegial 
management style. “Decisions that 
are important to the University 
should be made after the 
faculty, staff and students have the 
opportunity to provide input,” 
Johnson explains. He also hopes 
to develop a Ph.D. program within 
the next few years and strengthen 
the master degree programs. If 
selected for the next Presidency 
Johnson says “I feel I can do a 
good job for everybody, and hope-
fully make this a better place to 
live and work.” 

Editor-in-Chief Brian Case 
contributed to some portions of 
this report.

This biography was previously 
printed in the July 11 issue of The 
Avion Newspaper.

With over 50,000 people from 
over 130 countries in his rolodex, 
Lieutenant General Michael M. 
Dunn has certainly had his share 
of life experiences. Currently he 
serves as the President of the 
National Defense University 
in Washington, DC, but feels 
that Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University is the next Presidency 
he would like to accept. 

Dunn holds a bachelors of 
science in astronautical engi-
neering, masters in systems 
management, and a commercial 
instrument rating. He feels that 
Embry-Riddle is a right fit for 
him. “I doubt you’re going to 
have another candidate who 
understands the aviation commu-
nity the way I do,” he said. 

Dunn has a strong political 
and managerial past. In 1997 he 
was the Director of Plans and 
Programs at the Headquarters 
Pacific Air Forces in Honolulu, 
HI. His jobs included strategic 
and operations planning for over 
25,000 persons around the world. 
In 1999 he became the Deputy 
Chief of Staff for the United 
National Command and US 
Forces Korea, in Seoul, Korea. 
The organization had 37,000 
employees and included 16 
nations. He was the lead negotia-
tor with the North Koreans at the 
DMZ. Dunn also advised talks 
between the US, North Korea, 
South Korea and China. In 2001, 
he became the Vice Director for 
Strategic Plans and Policy at the 

Pentagon. He provided advice on 
all issues of national security to 
the civilian government, which 
includes the President, Vice 
President, Secretary of State, 
Secretary of Defense and the 
National Security Advisor.  

Since 2003 Dunn has been 
the President for the National 
Defense University. Since begin-
ning his tenure he has moved to 
make multiple changes at the 
National Defense University, 
which has some parallels with 
Embry-Riddle. The National 
Defense University is comprised 
of two campuses, with an extend-
ed campus. Dunn has made sure 
to be involved in every aspect, 
including still lecturing in classes 
on campus. He has worked to add 
over 35 courses to each campus 
in the past year alone. With only 
a small budget increase he has 
expanded course offerings to 
include those for already enlisted 
and active military personnel. 

Dunn spearheded the construc-
tion of a building program to add 
classroom space and parking 
for the Washington DC campus. 
The construction budget was 
$150 million. Dunn increased 
the number of international 
contracts with the college, expand-
ed the connection with the business 
sector, and overseen the certifica-
tion of a new masters degree for 
the university. 

Holding a degree in engineering 
and a pilots license, Dunn feels 
that Embry-Riddle is the right 
spot. Originally from Daytona 
Beach he has family all around 
the area. He understands the chal-
lenges Embry-Riddle faces with 
fundraising as it can often be hard 
to get money donated to a govern-
ment university as he has done. 
Dunn has been a big supporter of 
Embry-Riddle since they moved 
to Daytona in the 1960’s. He 
loves the school and says he’ll 
always been a big fan. 

If selected as President Dunn 
says, “I really need to sit down 
and talk with all the stakeholders, 
the faculty, chancellors, deans, 
etcetera before I can make any 
real solid judgments.” He intends 
to work hard to get Embry-Riddle 
known outside of the niches in 
the aerospace industry that it 
is renowned for. “I just know I 
am a perfect guy for the job. If 
selected, I’ll do the best I can to 
serve” he said.

This biography was previously 
printed in the July 11 issue of The 
Avion Newspaper.

Jennifer Hinebaugh is the new 
First Year Academic Advisor for the 
Department of First Year Programs 
at Embry-Riddle. She is replacing 
former advisor Kelly Austin.

The First Year Programs office is 
a place where academic advisors, 
student assistants, peer mentors and 
tutors help students find answers 
to questions and aid them in their 
transition to university life. 

When asked what drew her to the 
position she said, “I have taught 
the UNIV 101 class for the past 
two years and have truly enjoyed 
working with the students.”

Jennifer began her career at 

Embry-Riddle as Marketing 
Manager at the Extended Campus 
in January of 2003. From there 
she moved to Daytona Beach in 
the summer of 
2004 and 
began working 
as the Assistant 
D i r e c t o r 
of Alumni 
Relations.

When asked 
if she had 
any goals for 
the upcoming 
fall semester 
Hinebaugh replied, “My main goal 
for the fall is to have fun with the 
students and let them know that the 
First Year Programs is a student 
friendly environment where they 

can learn and grow.”
The First Year Program offers 

students assistance with their tran-
sition to university life, as well as 

helping to map 
out a plan of 
study based on 
student’s needs 
and interests. 
Assistance in 
registration for 
classes, offering 
study groups 
and tutoring are 
just a few of the 
things the First 

Year Program offers to students at 
Embry-Riddle.

First Year Programs is located 
in the Doolittle Annex with office 
hours from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.
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Daytona Beach, July 12, 2006 
- Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University has created two new 
divisions in its effort to reorganize 
functions and seek savings across 
the university. They are University 
Relations, headed by Ken Stackpoole, 
and Global Planning and Program 
Development, headed by John 
Metzner.

Stackpoole, who was vice president 
of Government Relations for the past 
three years, has been named vice 
president of the University Relations 
division, which encompasses 
university-level public relations, brand 
and image marketing, government 
relations, and corporate relations.

Metzner, who most recently served 
as vice president of External Relations, 
will be responsible for Global 
Planning and Program Development. 
Among his projects is the Daytona 
Beach Research Park being proposed 
by the university to help attract large 
and small corporations to the local 
area. The park would be adjacent to 
both Daytona Beach International 
Airport and Embry-Riddle. Metzner 
is also the university’s emissary on 
international development projects.

Stackpoole has been at 

Embry-Riddle for 25 years. One of 
his high-profile projects in recent 
years was to organize the Southeast 
SATS Lab Consortium, which 
involved Florida industry, universi-
ties, and governments in NASA’s 
Small Aircraft Transportation System 
program.

Before that, he was special 
assistant to the president, chairman 
of the Flight Technology department, 
an instructor pilot and examiner, 
faculty member, and speaker of the 
Faculty Senate. He served on the 
boards of the Florida Aviation Trades 
Association, the Florida Aviation & 
Aerospace Alliance, and the Arizona 
Chamber of Commerce. He is also 
active with the National Research 
Council’s Transportation Research 
Board as the chair of the Committee 
on Intergovernmental Relations in 
Aviation.

Stackpoole earned a B.S. and 
an M.S. in Aeronautical Science at 
Embry-Riddle and a Ph.D. in Public 
Affairs at the University of Central 
Florida.

Before rejoining Embry-Riddle in 
2003, Metzner spent 12 years abroad. 
In Germany, he was the managing 
director of MCI Engineering. He 
helped establish the Technology 
Parks in Abu Dhabi and Dubai for 
the Higher Colleges of Technology, 
which attracted 20 companies 

to set up business, training, and 
product-development operations.

In previous positions at 
Embry-Riddle during the early 1990s, 
Metzner was director of International 
Program Development and director 
of the Aviation English Language 
Program.

Metzner has a B.A. in History, 
English, and Education and an M.A. 
in English Literature, both from 
Midwestern University.

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University, the world’s largest, fully 

accredited university specializing 
in aviation and aerospace, offers 
more than 30 degree programs in its 
colleges of Arts and Sciences, 
Aviation, Business, and Engineering. 
Embry-Riddle educates more 
than 32,000 students annually in 
undergraduate and graduate programs 
at residential campuses in Prescott, 
Ariz., and Daytona Beach, Fla., 
through the Extended Campus at more 
than 130 centers in the United States, 
Canada, Europe, and the Middle East, 
and through distance learning.

Press Release
Embry-Riddle

Veteran ERAU VPs head new divisions

Chris Cole
Managing Editor

... First Year 
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place where [they] 
can learn and grow. 

“

- JENNY HINEBAUGH
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Lt. Gen. Michael Dunn
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Staff Reporter

Spencer Conklin
Staff Reporter

Dr. John Johnson

Jenny Hinebaugh

John Metzner Ken Stackpoole



First of all, what is tolerance? 
I think tolerance can be defined 
two ways or a combination of 
both. Tolerance: allowing freedom 
to express oneʼs ideas or opin-
ions without forcible retaliation. 
Also tolerance can be defined as 
the liberty to act or tolerance of 
b e h a v i o r . 
T h r o u g h o u t 
history there 
is a general 
acceptance of 
the first defini-
tion. Whether 
they put into 
practice is a 
different story, 
but the second 
is never held. 
Our laws in 
America will 
back this idea. 
In America, a man can believe what-
ever he wants, but he cannot act any 
way he wants. Without a doubt there 
are immoral actions that are a threat 
to the common good. Of course, 

rather than being tolerated, our laws 
restrict such behavior. Also, there 
is a difference between tolerating 
people and tolerating ideas. To say 
that every idea is equally valid is 
absurd. (If you disagree with my 
last statement you have proven my 
point soundly).

Mr. Sulton 
writes. It is not a 
matter of proving 
that my religion 
is right and that 
your religion is 
wrong. Who am 
I to make that 
d i s t i n c t i o n … 
and who are 
you (Bagby and 
Hofle)?

Well, Mr. 
Sulton, who are 
you to say “who 

are you to say”? Who are you to 
correct their correction if correcting 
in itself is wrong? The implication 
is that judgment and communication 
on such issues is not proper. I do not 

know Dr. Bagby or Mr. Hofle, but 
if they represent the kind of world 
class students or professors that 
Embry-Riddle produces they are 
intelligent, reasonable human beings 
capable of looking into such matters 
and coming to a sensible conclu-
sion. The truth of the matter is that 
all religions cannot be true. Think 
about this. If “all religions are true” 
then Christianity is true. Christianity 
says that this is the only way and all 
of the others are false. No Christian 
source will say otherwise.  Check 
www.solarministry.com, or better 
yet, check the Bible. No one likes 
a person who cannot admit they are 
wrong, including the Bible. The “all 
religions are true” statement carries 
with it the seeds for its own destruc-
tion. Dr. Bagby and Mr. Hofle 
are well within reason and their 
freedoms to say another religion is 
false or that theirs is correct. With 
evidence and reason one can come 
to a conclusion that a religion is true 
or false.

              ~Wiljariette Hernandez

Before I start rebutting the argu-
ments that were posed to my first 
article, I must apologize for one 
thing. When I wrote the original 
article, I found out that it was way 
too big for the Avion to publish, 
thus I had to cut it almost in half in 
the last minute. Unfortunately, Iʼve 
cut it down without careful consid-
eration and thus some of the things 
I cut out took much of what I said 
out of context. Iʼll try to clarify 
some of those things in this article 
and answer some of my critics.

First, I would like to start with 
Mr. Jeanʼs article. The committee I 
was talking about was the Council 
of Nicaea. It was during the 
meeting of that committee, when 
Constantine took over the leader-
ship of the Christian Church and 
proclaimed his view of religion 
as law. His money and influence 
controlled the men at that commit-
tee, and eventually even after his 
death, the Christian Church in gen-
eral. Constantine 
even ordered 
fifty copies 
of the scrip-
tures (which 
he inspected) 
to be used by 
the church. The 
bible we have 
today, would 
eventually be 
generated out of 
those copies.

But even if we 
disregard all of that, Mr. Jean has 
yet to answer my argument. He has 
responded to a couple of the things 
that I said, but he completely 
missed my argument. My argu-
ment wasnʼt who, when or how 
the bible was voted in, my argu-
ment was of the fact that the bible 
was voted in by men (as Mr. Jean 
stated himself). In other words, all 
we know so far is that the bible 
was written by men who were 
inspired by god and their inspira-
tion was given to number of other 
men to approve. Thus, Before we 

even start critiquing the bible, we 
must first start with the assumption 
that the men who wrote the bible 
were actually inspired by god and 
didnʼt fabricate anything for their 
personal (or mutual) benefit.

When it comes to Mr. Jeanʼs 
argument to which part we should 
use, he stated “the New Testament.” 
Then he proceeded to criticize the 
fact that I mainly quoted the Old 
Testament. The reason for that is 
because that as I said before, Iʼm 
much more familiar with the Old 
Testament then the new one. I 
would argue his point of throw-
ing out half of the bible because 
it doesnʼt apply, unfortunately that 
would take too much space and 
there are other things I would like 
to address in the short amount of 
space that I have. Besides, as I said 
before, that wasnʼt my argument. 
Mr. Jean, you were absolutely right 
when you said that in a debate club 
you should do research, however, 

before you start 
your research, 
you should at 
least understand 
what the argu-
ment is about.

When it 
comes to Mr. 
S c h l i e p e r ʼ s 
argument, I 
must say that I 
strongly agree. 
I assure you Mr. 
Schlieper  that 

I would love to live in a world 
where people would stop saying 
“God said” or “the bible said” 
and start having an opinion of 
their own instead of following the 
rantings of people who by todays 
standards would be committed to 
a padded room for a very long 
time. I cannot wait for the time 
when people would stop crediting 
god for everything and give them-
selves some credit. A world where 
drug addicts and alcoholics will 
credit themselves for going clean 
and not god. Even a world where 

rappers would credit themselves 
for writing a song. God and reli-
gion werenʼt responsible for six 
million Jews executed, Hitler was. 
And god wasnʼt 
responsible for 
you making 
yourself into a 
good person, 
you and you 
alone were the 
cause of that. I 
wish that more 
people would 
think that way, 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y 
very few do.

Lastly, I 
would like to 
respond to Mr. VonMindenʼs arti-
cle. As he said, the bible was writ-
ten by over 40 different authors 
(the number is actually estimated 
to by much larger then that, since 
even Genesis was written by more 
then ten), many of those authors 
were kings and powerful lead-
ers. What are the chances that all 
those authors were really inspired 
by god and didnʼt fabricate stories 
to gain power over the people? I 
mean, throughout menʼs history, 
people fabricated stories and pro-
paganda to generate control over 
the people., how can we tell if the 
bible wasnʼt such a publication? 
After all, it was the same book that 
was used to justify slavery, “white 
manʼs burden” and the Holocaust. 
I guess all those people didnʼt 
follow only the New Testament, 
but also glimpsed a few times at 
the old one. All the good things 
in the bible could be written by a 
five-year-old with a bit of common 
sense and someone will always 
find an excuse why we should not 
follow the bad things, or why they 
do not apply to us.

Also, I would like to quickly 
comment on how Mr. VonMinden 
ended his article: “on the day 
of judgment Jesus will pay for 
your sins or you will.” Iʼve done 
many things in my life, some Iʼm 

proud of and some, not so much. 
However, I take full responsibility 
for all of them, and if god ignores 
all the good things Iʼve done 

(which ironi-
cally there are 
more of then 
many of those 
who claim to be 
Christian), and 
send me to hell 
just because I 
didnʼt let his son 
take the punish-
ment, so be it. 
Committing a 
crime and let-
ting someone 
else take the 

punishment for it, is something 
only a coward will do. Iʼd rather 
suffer in hell then live in heaven 
as a coward.

                      ~Michael Perstin
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Sabrina Karniej
Senior

Aeronautical Science

“Diet Coke, Dunkin Donuts, 
coffee, popcorn, and sushi.”

Dewayne Jenkins
Freshman

Aviation Business

“Bananas, rice, cheese, 
chicken, and artichokes.”

Steve Dorton
Sophmore

Safety Science

“I could probably do it with 
mac & cheese and hot 

dogs. Frosted Flakes are 
pretty nice. Nice scotch and 

Krystal Burgers.”

Michelle Brown
Senior

Aerospace Engneering

“Oranges, definately need 
bread, water, beef and rice.”

Student Forum

Brian Kaiser
Freshman

Aviation Business 

“Definately one of their 
chicken wraps, oatmeal 

cream pies, milk, you got to 
have milk, and then country 

fried steak.”

The Avion asks: “If you could survive on only five foods, what would they be?”
—Compiled by Spencer Conklin

Marie-Emmanuelle Ricour
Grad Student

Aerospace Engineering

“Cheese, bread, 
Nutella, sushi and boeuf 

bourguignon”

Perstin answers critics rebuttals

... my argument was 
the fact that the 

bible was voted in 
by men.

“

- MICHAEL PERSTIN

”

Authors 
are only 
one part

I read an article in “The Avion” 
dated 6/20/06 titles “Is it Word of 
God or Word of Man” by Michael 
Perstin. I would like to respond to 
his statement “The word of God 
was voted in by a committee.” Mr. 
Perstinʼs article was approved for 
publication in “The Avion” by at 
least one committee member. Does 
that fact mean that Mr. Perstin did 
not author it? Of course not. I, 
Myself, have written have written 
articles for publications that had to 
be edited and approved by a com-
mittee nevertheless it is still my 
story, my work. 

Also in the article Mr. Perstin 
brings up the question of literal 
verses figurative interpretation. 
In order to honestly interpret any 
work, one must know the intent 
of the author. That question can be 
answered by asking the author of 
the book. If you do not know the 
author or have not inquired of the 
author then you are judging their 
work by your own interpretation. 
As an author myself, I understand 
this fact yet I continue to write 
because I feel I have something 
worth while to write about.

If you ask any author 
about their work they will be 
more than happy to help you 
understand their work. One has 
simply but to ask.

                   ~Valerie Chambers

I’d rather suffer 
in hell then live in 

heaven as a coward.

“

- MICHAEL PERSTIN

”

All or nothing is not right 

... there is a 
difference between 
tolerating people 

and tolerating ideas.

“

- WILJARIETTE HERNANDEZ

”

Veto. A word not heard much 
since the Clinton Administration, 
was brought back into the public 
eye last week by President Bush. 
Bush picked a bill to veto that 
even many people in 
his party voted for. In 
fact the bill passed 63-
37, and was supported 
by 19 of 55 republi-
cans, including Senate 
Majority Leader Bill 
Frist, and co-sponsor of 
the bill Arlen Specter, 
Judiciary Committee 
Chairman. Those two 
represent quite a big 
rift in the ideology of 
the party. 

The bill itself would 
allow frozen embryos in birth 
clinics, that would otherwise be 
destroyed, be used for stem cell 
research. Basically a resource 
that would otherwise sit in a 
freezer and be thrown away, 
would instead be used for invalu-
able medical research, which 
could benefit millions. Even 
Gov. Schwarzenegger believes 
its important, and allotted $150 
million for its research. What is 
wrong with this picture? What 
made the veto even more enter-
taining were the people Bush sur-
rounded himself with at the press 
gathering. A group of families 
who had children from donated 
embryos. As if this group of peo-
ple would be affected. The bill 
is not saying that every donated 
embryo will be used for research, 
just the huge number of cells 
destined for a dumpster. Embryo 
donation is great and I am all for 
it, but not as a 
reason to block 
such an impor-
tant piece of 
legislation. 

While stem 
cells are a huge 
part of the 
future of medi-
cal research, 
a  more press-
ing problem 
has arisen in a 
Congressional 
bill. Many 
republicans on Capitol Hill for 
some reason are beginning to 
think the best way to stop the 
courts from ruling against the 
laws they pass, is to legislate 
the courts out of the process. 
The House passed a bill, which 

would prohibit federal courts 
from hearing any cases regarding 
the use of the phrase “under God” 
in the pledge of allegiance. The 
idea seems inherently unconsti-

tutional, and frankly 
stupefying. What per-
son in their right mind 
would even consider 
sponsoring said bill. 
Do they actually think 
it will pass? Personally 
if this bill gets through 
the Senate, which I 
believe it has no chance 
of doing, I would start 
looking for schools 
in another country 
because all hope 
would be lost for our 

legislative system. The simple 
idea of the possibility of one 
branch of government simply 
legislating out the other branch 
is so Orwellian I feel the need 
to purchase 535 copies of 1984 
and go to Capitol Hill to hand 
them out. This years elections 
should be interesting, and with 
acts like these, the republi-
cans in the House are fighting 
against themselves. Legislation 
like this bill makes no friends 
with the public. 

Speaking of courts, a Federal 
District court made an excellent 
ruling for the public last week. 
The court allowed the Electronic 
Frontier Foundation (EFF), a 
group who fights against digital 
rights and technological issues, 
to proceed with their lawsuit 
against AT&T for their part in 
the NSA wiretapping allegations. 
The court ruled the Government 

could not 
use the State 
Secrets clause 
to block the 
lawsuit. This 
ruling is a 
huge step for 
the EFF and 
fight against 
the invasion 
of the privacy 
of the citizens 
of this coun-
try. Almost 
u n d o u b t -

edly the ruling will be 
appealed, but with this prec-
edent there is a chance the 
lawsuit will go through and we 
will actually find out the extent 
to which the programs were used 
on the general public. 

Stand Up!
A veto, a veto, my kingdom 

for a veto

Chris
Tezak

Columnist

I feel the need to 
buy 535 copies of 

1984 and go to 
Capitol Hill ...

“

-CHRIS TEZAK

”

This space left intention-

ally blank by YOU. We want 

to hear what you have to 

say. Politics, entertainment, 

campus life, we will take it 

all. Submit your opinions to 

avion.newsroom@gmail.com and 

see them printed in the paper. 

Avionnewspaper.com is your source for your Embry-
Riddle news. Place classifieds, search old issues and 

catch up on the latest national and world news. Post in 
the message boards and speak your mind about what 
you read in the paper and what goes on around cam-

pus. Your one stop news source.
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A team at the University of Toronto 
Institute for Aerospace Studies made 
history earlier this month by con-
structing and flying a very special 
aircraft: a plane that flaps its wings 
like a bird, rather than gliding like tra-
ditional fixed wing aircraft. Called an 
ornithopter, this aircraft concept has 
been around for centuries, but until 
now, has been mostly unsuccessful in 
its practical application.

Professor James DeLaurier, who 
headed the team, flew the craft 
approximately a third of a kilometer 
in 14 seconds, a record for such air-
craft as it flew entirely under its own 
power and did not take advantage of 
such things as launching from a cliff 
as have other ornithopters in the past.  
Technically, DeLaurier’s aircraft is 
considered a “jet-assisted” ornithopter 
as it is powered by a small jet engine.  
The ‘Flapper,’ as named by the team, 
rings in at just less than 800 pounds, 
making it amazingly light yet sturdy.

The first recorded idea of making a 
mechanical version of a flapping bird 
was by Roger Bacon, followed by 
the ideas and drawings of Leonardo 
da Vinci around 1490.  Ornithopters 
powered by large rubber bands and 
gunpowder charges were created in 
France in the 1870s, but it was not 
until the middle of the twentieth 
century that ornithopters began to 
appear that could fly after being towed 
by other aircraft.

Scaled down models of these air-
craft have been used in such things 
as driving birds away from airports 
and as unobtrusive spy planes, since 
they can be painted and shaped to 
look like indigenous birds rather 
than a less discreet and less natural 
jet powered glider.

One of the benefits an ornithopter 
has over traditional fixed wing air-
craft is its more efficient use of the 

aerodynamic principles of lift and 
thrust; the problem with construc-
tion is creating mechanisms that can 
withstand such heavy abuse and still 
be light enough to permit the craft to 

take off under its own power.  Also, 
occupants of ornithopters would seem 
to be subjected to a very jarring ride 
as the fuselage drops every time the 
wings flap unless technology is devel-

oped to lessen this effect.
Throughout history, the idea of flying 

like a bird has captivated great think-
ers alike to devise ideas to duplicate it 
in human flight; now, with Professor 

DeLaurier’s July 8 flight, it is shown 
to be finally within the realm of plau-
sible practicality that such craft can 
exist.  Whether just for hobby or for 
more serious reasons, ornithopters 

will become more and more prevalent 
as our technology improves, bring-
ing us close and closer to the goal 
of someday flying by flapping our 
mechanical wings, just as birds do.

With the Clean Air Act requiring 
vehicles that use lower octane metha-
nol fuels to have at least 10 percent 
renewable fuel added into their fuel, the 
Aircraft Owners and Pilot Association 
(AOPA) and the Experimental 
Aircraft Association (EAA) are cur-
rently trying to get exemption for the 

rule. This request for exemption is due 
to the fact that ethanol will harm the 
aircraft engine systems.

After much testing by AOPA 
and Cessna, it’s been concluded 
that the ethanol in the system sig-
nificantly reduces the engine life. 
Also, the ethanol additive has a 
tendency to absorb a large amount 
of water, which will damage and 
lower engine performance for all 
reciprocating engine aircraft.

Aside from the harm it will do 
to the aircraft, AOPA is worried 
that it will affect the growth of 
the new sport pilot certifi-
cate. Because most of the sport
 pilot aircraft are powered by low-
grade automotive fuel.

Another group that’s worried 
about this change are owners of 
older aircraft that specifically run 
on automotive fuel. Those owners 
have went through the trouble of 

obtaining supplemental type cer-
tificates (STCs), are now hoping 
that there would be the choice to 
purchase unblended fuel.

Currently for states (Montana, Idaho, 
Missouri) that have already adopted the 
blended fuel are trying to allow wavers 
or made concessions. That would 
allow people to have waivers to 
purchase the unblended fuel or have 
unblended fuel available along with 
the blended fuel.

Eurocopter announced on June 29 
its first true military contract with 
the U.S. Army by winning the bid 
for production of some 322 UH-
145s in the Light Utility Helicopter 
(LUH) category. Though the com-
pany has been a considerable 
supplier to the U.S. government 
for the past 20 years, this was the 
first time such a major contract has 
been signed, which has  estimated 
cost of $2 billion.

Starting in November, 
Eurocopter is to begin delivering 
helicopters to the U.S. Army as 
well as simultaneously expanding 
their American facility and increa 

ing staff to accommodate the new 
production workload.

Eurocopter is the United 
Kingdom’s leading supplier 
of law enforcement related 
helicopters, making up 71 
percent of total helicopters 
used.  Countries such as China, 
Australia, Korea, Russia, Japan, 
Algeria, Germany, Switzerland, 
Spain, Croatia and Albania all 
have purchased helicopters 
in the past or have current 
contracts, making Eurocopter 
a company universally respect-
ed in the field of helicopter 
development and production.

Some of the most popular 
models Eurocopter sells include 
the EC120, the NH90, the 
Panther, Cougar, and Tiger series, 
and the EC145.

Eurocopter is wholly owned by 
EADS, or the European Aeronautic, 
Defense and Space Company, 
which has broken Eurocopter into 
three entities: Eurocopter, the main 
‘parent’ company, Eurocopter 
Deutschland, based in Germany, 
and Eurocopter Espaňa, based in 
Spain. Their plants are located 
in Madrid in Spain, Dounaworth, 
Kassel, and Ottobrunn in 
Germany, and La Courneuve and 
Marignane in France.

World’s first ‘successful’ Ornithopter flight
Joseph Poznanski
Guest Reporter

AirVenture 2006 in Oshkosh, 
Wis. began on July 24 and runs for 
the week until July 30. It’s the big-
gest air show of the year and spouts 
about 2,500 show aircraft alone. For 
the one week that Oshkosh occurs 
the Class D airspace becomes the 
busiest airport in the world, land-
ing and departing more aircraft 
than the usual busiest airport, 
Chicago O’Hare International. 

Sponsored every year by the 
Experimental Aviation Association, 
this is the 53 year that the fly in has 
occurred. Starting in Milwaukee, 
Wis. and then moving to Rockford, 
Ill., they ended up in Oshkosh, Wis. 
in 1969. The show has been held 
there ever since and continues to 
grow every year. Every year more 
than 750,000 aviation enthusiasts 
show up to see the planes, browse 
the convention center, and watch 
the world famous air show. 

“If you look at the lineup of 
air show performers who have 

flown at AirVenture through the 
years, it is a list of the very best 
aerobatic pilots in the world over 
the past three decades,” said Tom 
Poberezny, EAA President and 
AirVenture Chairman.

Starting with the Liberty 
Parachute Team, the airshow 
progresses every day into other 
pilots including the AeroShell 
Team with their T-6s, Dave
 and Tony Kazian who are world 
famous wingwalkers, Sean Tucker 
in his bright red Extra, and others. 
The most famous is Patty Wagstaff, 
who is considered to be if not only 
the best, but the most infamous 
aerobatic pilot in the world. 

 The event attracts so many 
people that the Federal Aviation 
Administration is forced to 
re-write the rules for arrival 
procedures into Oshkosh. The 
32 page NOTAM outlines the 
regulation changes. General 
aviation aircraft fly in, land, and 
then park next to the runway in the 
North 40 camping grounds with 
thousands of other aircraft. They 
pitch a tent under their wing then 

head into the show.
AeroShell square is a cen-

tral location to Oshkosh and 
holds the aircraft you usually 
only see on TV or in the books. 
This year the square is sched-
uled to hold the HondaJet, C17 
Globemaster III, ‘Duggy’ the DC-
3, Lockheed Super Constellation, 
Ford Tri-Motor, and dozens 
of other famous aircraft from 
around the world. 

The show also includes a flymart 
for those who want to buy airplane 
related items or anything else you 
could be looking for. The conven-
tion center brings in hundreds of 
companies from around the world. 
Anything that is airplane related 
can be found at Oshkosh. 

Any pilots at some point in their 
career should take the pilgrim-
age to Oshkosh at least once to 
experience the planes, people, and 
excitement in the air. It’s a one of 
a kind event that no other airshow 
has ever come close to recreating. 
Pack your bags, load the plane, 
and take off to see the world’s 
greatest aviation celebration. 

World gets ready for famous Oshkosh air show
Spencer Conklin
Staff Reporter

Tommy Chen
Aeronautica Editor

Joseph Poznanski
Guest Reporter

AOPA looking for exemption on fuel First shipment 
of Eurocopters 
for US Army

FOR THE FIRST TIME in history an ornithopter successfully fl ew and sustained powered fl ight for a third of a kilometer and 14 seconds. The jet powered “Flapper” achieved fl ight 
by fl apping its wings similiar to birds.

Last week at England’s 
Farnborough International Airshow 
Boeing’s biggest rival, Airbus, 
announced plans for a new airplane, 
the Airbus A-350XWB. The XWB, 
which stands for Extra Wide Body, 
is intended to be Airbus’ response
to Boeing’s B-777ER and the recently 
announced B-787 Dreamliner 
as Airbus is trying to simultane-
ously compete with two families 
of Boeing aircraft. Airbus execu-
tives say they will not consider 
whether or not to go ahead with the 
project until Fall 2006.

The original A-350, based on 
Airbus’ very successful A-330, was set 
to compete directly with Boeing’s B-
787, but was very unsuccessful as the 
Dreamliner was wider, faster and more 
fuel-efficient. Furthermore, the A-350 

earned only a quarter of the profit 
garnered by the B-787. According 
to Airbus, the new A-350, built from 
scratch, will be six percent more fuel 
efficient than the Dreamliner. 

In the first six months of this 
year, Boeing outsold Airbus 
10-1 for aircraft in the 777-sized 
category. Airbus hopes that their new 
plan, if they decide to go along with 

it, will pull sales away from B-777. 
The A-350 will be smaller than the 
B-777 and larger than the Dreamliner. 
According to a press release, 
Boeing’s Vice President Mike Bair, 
who heads the 787 program, said, 
“…trying to shrink and stretch the 
aircraft to compete with two families 
of Boeing planes will involve compro-
mises that will make the A350XWB 

less-than-ideally suited to compete.” 
The downside of the new 

XWB lies with the costs of creat-
ing a new airplane from scratch; 
an airplane that had been in the 
works. The development expenses 
for the A-350 will be around $10 bil-
lion and would not be released until 
2012, roughly four years later than the 
release of the Dreamliner. 

Joshua Brown
Staff Reporter

New longer and thinner model A350

OSHKOSH, WISCONSON READYS TO pack its fi eld with airplanes sitting inches from each other. For a 
week long air show from July 24 to July 30.
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World’s leading 
supplier is 
contracted 
for over 300 
helicopters



Bigelow Aerospace is riding 
high on their idea and hope for 
orbiting an inflatable space sta-
tion. A Russian rocket success-
fully lofted their first module into 
orbit July 12, which then inflated as 
planned soon after.

Known as Genesis-1, the solar-
powered eight-foot module (fully 
inflated) is a prototype for what 
Bigelow hopes to be one of many 
conjoined to form an on-orbit 
space complex open to paying 
customers in the future. They 
hope to have a fully functioning 
space station by 2015.

Having had what appears to be 
a compelte success on the first 
try so far now makes the private 
company the favorite for form-
ing the first private space 
station down the road.

The idea for an inflatable living 
module was born at NASA, which 
intended to have such a module 

as part of the International Space 
Station originally. Known as the 
TransHab Module, NASA scrapped 
the idea and sold the concept, which 
was picked up by newly-formed 
Bigelow Aerospace in 1999.

Work is already underway 
for Bigelow to launch its sec-
ond module, Genesis-2, before 
the end of 2006. Bigelow then 
hopes to launch a much larger, 
full-size prototype next year.

Also onboard Genesis-1 is a 
NASA experiment, known as the 
GeneBox. The tiny laboratory is 
experimenting with genetic activity 
and proteins in microgravity. 

Bigelow has so far invested 
about $75 million on their proj-
ect, with much more needed over 
the next ten years before they 
have an operating space station 
in place. Estimates suggest the 
company will need a half-billion 
dollars to complete the plan.

Several hundred photos by 
Genesis 1’s 13 onboard cameras 
have been downloaded so far, show-
ing the module is in good health.

After 12 days 18 hours and 37 
minutes in space, the space shuttle 
Discovery landed flawlessly at 
the Kennedy Space Center’s 
Shuttle Landing Facility on July 
17.  During their nearly two week 
journey, Discovery astronauts 
traveled an estimated five mil-
lion miles in orbit and completed 
all of their mission objectives. 
Attention now shifts to the launch of 
Atlantis in just over four weeks, and 
the resumption of construction of 
the International Space Station for 
the first time in four years.

STS 121 succeeded in testing 
various shuttle safety improve-
ments, repairing a rail car on the 
International Space Station, and 
producing outstanding high resolu-
tion images and video of the orbiter 
during its Fourth of July launch.

The crew awoke at 1:08 a.m. EDT 
to “The Astronaut” by Something 
Corporate as Commander Steve 
Lindsey made final preparations 
for Discovery’s deorbit burn.  
After some initial uncertainty as to 
whether a landing at Cape Canaveral 
was viable due to early morning 
thunderstorms, flight controllers 
gave Discovery permission to 
execute their deorbit burn at 8:
07a.m. EDT which would lower 
their velocity to allow for reentry 
into the Earth’s atmosphere.  

Discovery’s landing track took 
them over the Pacific Ocean, mak-
ing landfall over Guatemala, con-
tinuing through Mexico towards 
Southwest Florida.   Residents over 
central and south Florida awoke 
to the jarring double-sonic booms 
created by the supersonic descent 
speed of the orbiter as it passed 
over the state headed for an on-time 
touchdown at 9:14 a.m. EDT.  

A minute later, Commander Steve 
Lindsey gave the “wheels stop” 
announcement and the mission 
of STS 121 came to a close.

After landing and closeout, the 

crew of Discovery did a walk 
around of the orbiter for a post-
flight inspection. “I have been on 
four flights, and this is the clean-
est vehicle I have ever seen,” said 
Lindsey. “We had two major objec-
tives and we accomplished both of 
them, and we are ready to assemble 
the [International] Space Station.”

Lindsey referred to the next 
shuttle flight, which could launch 
as early as August 27. The Shuttle 
Atlantis and the seven-member crew 
of STS-115 will carry the second 
set of enormous solar arrays to be 
attached to the station; the first has 
been in place since 2000. It will 
be the first new piece added to the 
orbiting outpost since late 2002. 

  NASA engineers and space flight 
directors were more than pleased 
with the substantial aerodynamic 
changes that STS-121 tested dealing 
with the protuberance air load ramps 
on the external fuel tank.  These 
ramps were ultimately removed 
after a significant amount of foam 
loss was predicted by engineers.

In terms of optical improvements 
to range cameras and shuttle obser-
vation, STS 121 was the most pho-
tographed space shuttle flight in the 
history of the program.  Over 100 
high definition digital video as well 
as film cameras were used to track 
every step of the mission, most nota-
bly Discovery’s ascent into orbit.  
The films were used in analysis for 
determining whether Discovery sus-
tained any sufficient damage during 
launch from pieces of foam being 
ejected from the external fuel tank.  

Discovery’s most important objec-
tive was to supply the International 
Space Station with much needed 
necessities as well as an extra crew 
member.  More than 28,000 pounds 
of cargo were delivered to the sta-
tion in addition to European Space 
Agency astronaut Thomas Reiter.  
Combined with Russian astronaut 
Pavel Vinogradov and American 
astronaut Jeff Williams the crew of 
the International Space Station now 
has a crew of three members for 
the first time since May 2003.  

Continuing with the return to 
flight program, Discovery astro-
nauts also tested various techniques 
on repairing the orbiter should 
the need arise due to foam strik-
ing the underside of the shuttle.  
Using the shuttle’s 50 foot robotic 
arm, astronauts experimented with 
various techniques on repairing the 
reinforced carbon-carbon segments 

that protect the nose cone and 
leading edge of the wings.  

President George W. Bush 
congratulated the astronauts on a 
successful mission and thanked 
them for their work in further-
ing America’s “Vision for Space 
Exploration”.  This vision sets the 
framework for NASA to return 
human beings to the moon and then 

venture to Mars.  Discovery’s suc-
cessful mission has set the stage 
for finishing the construction of the 
International Space Station.

Atlantis’ August 27 date is the 
earliest opening of a daylight-pro-
viding window that closes Sept 14, 
though that window has 
shrunk to Sept 7 to allow a 
Russian Soyuz rocket to 

ferry the next ISS crew, E
xpedition 14, to the station. 

If Atlantis launches foam 
free, the daylight restriction on 
launch and ET separation over 
the north Atlantic may be lifted. 
As of now, the Shuttle flight 
to follow Atlantis, STS-116, is 
a night launch scheduled for 
6:52 p.m. on December 14.
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Alec Bishop
Staff Reporter

With Discovery home, focus turns to Atlantis

Inflatable Bigelow module safely on orbit Upcoming Cape launches

NET August 20
Delta 2

NASA’s STEREO
twin sun-studying craft

Launch time: 3:52 p.m. EDT
15 min. window

NET August 27
Space Shuttle Atlantis
STS-115 / ISS flight

Second set ISS solar arrays
Launch time: 4:30 p.m. EDT

+/- 5 min. window

September 14
Delta 2

Next GPS satellite
Launch time: TBD

November 2
Atlas 5

STP-1/Orbital Express
USAF satellites

Launch time: evening EST

November 27
Delta 2

NASA’s THEMIS
Five Earth-studying craft

Launch time: early morning EST

NET December 14
Space Shuttle Discovery

STS-116 / ISS flight
Third ISS port truss segment
Launch time: 6:52 p.m. EST

+/- 5 min. window

EDITED  BY BEN COOPER

Delta 2, Shuttle Atlantis up next
The next launch from Cape Canaveral could happen as early as 

August 20, as a Delta 2 rocket is readying to launch the twin STEREO 
sun-monitoring spacecraft for NASA. Meanwhile, Atlantis is 
looking at August 27 for its first flight in four years.

Ben Cooper
Space Technology Editor

PHOTO AND GRAPHIC COURTESY SPACEFLIGHT.NASA.GOV

THE INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION as photographed after Discovery undocked from the outpost July 15. The graphic at the bottom left 
shows how the station will appear following the STS-115 fl ight, due to launch August 27. The second solar array set nearly doubles its size.

PHOTO COURTESY GRIN.HQ.NASA.GOV

ON JULY 20 1976, a human-made robot named Viking 1 made the fi rst successful landing on Mars. The raw image above is the very fi rst image sent back by the nuclear-powered lander, as downloaded on 
landing day. Thirty years later, Viking 1 and 2 remain the fi rst two of just fi ve successful Mars landings. It took 20 years before Mars Pathfi nder and its little Sojourner rover revisited the planet on the fourth of July, 
1996, and today, Mars Exploration Rovers Spirit and Opportunity, the fourth and fi fth landers, continue to explore the Martian surface. Still going strong, they are each nearing 1000 days on the Red Planet.

Flashback: 30 Years on Mars

PHOTO COURTESY BIGELOWAEROSPACE.COM

THE EIGHT-FOOT INFLATABLE MODULE known as Genesis-1 
is seen in this on-orbit digital still image after its successful 
launch and deployment July 12.
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The Riddle of Life
By Jonathan Mettin

Epic Battles of Our Generation.

E
asy

H
ard

M
edium

M
edium

S u d o k u

Across
1. “They’re magically delicious.”  
4. The breakfast of champions.  
6. “Give me that peanut butter crunch!” 
7. 100% whole grain  
8. Kid tested, mother approved. 
10. “Bring out the Tiger in you.”  
13. The Original & Best.  
15. Even Mikey likes them. 
17. “The one and Only ____”  
18. “I vant to eat your cereal.”  
20. “_____ are for kids.” 
21. “Fills you up not out.”  
22. “Little cookies you can’t resist  
23. “Can’t get enough of that ____  ____.”  
25. “You can go cuckoo too!  
26. “Corn on one side, rice on the other.” 
27. Lightly sweetened wheat, soy & rice 
flakes  

Down
2. “Perfect combination of corn, rice & 
wheat.”  

3. “Crunchy, sweetened muli-grain cereal 
with apple and cinnamon.”  

5. “I Dig’em.”  
9. Snap, Crackle, Pop.  
11. “Follow your nose... where ever it goes.”  
12. “How do they cram all that Graham?”  
14. Fred Flintstone  
16. “Two Scoops.”  
17. (snap, crackle, pop) + Chocolate = ____
19. The mascot is Crazy Craving  
24. “Gotta have my ____.”  

by Wes Oleszewski

YO U R  B R E A K F A S T  C E R E A L

Houston Astros
Atlanta Braves
Milwaukee Brewers
St. Louis Cardinals
Chicago Cubs
Arizona Diamondbacks
Los Angeles Dodgers
San Francisco Giants
Florida Marlins
New York Mets
Washington Nationals
San Diego Padres
Philadelphia Phillies
Pittsburgh Pirates
Cincinnati Reds
Colorado Rockies
Los Angeles Angels
Oakland Athletics
Toronto Blue Jays
Tampa Bay Devil Rays
Cleveland Indians
Seattle Mariners
Baltimore Orioles
Texas Rangers
Boston Red Sox
Kansas City Royals
Detroit Tigers
Minnesota Twins
Chicago White Sox
New York Yankees

WORD SEARCH
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Advertisement

HOUSING /
ROOMMATES

CARS/BIKES

Furnished Room for Rent
Furnished bedroom with king 

size bed located in an ERAU 
neighborhood at Townhouse North. 
Located on the corner of Clyde 
Morris and Big Tree Rd. Very 
clean and comfortable. Beautiful 
backyard and den. Six minutes from 
ERAU. For more info contact Mrs. 

Short at 767-2300.

HOUSING /
ROOMMATES

HOUSING /
ROOMMATES

MISCELLANEOUS

Beachside Home/Apartment
One and two bedroom homes 
available beachside just ten min-
utes to campus. New tiles, large 
rooms, walk-in closet, furnished/
non-furnished, great location 
nice neighborhood. Call Dawn

(386) 405-2540.

SERVICES OFFERED

1995 Mitsubishi Diamante LS
4Dr./6Cyl. Automatic, All Power, 
All Records, Alloys, Leather, Cruise 
Control, New Transmission, 183K.

$2500. (386) 615-7676.

SUBMIT YOUR 

CLASSIFIEDS ONLINE 

TODAY

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

VISIT

AVIONNEWSPAPER.COM

Save Money on Housing
Share your costs and control your 
living experience while at ERAU.  
Buy a house or condo!  Capture 
appreciation dollars and tax deduc-
tions to make $money$ for yourself 
and your parents.  Call Darlene 
Mazur, an Embry-Riddle Mom and 
Daytona area real estate agent at 
Prudential Transact for all the de-

tails. (386) 788-2563.

Rooms to Rent
PORT ORANGE - 5 miles from 
Embry-Riddle, right off Clyde Mor-
ris. Nice neighborhood. 2 rooms 
available Aug.1. 550mo./400mo.  
Both includes util. Full house privi-
leges. Inground pool. Washer/dryer. 
Non-smoker. Call (412) 853-4122.

Indigo Pines - Furnished
Beautifully furnished, 2nd fl oor 
unit, hardwood fl oors, carpet and 
tile, pool & amenities. Move in 
ready. 4 miles to ERAU off Wil-
liamson. Call soon to see the unit. 
$1000 mo. includes water, cable & 
electric. You pay own phone and 
internet. Call ASAP 386-274-2151 
or 802-734-2220 for appt. Move-
in date negotiable.. 9 or 12 month 
lease acceptable. No smoking or 

pets, references required.

Oceanfront Studio Condo
Daytona Beach. Spectacular surf/
sand views from brand new corner 
unit, 11th fl oor studio. Generous 
private balcony. Professionally 
furnished. King pillow-top bed. In-
cludes utilities and wireless inter-
net. Fitness room, sauna, 4 pools, 
tiki bar, miniature golf, and more 
amenities of resort living. Across 
the street from grocery, dining, 
Starbucks, etc. Two mile walk/bike 
down the beach to cineplex. Cov-
ered parking. Suitable for two. 
$1800. Call Laura 760-518-9309 or 

e-mail charliestwin@yahoo.com.

Need Room Starting August
I need a room with private bath-
room on a monthly basis starting 
in August. I am a graduate student 
and have a part time job. Please call 
me at 386-383-0011 or e-mail me at 

balasubk@erau.edu.

Bridesmaid Dresses
Royal Blue Maid of Honor or 
Bridesmaid Dresses. Worn only 
once for Wedding. Will sacrifi ce 
for $75.00 each. PH: 615-1200 or 

451-1916.

Share Nice, Large Apartment
Located at Dunlawton Ave. & 
Halifax Drive in Port Orange. 
Now or fall semester. For U.S. 
male, undergraduate, non-smoker. 
Recommended by former ERAU 
students who have been past ten-
ants. LOW RENT includes large, 
furnished private bedroom, internet 
& all utilities. Discuss apt. with Jay 
(retired teacher) in college dining 
room. CALL 386 322-1899. Leave 

message telling about yourself.

Roommate Wanted
Well-furnished room in a modern 
poolhouse. 15 min. drive from cam-
pus. Close to shopping. Kitchen and 
laundry priviledge included. Cable 
internet. Non-smoker. $525 month-
ly, $250 deposit. Utilities included. 
Available after July 15th. Call (386) 

760-1902. Leave a message.

Townhouse for Rent
Freshly painted, single level, 
end unit with split fl oorplan, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath plus bonus room 
in between that could be used as 
an offi ce, home gym, guestroom, 
etc. available now.  Unit has all 
major appliances to include full size 
washer/dryer, two parking stalls 
and in-ground hot tub in backyard.  
Located less than 3 miles south of 
ERAU on Clyde Morris, $1300 
month (includes water).  Perfect for 
roommates.  No smoking or pets.  

Call 386-671-1053.

1977 Chevy G-30 Step Van
Great for beach vendors - old bread 
truck. 350 4 bolt main, 300 hp. 
Automatic, Runs and drives good. 
$1200.00 OBO. 407-346-5936 or 

407-935-0055.

Female Roommate Wanted
One room available in a 2 bedroom 
- 2 bath apartment with a lovely 
view located on the Intracoastal. 
Rent is $350/month plus half the 
electric (which is about $40 apiece). 
If you are clean, considerate, non-
smoking, and without a pet, this is 
a thoroughly unique fi nd. Graduate 
student preferred. Call 386-453-

1903.

EMPLOYMENT

Line Service Agent Needed
Cloud Dancer Aviation is hiring full/
part time line service agents to fuel 
aircraft and perform basic hangar 
maintenance. Resumé is required, 
call ahead for interview. Wage: 
To be determined. Contact: David 

Alber/Josh Hart. 386-238-7270.

Newly Rennovated Condos
Studio, 1 or 2 bedrooms available 
for rent with all new appliances, 
screen enclosures, vaulted ceilings.  
Riverview units available!  Condo 
amenities include: riverview pool 
& jacuzzi, fi tness center, car wash 
station, clubhouse.  Located near 
Beach Street and beaches.  Starting 
at $650/month! aAction Prop. Mgt.-
Lic. R.E. Broker 386-437-0005 or 

866-220-1146.
www.DaytonaBeachRental.net

Townhome for Sale
Beautifully remodeled 3bed/2bath 
split level townhome in highly 
desirable part of South Daytona for 
sale by owner.  New carpet upstairs, 
tile downstairs, new A/C, granite 
kitchen countertop, new maple 
cabinets, security system, and much 
more. Asking $185,000. Call for 

viewing. 386-299-1070.

Bed for Sale
Queen Size Sleigh bed in metal/
gold.  Headboard and Footboard  
$195.00 – Call Kathy -  days 386-
226-6108; evenings 386-314-9243.

Port Orange Townhome
Close to ERAU, close to BEACH! 
Immaculate 2 Master Bedrooms, 2.5 
Baths in Port Orange. Description: 
Upstairs features 2 large Master 
Bedrooms each with Cathedral 
Ceilings, 2 full baths, and walk-in 
closets. Downstairs features Large 
Living Room with Fireplace and 
French doors leading to private 
fenced in yard. Kitchen with all 
appliances, and Dining room. 
Also Includes Washer & Dryer. 
Entry foyer with 1/2 bath. $1,700. 
Please Contact: 845-853-5513 or 

Magg6@aol.com.

Room for Rent in Private Home
Fully furnished room, private bath,  
& large living room. Seperate en-
trance & private driveway parking, 
in beautiful Ormond Beach - steps 
from Granada Bridge (U.S. 40). 
Walk to beach, river, stores, res-
taurants - must see to appreciate. 
Central air/heat - utilities included. 
Share a nice kitchen! No pets - no 
smokers! All students/faculty wel-
comed! Lease optional. $450/mo + 
$450 deposit. Call 386-295-3577.

Rooms for Rent
Historical home on the river. 
Rooms for rent - full privilges. 
Foreign students or faculty 
welcome. Available August 4, 2006. 
Beachside, nice area - close to 

ERAU. Call 386-846-9386.

Fully Furnished Condo
2bed/2bath. $1,200 per month 
includes cable and water up to 
4000 gallons. Deposit last months 
rent, washer/dryer included, close 
to school, shopping, movies etc.  
First fl oor, internet access, 24-hour 
security, alarm system, pool, exer-
cise room, clubhouse with billards 
room and plasma TV, can be shared. 

Call Margie @ 770-360-5888.

1 1/2 Miles from ERAU
2 or 3 bedrooms, with offi ce or 
study.  New kitchen, Laundryroom 
with washer and dryer, fenced yard, 
private deck w/hot tub.  1 mile N. of 
Halifax hospital.  Satellite TV and 
all utilities included.  $1300 per mo.  

Call Ron at 386-235-2700.

Furnished Townhome on River
Daytona Beach, FL. 6 month 
lease/month by month Rental: 
2BR Townhouse directly on ICW 
(Halifax River). Pvt fi shing dock. 
Beautiful view. Fully furnished in-
cld linens, dishes, cookware. Walk 
to shops, cafes and ocean 4 blocks. 
Maid service available. No Pets or 
Smokers/$1500/mo For details: 
scurran@cerner.com or Phone:

386-238-5199.

Bed & Breakfast-Style Housing
Beautiful bed & breakfast-style 
home available near breezy daytona 
beach.  Located near ERAU’s crew 
team boathouse.  Walk to the beach, 
marina and other local convenienc-
es.  Huge deck.  Washer and dryer 
use.  Only $550 per month includes 
all utilities.  References requested.  
Please call (386) 255-8232 or

1 (800) 525-9396.

Room for Rent - Female Only
Nova Rd. and Flomich. Micro-
wave and refrigerator in room. 
Very clean, cable, private hook-
up for phone. $440 per month, 
utilities included. Deposit required.

Call (386) 673-6837.

Oceanfront Condo for Rent
1 bedroom, 1 bath oceanfront 
condo for rent. Secured building, 
underground parking, pool, fi tness 
room, 11th fl oor, completely fur-
nished, spectacular views.  No pets, 
No smoking, maximum occupancy 
2 people.  Looking for mature, 
responsible tennant.  1250/month 
with yearly lease, or 1500/month 
with minimum of 4 month’s rental.  
Includes water and cable.  Contact 
David Williams at 404-281-0758 

for more information.

Twin Bed Set for Sale
Serta Sunnyside Twin Mattress, 
Boxspring, and Frame for sale. 
Moving August 1st so it will be 
available then. Whole set less about 
1 year old. Asking $150. Whole set 
cost around $400. Please call Will at 

718-514-4914.

Fully Furnished 2 Bedrm Condo
2br. 2 bath fi rst fl oor gated com-
munity. Rent: $1200.00 month 
(can be shared) includes cable, 
water (up to 4000 gallons) and 
alarm system. Deposit: Last months 
rent, Close to school, 3 miles from 
Daytona Beach, walking distance 
to supermarkets, movie theatres, 
etc. Call: Margie 770-360-5888 or

770-365-3856.

South Daytona Condo for Rent
2 Bedroom 1.5 Bath totally reno-
vated condo for rent washer and 
dryer in unit. $950 per month. for 
information call Anthony 386-566-

2811 or BJ 386-589-8199.

2005 Yamaha Scooter
125CC, 3 year warranty, 70 miles-
per-gallon. $2,300 or best offer. 

(386) 689-1695.

Student Needs a Place to Stay
Hi this is Afsheen, I need a place 
to stay (with girls please). I am a 
girl from India, clean, no pets, and 
I don’t smoke. I would prefer a pri-
vate bathroom. Please contact me 
asap at afsheen412@yahoo.com, 
I arrive at ERAU by the 18th of 

August.

2001 Isuzu Rodeo LS
Auto, A/C, CD, 6V, Blue, 80,000 
mi., $7400/Offer. (386) 334-7779.

Own Instead of Rent for $972/mo
We have 2bdrm/2bath townhomes 
available w/granite counters, new 
cabinets, new tile and carpet in 
a great community less than a 8 
minute drive to ERAU. Prices start 
at $149,900 and are over 1400 sq ft 
living area. Monthly dues start at 
$55/month and include use of com-
munity pool. Call Brian at 386-334-
4643 at Coldwell Banker. *Based 
on 100% fi nancing at 6.75% APR 

for 30 years.

Condo to Share Near ERAU
Looking to share condo with one 
other student preferably from 
ERAU.  Lease is from Aug 20th 
through same time in May.Only 3.5 
mile from school - ALL Utilities in-
cluded.  You would have your own 
bedroom and private bath.  $500/mo 
plus same for security deposit. Con-

tact Nick - 941.228.2399

HOUSING /
ROOMMATES
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Three Days Grace follows up their 
self-titled debut album with One-X, a 
12-track sophomore effort that doesn’t 

show any marked improvement over 
its predecessor but doesn’t show any 
major signs of weakness either.

Three Days Grace was an incredibly 
angry album. One-X isn’t as angry, but 
is still a far cry from bunnies and sugar 
cookies. While the typical follow-up 
to an anger or I-hate-life album offers 
a light at the end of the tunnel (see 
Linkin Park’s Meteora, for example), 
Three Days Grace prefers to wallow 
in their misery. Perfect examples are 
the songs “Pain,” where they say 
how they prefer to live in pain rather 
than feel nothing, and “Riot,” which 
encourages anyone who has anything 
to complain about to start break-
ing things. Don’t get me wrong, the 
songs aren’t bad, but they don’t have 
the punch of the first album, which 
had songs that directed their anger 
at something concrete, like “(I Hate) 
Everything About You.”

Anger aside, One-X is a somewhat 
solid album that has some really good 
tracks. The best track on the album is 
the single “Animal I Have Become,” 
but other tracks also stand out, most 
notably “Get Out Alive” and “Over 
and Over.” The biggest setback of 
the album is that the listener never 
gets in a groove, with the tracks 
alternating from hard and heavy to 
misery ballads constantly.

The album doesn’t start off par-
ticularly strong, which will turn 

some listeners off. “It’s All Over” is 
a decent opening track, but it needs 
a high-energy follow-up, which the 
woe-is-me “Pain” doesn’t deliver. 

It’s a little over three minutes long, 
but moves so slowly the casual listen-
er will think they’ve been hearing it 
for six or seven. For those who stick it 
out, the album rewards them with the 
awesome “Animal I Have Become.” 
It slows down a bit for a few 
tracks before reclaiming the energy 
with the final few songs.

One-X is a decent second album 
from a band that is incredible on their 
first album and on stage. Fans of the 
band will want to pick it up, but the 
casual listener would be better served 
getting their first album. 

One-X has a half-dozen good songs 
on it, but the other six fade into the 
background pretty quickly.

TDG’s One-X released

Three Days Grace:
One-X

Jonathan Mettin
News Editor

It’s ok to break up with your 
girlfriend as long as your girl-
friend doesn’t happen to have 
super powers. Uma Thurman 
plays Jenny Johnson, an art gal-
lery dealer waho happens to 
have secret super powers and is 
known across town as G-Girl. 

Matt Saunders, an architect, 
played by Luke Johnson, meets 
Jenny on a subway one day and 
saves the day by catching a crimi-
nal who tries to steal her purse. 

This leads to a whirlwind rela-
tionship that Matt questions from 
the start if it’s a right move. 

Jenny turns out to be a paranoid, 
obsessive and controlling girl-
friend who watches Matt’s every 
move and suspects him of not 
caring for her constantly. Things 
intensify when Matt is nearly 
killed by G-Girl’s arch enemy, 
Professor Bedlam who is played 
by Eddie Izzard. 

Jenny is forced to reveal her 

secret identity to Matt who is 
stunned. They continue dat-
ing for some time until Matt 
finally has to admit that Jenny 
isn’t the right girl for him. 

He breaks up with her which 
she doesn’t take well. Determined 
to make his life miserable, she 
goes through every way pos-
sible to make his life miser-
able messing with every aspect 
of his life. The hilarity of what 
she does will keep you laughing 
throughout the movie. 

Meanwhile, Matt is secretly in 
love with his assistant, Hannah 
Lewis who is played by Anna Faris. 
She is dragged into the middle of 
the breakup and her world falls 
apart. There are several other great 
characters in the movie, including 
Rainn Wilson who plays Matt’s 
best friend and Wanda Sykes, the 
manager at the architect firm who 
is out to get Matt at every turn on 
a sexual harassment charge. 

The movie is absolutely hilarious 
throughout. The banter between 
the characters will make you fall 
out of your seat. It’s a fast paced 

movie and at only 95 minutes it’s 
not a long one, but every minute 
was well written. You won’t regret 
seeing this movie. 

TDG’s anger 
trend lives on 
with One-X

Spencer Conklin
Staff Reporter

“Super Ex-Girlfriend” 
produces super laughs

My Super 
Ex-Girlfriend

PHOTO COURTEST WWW.THREEDAYSGRACE.COM

PHOTO COURTESY WWW.IMDB.COM

 WWW.THREEDAYSGRACE.COM
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Get your K. Clarkson fix at the Addicted Tour

It probably would sound a lot 
better if I said it was my girlfriend 
forced me to go or that I had to drive 
my little sisters there. It can’t be good 
for a college guy’s reputation to say 
he wanted to go see Kelly Clarkson 
in concert. The truth is, it was my 
idea, and you know what? It was 
awesome, and I would go again.

The original American Idol has hit 
the road on her Addicted Tour 2006 
following the continued success 
of her second album, Breakaway, 
which hit stores in late 2004 and 
continues to churn out the singles. 
So far, the album has spent 84 weeks 
in Billboard’s top 100, currently sit-
ting at no. 47 with over six million 
copies sold. While playing many 
of her familiar hits, Clarkson also 
brought out several covers, and even 
gave fans a sneak peek at some of 
the songs that will appear on her 
as-yet-untitled third album, which 
is due out early next year.

The L.A.-based band Rooney is 
opening on the Addicted Tour. A mix 
of Bowling for Soup’s sound and the 
lyrics of Fall Out Boy, the five-man 
band has a decent stage presence and 
has some good tunes during their 
half-hour set, including “Paralyzed” 
and “I Don’t Think So.”

Clarkson kicks off her set with 
the title track of the tour, opening 
with a violin intro before the band 
hits the power chords of “Addicted” 
and Clarkson lets her voice carry 

the song through to the next song, 
“Behind These Hazel Eyes,” with no 
perceptible break in rhythm. After a 
slight pause, Clarkson launched into 
“Maybe,” a high-energy rock song 
that will appear on the new album.

Contrary to what many people 
might expect from the show, there’s 
no choreographed dancing, no elabo-
rate stage theatrics and no costumes 
that have become the norm at some 
popular concerts. The dancing is lim-
ited to Clarkson and her band wing-
ing the occasional move, the stage 
consisted of a curtain and eight small 
monitors, and Clarkson performed in 
jeans and a t-shirt. There’s nothing 
to distract you from the music, and 
it speaks volumes about Clarkson’s 
vocal talent – her voice and her stage 
presence carried that show.

The concert stopped one guitar solo 
short of a Monsters of Rock show as 
Clarkson tore through a rocked-out 
version of “Gone” and “Any More,” 
another new song that features an 
absolutely sick bass line and a vocal 
performance that rivaled some of the 
best female rock vocalists – ever. It’s 
that good; let’s just hope that the stu-
dio version is as good.

After a break where Clarkson 
told the audience to expect her third 
album to be a mix of blues and rock, 
she did a half-hour acoustic set, 
including soulful versions of her hits 
“Because of You” and “Thankful” as 
well as a cover of Ray LaMontagne’s 
“Shelter,” among others.

She kicked the concert back into 
high gear with a power set that 
started off with “Miss Independent,” 

off of her first album. After keeping 
the energy going for a few songs, she 
turned it down a notch for “Beautiful 
Disaster,” using its closing notes to 
launch into “Hear Me” before con-
tinuing into the new tune “Yeah” and 
the teen anthem “Walk Away.”

Clarkson came out into the 
crowd for an acoustic rendition of 
“Breakaway,” prompting the light-
ers and cell phones to come out 
before she returned to the stage 
to close the concert with “Since 
U Been Gone,” pouring all her 
remaining energy into the song and 
driving the crowd of almost 20,000 
into a bouncing frenzy.

My one complaint about the 
concert was that it was a bit too 
short. Although she covered all but 
one of her singles (the Idol-penned 
“A Moment Like This”) as well as 
numerous covers and new tracks, 
her set lasted just under an hour 
and a half with no encore – a bit 
of a disappointment considering I 
had just heard Bon Jovi do a three-
hour set two nights before with 
a four-song encore. Considering 
Clarkson’s relatively small 
catalog of songs, however, I can 
look past this shortcoming.

The Addicted Tour will greatly 
please all of Clarkson’s fans, as 
well as fans of rock ’n roll and of 
soul. This girl pours her heart and 
soul into her act, and her talent 
makes it a real treat to watch her. 
She’s not currently scheduled to 
come anywhere near Daytona for a 
while, but keep your eyes peeled: she 
is a show worth catching.

M. Night Shyamalan’s latest 
film, “Lady in the Water”, is 
again a tribute to his mastery of 
detail in weaving an unbeliev-
able story in a completely believ-

able setting. However, this may 
be the breaking point for many 
audiences, who have already 
had their imagination muscles 
stretched thin from the fantasy 
elements of his earlier films.

The story is told from the stand-
point of perpetually confounded 
maintenance man/building man-
ager Cleveland Heep (played 
by Paul Giamatti, whose credits 
have been mainly supporting roles 
in such films as Saving Private 
Ryan, Big Momma’s House, 
Planet of the Apes, and Paycheck) 
as he realizes something is amiss: 
issues are beginning to develop 
from the apartment complex’s ill-
kept pool. These issues solidify as 
Bryce Dallas Howard’s character 
of ‘Story’, the supernaturally 
beautiful sea-nymph who resides 
in a cave below the pool. 

A new twist on the old theme 
of mermaids, ‘Story’ is a ‘Narf’, 
a creature whose sole purpose 
in life is to be the Muse for a 
certain individual, in order for 
that individual to accomplish 
something that helps the human 
condition on a global magnitude. 
The catch is that evil, too, has an 
incarnate form: a wolf/grass mix-
ture called a ‘Scrunt’ that feeds 

on ‘Narfs’ as did the Morlocks 
to the Eloi in H.G. Wells “The 
Time Machine.” The mythology 
grows and grows, as the ‘rules’ 
are made clear and the players 
identified. Turns out that all the 
diverse characters presented as 
living in the apartment complex 
all have their roles to play in this 
fairy tale; the challenge is to find 
which ones are which.

This is the clearest theme pre-
sented in the film: “Every being 
has a purpose,” ‘Story’ says. In 
true M. Night Shyamalan style, 
the apartment complex is a world 
unto itself, and its denizens are 
completely reliant upon each 
other as they are drawn into 
this bizarre quest/fairy tale.

The best thing this film has 
going for it is a mixture of the 
occasional tongue-in-cheek humor, 
‘Signs’-like horror sequences, and 
out-and-outright strangeness; 
however, the mythos of Narf-vs-
Scrunt seems too unwieldy and 
childish to make a true thought-
provoker, as in his other films. 

All in all, probably a bet-
ter film to watch as a DVD 
rental during an impromptu 
Shyamalan film marathon, rather 
than an individual feature.

Joseph Poznanski
Guest Reporter

The “Lady in the Water” 
can’t swim in theatres

Lady in the Water

Jonathan Mettin
News Editor
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