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Men’s basketball wins Daytona Mitsubishi
Shootout with win over William Carey

Alison Smalling
ERAU Athletics

The Embry-Riddle men’s
basketball team took home
its fourth straight Daytona
Mitsubishi title with a 85-71
win over NAIA Division |
William Carey (3-1), Saturday
at Embry-Riddle’s ICI Center.
The Eagles, now 5-2 on the
year, were led by tournament
MVP Tyler DeBord and Eric
Lorenzi who tallied 17 points
apiece.

The Eagles got off to a slow
start, turning the ball over four
times in their first six posses-
sions, allowing the Crusaders to
score 14 points off Eagles mis-
cues in the first frame. But the
Eagles regrouped and got their
offense going against a scrappy
William Carey defense.

The first half saw seven ties
and nine lead changes as both
teams shot the ball well from
the field with William Carey
scoring at a 69 percent clip
and the Eagles shooting 50 per-
cent. The difference in scoring
came from the free throw line
where the Eagles were 13 of
17 as opposed to the Crusaders
going 0-2, and from beyond the
arc where the Eagles converted
on five of ten attempts, while
WCU managed only three of
nine three-point tries.

A Julius Banks jumper with
10:51 to go in the half sparked a
7-0 Crusader run, but the Eagles,
led by a pair of long-range shots

from Danny Deaver, erased the
deficit and they outscored the
Crusaders 9-2 over the last 2:07
to take a 50-43 lead into the
half-time break.

In contrast to their start in
the first half, the Eagles opened
the second period by scoring
on each of their first four trips
down the floor to extend the
lead to 12 points. After a layup
by Ray Graham made the score
69-59 in favor of the Blue and
Gold midway through the sec-
ond half, neither team was able
to score over the next three
minutes. All-tournament selec-
tion Anthony Wilcher ended the
scoring drought with a three-
pointer to pull the Crusaders to
within seven with 8:06 left on
the clock.

Seven points is as close as
William Carey would get as the
Eagle offense shot 52.5 percent
from the field while the defense
held the Crusaders to just 28
second-half points to claim the
win.

Lorenzi was also named to
the all-tournament team along
with Denver Cobb who fin-
ished with 16 points and seven
rebounds on the night. Joining
the Embry-Riddle trio and
Wilcher on the all-tournament
roster were Graceland’s Mike
Johnson and Christian Lewis
from Columbia (Mo.).

The Eagles’ next game will
be at 7 p.m. on Tuesday when
they travel to St. Augustine
to take on former conference
rival Flagler.

AARON CRAIG/AVION

THE MEN’S BASKETBALL TEAM celebrates their win over William Carey and their fourth straight Daytona Mitsubishi
Shootout title. The Eagles advanced to 5-2 on the season and will will go to St. Augustine to play Flagler on Tuesday.

Eagles lose to No. 1 Florida Gulf Coast

AARON CRAIG/AVION

NICK SCOTTO MAKES A move on a Florida Gulf Coast University, FGCU, defender
during Friday night's game. The Eagles fought hard to stay with No. 1 FGCU, but
lost 5-4. The Eagles tied up the game in the first period when Wes Rutledge scored
on a penalty shot. FGCU scored early in the second, but George Seel scored the
equalizer on the power play just three minutes later. The Eagles entered the third
down two goals and could not come back. David Armstrong scored on the power play
with 5:18 to go, but the Eagles could not find an equalizer in the remaining minutes.
Embry-Riddle is off until the beginning of the new year when they take on University
of Florida on Friday, Jan. 9 at 10 p.m. at the Arctic Ice Arena.

NAIA tournament
returns to Riddle

Tim Kramer

Photo Editor

The top NAIA women’s soc-
cer teams in the nation will
perform on campus Monday,
Dec. 1 through Saturday Dec.
6, as Embry-Riddle hosts the
25th Annual NAIA women’s
national tournament. This will
be the fourth consecutive year
Embry-Riddle has hosted part
of the national tournament. The
men’s NAIA national tourna-
ment was hosted here in 2005
and 2006 and the women’s
tournament was hosted here
last year. The 31-team bracket
was narrowed down to the top
16 teams last Saturday, includ-
ing the 8-8 Embry-Riddle
Eagles.

The Eagles are unseeded
coming into the tournament
and will play on Tuesday, Dec.
2 at 7 p.m. against 15th-seeded
William Carey (Miss.). ERAU
enters the tournament coming
off a 4-2 loss to Savannah
College of Art and Design in
the regional tournament.

Sophomore Elina Johansson
leads the Eagles with 12 goals
and 25 points. William Carey
comes into the tournament
with a victory over Oklahoma
City advancing their record to
15-3-1.

Lindsey Wilson (Ky.) enters
the tournament as the top seeded
team and is seeking their third
national championship in five
years. Lindsey Wilson defeat-
ed top ranked Lee University
(Tenn.) on Sept. 24 to jump to
the top of the national rank-
ings, and has not looked back.
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Lindsey Wilson slipped by
Siena Heights (Mich.), 1-0, to
enter the top-16 with a record
of 18-1.

Third-seeded Lee University
(21-1) is seeking revenge
after losing to eventual NAIA
national championship winner,
Martin Methodist, last year.
Lee is entering the tournament
after winning the Southern
States Athletic Conference
Championship over No. 12
Berry (Ga.).

Among the other teams in
the tournament are No. 4 Azusa
Pacific, which is making its
11th straight appearance in the
national tournament. Returning
NAIA national champions, No.
6 Martin Methodist, enters the
tournament with a 19-1 record
and could possibly play Lee
University in the second round.
No. 5 Concordiaw (Ore.) and

No. 8 Graceland (lowa) are
the only two teams in the tour-
nament who enter the season
undefeated.

The 16 teams remaining
from ten states and one prov-
ince will make their way down
to Florida for the tournament.
The tournament will start on
Monday, Dec. 1 with No. 1
Lindsey Wilson against 16th-
seeded McKendree (Il11.). The
second round will continue
through the day and will con-
clude on Tuesday, Dec. 2 with
the lady Eagles pitted against
15th-seeded William Carey at
7 p.m.

The championship game is
scheduled for Dec. 6 at 6 p.m.

For a total overview of
the tournament, tickets,
and a bracket, log onto the
NAIA tournament website
at www.naia.org.

at Flagler

Upcoming Sporting
Events
MEN’S BASKETBALL

Tuesday, Nov. 24:
St. Augustine, FL 7 p.m.

Friday-Saturday, Nov. 28-29:
Trip Sports Classic
San Antonio, TX TBA

Thursday, Dec. 4:

at Trinity (FL)
New Port Richey, FL 7 p.m.

WOMEN’S SOCCER

Monday, Dec. 1:
NAIA National Tournament*
Daytona Beach, FL. TBA

WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL

Tuesday, Dec. 2:
NATA National Tournament*
Sioux City, IA TBA

* - FSC Opponents
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Men’s cross country
takes seventh place

Vazquez and
Gehlsen lead
men on trails

NaDean Schroeder
ERAU Athletics

KENOSHA, Wisc. — The
Embry-Riddle Eagles men’s
cross country team repeated
their finish from a year ago at the
NAIA National Championships,
placing seventh, one spot behind
where they were projected to
finish.

The Eagles scored 263 points,
just shy of catching the fifth and
sixth place teams. Malone (Ohio)
captured their second consecu-
tive National Championship
coming in first with a total of 61
points. Rounding out the top-six

in order: Azusa Pacific (118),
Aquinas (Mich.) (194), Southern
Oregon (197), Indiana Tech (245)
and Concordia (Neb.) (249).

Embry-Riddle’s top four
finishers set the bar high for
the team, but cold weather (34
degrees) and top-competition
pace affected the five through
seven slots as the Eagles fell
short of their goal of finishing in
the top five.

“We had a great effort put
forth by our top four runners, as
they performed incredibly well,”
Head Coach Mike Rosolino said.
“We went out hard to try to win
and we just didn’t quite have
enough strength to win today.”

Both Sam Vazquez and Nick
Gehlsen set the pace for the
Eagles runners, both finishing in
25:23 in 33rd and 34th places,
respectively. It was the highest
finishes in program history by
individual Eagles at the NAIA
National Championships. They
were three and four places shy

of finishing as an All-American
(top-30 runners). Russell Snyder
and Stuart Patterson finished
consecutively in 51st and 52nd
places finishing in 25:37 and
25:38. Gehlsen, Snyder and
Patterson all set personal best
times at the meet.

Henry Melius tallied the final
points for the Eagles, finishing
in 183rd place, running the 8K in
26:46. Greg Leonard finished in
252nd in a time of 27:32, while
Laurent Williams rounded out
the Eagles squad finishing 308th
in 29:22.

The Eagles men’s team was
honored on Friday afternoon as
the 2008 NAIA Buffalo Fund
Champions of Character team as
voted on by the coaches in the
NAIA. The team accompanied
this honor with two Daktronics-
NAIA Scholar Athletes in
Gehlsen and Patterson. This was
the second consecutive season
that the duo had been bestowed
the honor.

Women'’s cross country
finish strong at nationals

Salinas leads
team to 23rd
place finish

NaDean Schroeder
ERAU Athletics

KENOSHA, Wisc. — The
Embry-Riddle Eagles wom-
en’s cross country team raced
to a 23rd place team finish
at the 2008 NAIA National
Championships, marking the
best finish in program history.

The Eagles bested their 2007
program best 26th place finish
by three spots, finishing with
567 points. The team finished
seven places behind their pro-
jected finish. The run was high-
lighted by Alex Salinas’ 52nd
place finish, the highest place by

an Eagles woman at the NAIA
National Championships.

“We are very happy for the
finish in the National meet,”
Head Coach Mike Rosolino
said. “We had an amazing sea-
son, although we wished for
a better race, we did what we
could among the obstacles that
we faced today.”

The main obstacle the Eagles
faced was the 35-plus degree
difference in running temper-
atures as the team ran their
first race in sub-freezing tem-
peratures. It was just a mere
30 degrees at the start of the
race, finishing just two degrees
higher when the final runner
crossed the finish line.

“We weren’t aggressive
enough in the first mile,”
Rosolino said. “We ran into too
much traffic after the first mile,
which held some of our runners
back.”

Alex Salinas finished near-
ly forty places better than her

finish in 2007, finishing the
5K in a time of 18:33. Beth
McCubbin followed her as the
second runner to cross the line
for the Eagles in 148th place
overall, running the race in
19:22.

Flo Silva, Lori Costello and
Kasey Kluge rounded out the
Eagles point-scorers, finishing
in 117th, 223rd and 234th plac-
es, respectively. Silva ran the
race in 19:34, Costello finished
in 19:52 and Kluge crossed the
line at 20:02.

Erika Langhauser and Emily
Costello also ran for the Eagles
finishing in 266th and 309th
in times of 20:27 and 21:46,
respectively.

Azusa Pacific claimed it’s
program’s first team title with
66 points. They were followed
by No. 1 ranked Cedarville
in second with 97 points.
Rounding out the top five was
Cal State San Marcos, Malone
(Ohio) and Milligan (111.).

Men’s basketball remains undefeated at home

Alison Smalling
ERAU Athletics

Eric Lorenzi and Tyler
DeBord tallied 19 points each
to lead the 16th-ranked Embry-
Riddle men’s basketball team
to a 78-66 win over NAIA |
Graceland in the first round
of the Daytona Mitsubishi
Shootout, Friday at the ICI
Center. Friday’s win marks
the ninth straight appearance
in the championship game for
the Eagles who have retained
the tournament title each of
the last three years.

DeBord and Lorenzi each
posted double-double perfor-
mances with DeBord pulling
down 12 rebounds and Lorenzi
collecting 11.

As a team the Eagles domi-
nated the boards, out-rebound-
ing the Yellowjackets 52-29,
including a 26-6 advantage on
the offensive glass.

Denver Cobb, who finished
with 17 points, four rebounds
and four steals on the night,
got the Eagles’ scoring started,
connecting on three of his
first four three-point attempts.
Cobb cooled off towards the
middle of the first half, but
Lorenzi picked up where Cobb
left off hitting three straight
long-range shots to help the
Eagles to a 12-point advantage
at intermission.

Embry-Riddle went on a
12-4 run to start the second
half, building the lead to 21
points. The Eagles shot only
37.5 percent from the floor
but created several second
chance opportunities with
their offensive rebounding.
Graceland made a run over
the last six minutes of the
game, behind the three-point
shooting of Matt Mullins and

TIM KRAMER/AVION

GUARD BRANDON CAPUTO LOOKS to make a move around a Graceland defender. The Eagles beat the Yellowjackets 78-66 to keep their home winning
streak alive and advance to the championship game of the Daytona Mitsubishi Shootout.

Stevan Trisic. But it was not
enough to catch the Eagles
who went 6-for-8 from the
free throw line in the last 3:17

to seal the win.

Jared Stricklin was the lead-
ing scorer for the Yellowjackets
finishing with 20 points, fol-

lowed by Jewell Carter with
14 and Mike Johnson with
10.

The Eagles will take on

William Carey (Miss.) in the
championship game at 8 p.m.
on Saturday. The Crusaders
topped Columbia (Mo.)

86-85 in overtime to advance.
Columbia and Graceland will
face each other in the consola-
tion game at 6 p.m.

WEEK 13 SCORES

OFF WEEK
(5) OKLAHOMA

(1) Alabama
(2) Texas Tech
(3) FLORIDA
(4) Texas
(5) OKLAHOMA
(6) U-S-C
(7) PENN STATE
(8) UTAH
(9) BOISE STATE
(10) OHIO STATE
(11) OK State
(12) Missouri
(13) Georgia
(14) BALL STATE
(15) T-C-U
(16) B-Y-U
(17) Michigan State
(18) L-S-U
(19) CINCINNATI
(20) Pittsburgh

(21) OREGON STATE

(22) Maryland

(23) Miami (Fla.)
(24) Oregon

(25) North Carolina

Citadel

OFF WEEK
(2) Texas Tech
OFF WEEK
(17) Michigan State

(16) B-Y-U

Nevada
Michigan

OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK
Central Michigan
Air Force

(8) UTAH

(7) PENN STATE
OLE MISS
(20) Pittsburgh
(19) CINCINNATI

Arizona

FLORIDA STATE
GEORGIA TECH
OFF WEEK
NC STATE

(1) Alabama

(2) Florida

(3) Oklahoma

(4) Texas

(5) U-S-C

(6) Penn State

(7) Texas Tech

(8) Utah

(9) Boise State
(10) Ohio State
(11) OK State
(12) Missouri
(13) Georgia
(14) T-C-U
(15) Ball State
(16) Cincinnati VS
(17) Oregon State  vs
(18) Georgia Tech at
(19) Oregon at
(20) B-Y-U
(21) Boston College vs
(22) Michigan State
(23) Florida State
(24) Northwestern
(25) Ole Miss

VS

VS

(23) Florida State

(11) OK State
Texas A&M
Notre Dame
OFF WEEK
Baylor
OFF WEEK
Fresno State
OFF WEEK

(3) Oklahoma

Kansas

(18) Georgia Tech
OFF WEEK
Western Mich
Syracuse

(19) Oregon

(13) Georgia

(17) Oregon State
OFF WEEK
Maryland
OFF WEEK

(2) Florida

OFF WEEK
Miss State

12:30 p.m.
12:00 p.m.

12:00 p.m.

12:30 p.m.

'm. ABC
"ESPN

. (NOT TELEVISED)
. \ersus

6:00 p.m. ESPN2 )
8:00 p.m. ABC
FSN
CBS

6:00 p.m. ESPN2 (rues

12:00 P.M. ot teLeviseD)

7:00 p.m. Versus
CBS
7:00 p.m. Versus
3:30 p.m. ABC
3:30 p.m. ABC

Raycom (FRI)



