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LIBRARY   Making the most of Google Scholar 
 

Why Use Google Scholar? 
Google Scholar provides a simple way to broadly search for scholarly literature. From 
one place, you can search across many disciplines and sources: articles, theses, books, 
abstracts and court opinions, from academic publishers, professional societies, online 
repositories, universities and other web sites. Google Scholar helps you find relevant 
work across the world of scholarly research. 

Features: 

• Search all scholarly literature from one convenient place 
• Explore related works, citations, authors, and publications 
• Locate the complete document through your library or on the web 
• Keep up with recent developments in any area of research 
• Check who's citing your publications, create a public author profile 

(From About Google Scholar) 

 

Personalizing Scholar 
For full functionality, sign into Google Scholar via the SIGN IN link in the upper right 
corner of the page. If you don’t have an existing Gmail or other Google account, click 
Create account on the Sign in page. 

Click the horizontal menu bar image in the upper left corner of the page, then select 
Settings. 
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Here, you can customize how your search results appear, set preferred language(s) or 
exclude unread languages, set your home library, and more. 
 

Home Library 
To set your home library, click Library links in the Settings menu, enter the word 
embry in the search box, and click enter. You will see an entry titled “Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University – Full text from ERAU.” Check the box for this entry and click 
Save. 

 
 

Author Profile 
Create an author profile to track when your publications are cited. 

 



 3 

Simple Searching 
Scholar defaults to a simple search page which works the same as the regular Google 
search engine. Boolean and other types of searches can be created as follows: 

• For general topic searches, enter desired terms (keywords) in the search box, 
e.g., aviation safety human factors maintenance 

• Further refine searches by enclosing exact phrases in quotation marks, e.g., 
“aviation safety” “human factors” maintenance 

• Use OR and parentheses to find one term or the other, e.g., “aviation safety” 
(“human factors” OR “human error”) maintenance 

 

Advanced Searching 
More refined searches can be performed using Advanced Search. To access this 
page, click on Settings, then on Advanced Search. This page allows for searching by 
author, date range, publication, location of keywords, and more. 
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Checking Related Articles 
To find similar articles to ones in the results list, click on the Related articles link at the 
bottom of the citation. 

 
 

Checking Article Cites 
To see what other authors have cited an article, click on the Cited by # link at the 
bottom of the citation. 

 
 

Saving Results 
Click the star below the desired citation to add it to My library. To display all starred 
items, go to the menu in the upper left corner, then select My library. 
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Importing Citations into RefWorks 
Go to Settings and locate the Bibliography manager section. 
Click Show links to import citations into, then select RefWorks from the drop-down 
menu. 

 
 

Creating Email Alerts 
Go the menu in the upper left corner and select Alerts. 
Enter desired terms you wish to receive alerts for in the Alert query box and click Save. 
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Journal Metrics 
Select Metrics from the menu in the upper left corner. 
Browse the top 100 journals or use the Categories to select topic areas. 

 
 

Google Scholar Help 
Click Help in the lower right corner of the page to access additional guidance. 


